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IRA arms 


offer may 


put peace 


on track 


Government welcomes 
decommissioning idea 


DAVID McKUTRICK 

Ireland Correspondent 


‘s quashed 


Sinn Fein yesterday suggested 
that the IRA might dispose of 
its weapons, raising hopes of 
breaking the mooths-long log- 
jam on decommissioning Ulster 
paramilitaries' arms. 

" While the Republicans ruled 
out the idea of guns being 
-handed over to the British or 
governments, they held out 
the prospect of an independent 
third patty verifying the disposal 
of weapons as part of a peace 
settlement. 

The suggestion, contained 
in a lengthy Sinn Fein docu- 
ment, was given a guarded wel- 
come in official circles, where 
it was privately described as a 
hopeful and encouraging de- 
velopment It forms pan of a 29- 
page republican submission to 
the international body on de- 
commissioning, headed by 
former US Senator George 



Senator George Mitchell: 
Faces daunting task 


Mitchell, which was established 
by the British and Irish gov- 
ernments in early December, 
Senator Mitchell and his two 
colleagues are to meet John 
Major in London tonight to 
hear the British Government's 


position. Later they are to travel 
to Dublin where the 


ley will meet 
the Irish Prime Minister, John 
Bruton, and Sinn Fein president 
Gerry Adams. Tilks are also 
scheduled with Ulster Unionist 
MPs and loyalist representatives 
in Belfast on Saturday. The fi- 
nal report on decommissioniag 
is due next week. 

The key parts of the Sinn Fein 
submission state: “We believe 
that as part of a peace settle- 
ment the disposal of arms by 
those in possession of them is 
a method which may find ac- 
ceptance. This is a decision for 
those who have the arms.” It 
added, in dealing with the ques- 
tion of verification, that the con- 
cept of an independent third 
party may also find acceptance. 


The document does not ap- 
pear to represent any Republi- 
can weakening on what has 
become known as “Washington 
3” — the British Government’s 
insistence that some weapons 
must be decommissioned before 
Sinn Fein can be admitted to 
all-party talks. 

Nonetheless, many observers 
saw h as an advance in that the 
Republicans addressed the de- 
commissioning issue with some 
seriousness, formally accept- 
ing that verification was essen- 
tial in any decommissioning 
process. As such, it wfll certainly 
attract the attention of Senator 
Mitchell and his colleagues, 
giving them something to work 
on in the daunting task of try 
mg to find common ground be- 
tween the Government’s “guns 
before talks” and Sinn Fein's 
“talks before guns.” 

Mr Major will new be con- 
sidering whether to respond to 
■ the Sinn Fein move, and 
whether pressure on the Rep- 
ublicans should be maintained, 
or eased. Recent months have 
seen an unmistakable build-up 
in Republican disillusionment 
with the peace process. 

The key Republican demand 
is for the convening of all-party 
talks. A target date for these has 
been set at the beginning of Feb- 
ruary, but they are not likely to 
proceed unless and until the 
arms issue has been resolved. 

Martin McGuinness of Sinn 
Fein claimed yesterday that de- 
commissioning was “a stalling 
device and a bogus argument” 
created by London to post- 
pone talks. He said that while 
no one seriously expected the 
British Army and Royal Ulster 
Constabulary to surrender their 
weapons there should be a gen- 
eral de-militarisation, together 
with a review of the more than 
100.000 licensed weapons 
which, he said, were mainly in 
the hands of Unionists. 

Insisting that Sinn Fein was 
committed to peace, be said 
there was “not a scrap of evi- 
dence” to link the IRA with the 
recent killings of five aDeged 
drug dealers since the beginning 
of December. Government 
ministers and the RUC have 
said the IRA was responsible for 
the shootings. 

The Sinn Fein document, 
arguing that even a symbolic 
handover of weapons would 
amount to a surrender, de- 
clared: “The ‘pike in the thatch’ 
tradition persists and has in 
more modern times been trans- 
lated into rusting guns in 
forgotten caches, decommis- 
sioning through disuse and 
falling into disrepair.” 


Bypass builders find themselves on the road to nowhere 



Security guards and protesters surround a digger being used to dear trees for the Newbury bypass. Work was abandoned for the second day. Report, page 2 Photograph: Stewart Cook 


Casualty units hit by doctor shortage 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 


Hospital casualty departments 
across the country are facing a 
serious staffing crisis, which 
means that some treatments 
may have to be earned out by 
nurses rather than doctors. 

Gerald Malone, the Minister 
for Health, yesterday told hos- 
pitals to introduce a range of 
measures, including allowing 
more nurses to do some of the 
less important treatments, 
reducing the paperwork burden 
on doctors and stepping up re- 
cruitment of staff-grade junior 
doctors. 

As further evidence of the 


problems facing accident and 
emergency departments, the 
British Medical Association will 
today warn that casualty 
departments are “cracking un- 
der the strain” of rising emer- 
gency admissions and too few 
resources. 

Figures compiled by the De- 
partment of Health show that 
almost 300 out of 1,300 senior 
bouse officer posts in England 
- more than one in five - are 
set to be vacant on 1 February, 
the date when junior hospital 
doctors rotate jobs. 

Stephen Miles, secretary of 
the British Association of Ac- 
cident and Emergency Medi- 
cine, said the situation looked 


. to be worse than last year when 
some hospitals first faced seri- 
ous shortages. 

Only a minority of trusts are 
affected, according to the 
department. But some hospitals 
in Trent, the West Midlands and 
South Thames are thought to 
have more than half their junior 
doctor casualty posts unfilled. 

Yesterday Mr Malone wrote 
to NHS trust and health au- 
thority chairmen telling that 
them they can lift the limit on 
recruiting staff-grade doctors to 
A & E - a non-training post be- 
low consultant grade. He said 
that for some units that would 
provide a “permanent” solution. 

Guidance due to be issued 


today will also detail a string of 
other measures from using 
nurses more to treat minor in- 
juries, easing paperwork bur- 
dens on junior doctors, 
improving the quality of the 
training to make the posts more 
attractive, and offering them 
year-long. rather than six- 
month, contracts. 

At the same time Sir Kenneth 
Caiman, the Chief Medical Of- 
ficer, is to review emergency ser- 
vices outside hospitals to ensure 
that the new primary care cen- 
tres and other out-of-hour ser- 
vices being set up under a £45m 
deal with general practitioners 
are organised to provide “seam- 
less” emergency care. 


Mr Malone said be was mak- 
ing it dear to chairmen that “we 
don’t just expect them to sit on 
their hands if they have a prob- 
lem. but to act”. After a meet- 
ing on the crisis he called before 
Christmas, best practice had 
been identified and it was now 
up to NHS trusts to imple- 
ment that, he said. 

His warning comes as the 
BMA releases a report today de- 
tailing “a crisis” in A & E de- 
partments of persistently rising 
admissions, continued waits on 
trolleys and of trusts owed up 
to £lm or more for extra casu- 
alty work for which their pur- 
chasers are refusing to pay. 

Leading article, page 14 



Mackay backs down on divorce 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 


The Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Mackay of Oasfctfera, is prepared 
to bad: down over the waiting 
time for divorces in his contro- 
versial Family Law Bill after 
coming under strong pressure 
from Tory peers who are threat- 
ening to derail the legislation. 

Government sources said 
Lord Mackay was willing to 
lengthen the proposed waiting 
period from 12 to 18 months. 

The latest re-think came as 
anti -divorce peers prepared to 
savage key aspects of his “no 
fault” divorce reform plans in 
what promises, to be a stormy 
first day of the committee stage 
in the House of Lords today. 

Government business man- 
agers made it dear that the Lord 


Chancellor would be willing to 
compromise over the 12-month 
period of "reflection and con- 
sideration”. Under present di- 
vorce laws, couples have to 
wait two years. 

Lord Mackay’s Bill would 
sweep away the “quickie" 
divorce for adultery or unrea- 
sonable behaviour. Couples 
would have to use the period to 
resolve outstanding differences 
over children and finances, 
preferably using mediation 
services rather than lawyers. 

“He would be prepared to 
consider that part of the Bill,” 
a source said. “He feels it is 
one part of the Bill be can be 
flexible on." It was also sug- 
gested that Lord Mackay would 
listen to arguments for doubling 
the period to two years - though 
a concession on that scale is 


viewed as remote in government 
circles. 

Lord Mackay ’s preference 
is for one year, based on his 
belief a longer period could 
harm the children of unhappy 
marriages and on overwhelm- 
ing support in consultation that 
preceded the Bill for 12 months. 

But the Government is 
equally aware of the strength of 
feeling against the Bill, spear- 
headed by the former Tory par- 
ty vice-chairman Baroness 
Young, and Lord Simon of 
Glaisdale. the former Tbry min- 
ister and law lord. “We think we 
have a great deal of support.” 
the Government source said. 
"But quite a Dumber of people 
on out benches and the cross 
benches do have problems." 

Lady Young has tabled a se- 
ries of amendments going to the 


heart of the measure, including 
one restoring adultery and un- 
reasonable behaviour as 
grounds for divorce. Two further 
amendments seek to introduce 
either an 18 month or two year 
wailing period, while fresh 
amendments she was tabling last 
night will call for a stronger 
emphasis on reconciliation. 

Lady Young said yesterday. 
“I want to buttress marriage. 
The Bill is making divorce eas- 
ier. Divorce after one year with- 
out giving any reason at all and 
against the wul of the other par- 
ty is extraordinary. The re- 
moval of fault will only lead to 
an increase in divorce. I want 
[Lord Mackay] to accept some 
of my amendments." 

She said an increasing num- 
ber of peers were approaching 
her to offer support. 


Sugar row sours end for Venables 



NICK DUXBURY 


Terry Venables: facing time- 
consuming court battles 


r sprung 

a surprise on the football world 
by announcing he will step- 
down as the England coach af- 
ter this summer’s European 
Championship finals. 

Venables' decision to stand 
aside after his first and last tour- 
nament in charge stemmed 
largely from the failure to re- 
solve his long-standing dispute 
with the Tottenham Hotspur 
chairman - and his former em- 
ployer - Alan Sugar. 

Aged 53, Venables faces sev- 
eral court battles which be be- 
lieves could affect England’s 
chances of qualifying for the 
1998 World Cup in France, by 


creating conflicting demands 
on his time. 

“It’s sad that a highly valued 
an d highl y regarded and very in- 
ventive football coach, who has 
done well, should feel it neces- 
sary to reach the decision be 
has.” said Graham Kelly, the FA 
chief executive. 

“The vast majority of football 
people wffl share the FA's deep 


Championships - the biggest 
football event in England since 
the 1966 World Cup finals. 

The FA knew when it chose 
Venables as coach that it was 
entering a potential minefield 
of litigation. “The number of is- 
sues that have come out over 
that period of time have been 
greater than we might have ex- 
pected,” Mr Kelly said. “There 


regret that Terry Venables will is no point being dishonest - 
not continue in Iris job after Thny Venables has said it.” 
Euro 96.” There have been suggestions 

In a statement, the EA said that certain members of theFAs 
that Venables, who was ap- International Committee, in- 
pointed in January 1991 on a duding the influential Ian Stott, 
two-and-a-half-year contract, i2 were against Venables staying 
first indicated his intentions to Kelly, however, insisted: “ Ud 


He 


step down on the day before last 
month's draw for the European 


has received an extremely high 
degree of support from the top 


people within the FA. That 
support has been expressed 
continually and consistently ” 
Alan Ball, a World Cup win- 
ner with England in 1966 and 
now the manager of Manches- 
ter Oty, called Venables’ deci- 
sion “a shame for English 
football", adding: “Yon need 
continuity at the top level as you 
do at dub level and to keep 
chopping and changing does not 
do anybody any good.” 

The list of possible successors 
is beaded by Kevin Keegan, the 
manager of Newcastle United, 
closely followed by Tottenham’s 
Geriy Francis. 

Sugar fend, page 22 
The succession, page 24 
Ken Jones, page 24 


IN BRIEF 


Hostage crisis 
About 130 hostages were last 
night trapped in a stand-off be- 
tween their Chechen rebel cap- 
tors and the Kremlin. Page 8 


Pistols to reload 

The Sex Pistols are to reform 
for a world lour, led by Johnny 
Rotten, who is now a step- 
grandfather. Page 4 


Today’s weather 
Generally dry and bright at 
first but becoming wet and 
windy. Section Two, page 25 
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How to become a 
freelance writer 


by NICK DAWS 
Freelance writing can be 
creative, fulfilling and a lot 
of fun. with excellent money 
to be made as well. What’s 
more, anyone can become 
a writer. No special 
qualifications or experience 
are required 

The market for writers is 
huge. In Britain alone there 
are around 1.000 daily, 
Sunday and weekly papers, 
and more than 8,000 
magazines. Many of the 
stories and articles that they 
publish are supplied by 
freelances. Then there are 
books, theatre, films, TV, 
radio... 

With such demand, there’s 
always room for new 
writers. But, as Mr. E H. 
Metcalfe, principal of 
Britain's leading writing 
school The Writers Bureau, 
explains. ‘If you want to 
enjoy the rewards of seeing 
your work in prim, one tiring 
you must have is proper 
training.' 

The Writers Bureau runs a 
comprehensive 
correspondence course 


covering every aspect of 
fiction and non-fiction 
writing. The 140,000‘word 
course is written by 
professional writers and has 
been acclaimed by experts. 
Students receive one-to-one 
guidance from tutors, all 
working writers themselves. 
From the start they are 
shown how to produce 
saleable work. ‘At the 
Bureau our philosophy is 
quite simple* says Mr. 
Metcalfe. ‘We will do 
everything in our power to 
help students become 
published writers.’ 

The course comes on fifteen 
days’ free trial. In addition, 
the Bureau offers a 
remarkable money-back 
guarantee - if you haven’t 
earned your tuition fees 
from published writing 
within one month of 
completing the course, your 
money will be refunded in 
full. 

So, would you like to be a 
writer? Why not start now 
by returning the coupon 
below! 


Why Not Be A Writer?; 

Fust-class bofue*5tudy course gets yoa a flying start. Earn while you | 
team. Expert tutors, personal guidance, help to sell your writing and j 
much more.' It's ideal for beginners. Details free. No cost. No j 
obligation. Send the coupon. I 


Name 

Address 


Telephone Postcode 

The Writers Bureau 

Freepost AF1116, Manchester Ml 8DJ 

Freephone 0800 262382 AtxnAuabfmeCA.ee. 
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Labour claims victory in war of words 



Labour tacticians yesterday 
claimed that John Major and 
Michael Heseltine made a 
strategic error when they chose 
to attack Tony Blair’s idea for 
a “stakeholder economy” by 
saying it would mean a return 
to 1970s-style union power. 

Mr Blair accused the Gov- 
ernment of abandoning centrist 
“one-nation" political territoiy 
to Labour after it launched a 
concerted attack on a theme 
that Mr Major yesterday called 
“fancy packaging for new bur- 
dens in business". 

As both Mr Major and Mr 
Heseltine accused the Labour 
leader of making an error by un- 
veiling the new theme in his 
speech in Singapore on Mon- 
day, the Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter declared: “It is entrenched 
and steeped in the traditions of 
the left of socialism, of corpo- 
ratism." 

But Mr Blair retorted: “It is 
perfectly obvious what I am say- 
ing. it is that having a group of 
long-term unemployed people 
set apart from society, or young 
people who are without prop- 
er work or education, is a social 
and economic evil that we 


Bypass 

protest 

scores 

another 

victory 

DANNY PENMAN 


Campaigners against the New- 
bury bypass scored another vic- 
tory yesterday when they forced 
contractors to abandon prepa- 
ration work on the road. 

About 500 security guards have 
been hired by the contractors to 
stop protesters from interfering 
with the work. They have be- 
come the prime target of the 
campaigners. 

Working before dawn yes- 
terday, a group of about a 
dozen activists blockaded the 
. main, gates, of a firmsupplyuig. 
coaches for the security com- 
pany. Two chained themselves . 
to the' gates of foe' main coach 
compound and prevented 
vehicles from leaving. They 
refused to unshackle them- 
selves until the company called 
back the coaches sent to pick up 
the security guards. The com- 
pany, Horseman Coaches, com- 
plied. leaving the guards 
stranded in their own com- 
pound, about 15 miles from 
Newbury. Later. Reliance Se- 
curity, which provides the 
guards, pulled out of the con- 
tract, Norman Fryer-Saxby, gen- 
eral manager of the coach 
depot said he was pleased the 
contract had been cancelled. 

Des. one of the activists, said 



Donald Macintyre, Political Editor, reports on how Tony 
Blair has responded to the Conservatives’ onslaught,, 
accusing them of abandoning their ‘one nation’ policies 


Tony Blair; Seized on a 
'strategic' Tory error 

should tackle. The idea that we 
are going to give power back to 
the trade unions is an absurdi- 
ty and for them to attack that 
statement is absolutely extra- 
ordinary." 

The .fresh battle of ideas- 
which could well dominate 
much of the prolonged cam- 
paign between now and polling 
day came as a new I CM/ 
Guardian opinion poll last night 
cast a shadow over a bullish as- 
sertion by Mr Heseltine that the 
election was “won for the 




Tories.’’ Mr Major, in confident 
and upbeat form at a breakfast 
meeting with businessmen in 
London also said that the elec- 
tion was “there to be won’*. But 

the Prime Minister warned that 
squabbling and divisions with- 
in the Tbry party could surren- 
der power to Labour. 

The poll shows Labour’s ad- 
justed lead over the Tories in- 
creasing from 17 to 22 percent 
- but the widening of the gap 
is entirely due to a surge in sup- 
port for the Liberal Democrats 
in the wake of the defection by 
the MP Emma Nicholson, MP 
for Devon West & Torridge, to 
Paddy Ashdown's party. 

The poll shows Labour stat- 
ic at 48 per cent, the Tbries 
down from 31 to 26 per cent; 
and the liberal Democrats up 
from 16 to 22 per cent -their 
highest level for two years. 

But the intellectual argu- 
ment triggered over Mr Blanks 
notion of the “stakeholder 
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economy" may prove to be of 
more lasting importance than 
either the latest opinion poll, or 
the keynote speech by Baroness 
Thatcher tonight which the 
Tory high command are await- 
ing with some apprehension. 

Lady Thatcher e expected to 
attack Labour but also to enter 
the internal argument within the 
Tbry party by making it dear 
there should be no Hindi to the 
left to deal with Mr Blair, 

Labour strategists had gen- 
uinely expected senior ministers 
to d«ir »i« the “stakeholder 
economy” in the terms used on 
TUesday by Michael PortiBo, the 
Secretary of State for Defence. 

Mr Portillo said in a BBC 
television interview that the 
“stakeholder” idea was merely 
a re-run of Tory thinking from 
1979 when the Conservatives 
encouraged share ownership. 

“We were opposed tooth and 
□ail tty Tony Blair at the time, 
so if it is h£s big idea he's just 




16 years out of date.” 

Instead Mr Major and Mr 
Hesehmehave caused some dis- 
may among tefr-of-ceatre Tory 
MPs tty suggesting that Mr 
Blair has opened up what the 
Rime Minister called “dear red 
water", and. by claiming that the 
new theme means a hand back 
of power to the unions. 

The sole evidence for this as- 
sertion - dismissed out of hand 
by Mr Blair yesterday -appears 
to be that Margaret Beckett, the 
Labour’s trade and industry , 
spokeswoman, referred to the 
many interest groups, in par- 
ticular the general public, who 
are excluded from some of in- 
dustry’s thin king in the past. 

At least two prominent left- 
wing Tbiy MPs expressed pri- 
vate but serious doubts about 
their leadership's strategy yes- . 
terday - ironically suggesting 
that Mr Portillo bad been much 
nearer the mark. One said: 
“Ibny Blair dearly isn't a so- 
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Michael Heseltine: Caused 
'some dismay’ among MPs 

daha. He’s using our language; 
if anything he’s actually taking 
on and developing some of our 
ideas. What we should be do- 
ing is trying to divide Mm from 
his party.” . 

Another said: . “Of course 
he’s coming on to our ground. 
The trouble about admitting 
that is that it helps to reinforce 
the impression tW he’s an the 
right track. 

“The best thing is to say that 
we don’t know what this idea 
means; it’s like trying to nail a 




jelly to the ceiling. But the 
Government needs to make up 
their mind. They seem to he m 
such disarray." 

Mi Blair intends some of the 
ideas inherent in. the “stake- 
holder” concept to be fleshed 

caUsoOTatacra^ereoceofac^ 
denrics, politicians andbust- 
nessmen. 

Butin a key speech today 
David Blunkett, education 
spokesman, wiD say that Mr 
Waifs Singapore speech “is a 
dear indication of our belief 
that the economic and the- so- 
cial are inseparable and that it 
is vital that we embrace all the 
talents of all of the nation”. 

‘ He will add: “Labour has all 
the dear’polides to build the 
economic prosperity and social 
cohesion necessary to develop 
such a society.” 

In contrast to Mr Hesd tine's 
claim yesterday that Mr Blair 
had “lifted the curtain’' on a left- 
wing. traditionally corporatism 
agenda. Labour believes it has 
started to impress on the pub- 
lic mind that soda! cohesion is 
not only desirable in itself but 
contributes directly to a more 
successful economy. 
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Protesters battle with guards in Penn Wood, on the route of the Newbury Bypass, yesterday, while an injured security guard receives attention 


he and his colleagues would now contractors began clearance 
try to find the new coach firm, work for a secure compound at 


so they could “take the same ac- 
tion on them". On Tuesday, pro- 
testers blockaded the security 
guards into Iheir own com- 
pound and prevented work 
from starting. 

Yesterday, at about 8am, 


Pen Wood, at the southern end 
of the route. 

A digger, flanked by about 50 
security guards, entered the 
mixed oak woodland and began 
uprooting the trees. Within 
minutes, a dozen protesters ar- 


rived and tried to scale the dig- 
ger but without success. About 
50 trees over an area the size of 
a football pitch were uprooted 
before protesters stopped the 
work. By 930am, about 80 pro- 
t esters were grappling with 150 
security guards. 

Some formed human lad- 


ders so that others could climb 
into the trees to stop them be- 
ing felled, whilst others tried to 
dive under the digger. 

After several hours, the 
guards were unable to prevent 
demonstrators from occupying 
the trees and crawling under the 
digger. 


Police finally intervened 
shortly before midday. Offi- 
cers placed themselves between 
the security guards and pro- 
testers to calm the situation and 
“recommended" that work be 
halted for the day. TWo people 
were arrested.The digger was 
duly removed, flanked by both 
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Dead rats shut Pilots in crash 
Holloway wing were RAF elite 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent. 

Rotting dead rats posing health 
risks to prisoners and staff have 
forced the closure of part of the 
hospital wing at Holloway 
prison - the latest scandal to hit 
the troubled north LondonjaiL 
Staff were sent home on Tues- 
day and mentally Ql prisoners 
confined to their ceOs as day care 
feeflhies of the ground floor hos- 
pital were closed because of 
what was called “vermin over- 
load”. Sources suggested the 
stench had become overpower- 


of Alnesses, which they believed 
may have been linked to the un- 
healthy conditions. 

Pest control experts have 
been working daily in the coun- 
try’s largest women's prison, 
ever since prison inspectors 
walked out in disgust at the in- 
festation of rats, cockroaches 
and lice and the “overzealous” 
security. The concerns of Sir 
David Ramsbotham, the Chief 
Inspector of Prisons, were said 
to have included the use of man- 
ades on all pregnant women at- 


tending hospital - a controver- 
sial measure defended by 
ministers in the Commons 
yesterday and condemned by 
Labour. 

The only concession made to 
the prisoners and many of the 
staff who are unhappy at the use 
of chains for all women - no 
matter what their medical con- 
dition or threat they might pose 
- is that pregnant women wiU 
no longer be shackled to male 
officers during hospital visits. 

Another concern at the 
prison is that mothers attend- 
ing hearings about the care 
and custody of their children, 
are also being chained. 

Harry Fletcher, assistant gen- 
eral secretaw of the National As- 
sociation of Probation Officers 
said: “Women are being held in 
intolerable conditions in Hol- 
kiway prison. TfePrison Service 1 
no longer seems to differentiate 
between male and female pris- , 
oners despite their differing 
, needs in terms of medical and. I 
child care and the difference in j 
the threat they pose. There ; 
needs to be an urgent change in I 
the service's approach.” j 


JOHN ARUDGE 

Scotland Correspondent 

The pilots of the Chinook he- 
licopter that crashed on the 
MuU of Kin tyre in 1994 killing 
25 anti-terrorist officers from 
Northern Ireland were riite 
Special Forces crew who were 
“more safety-conscious than 
most”, a fatal accident inquiry 
heard yesterday. 

Flight Lieutenant Jonathan 
Thpper, his co-pflot. Fit Lt 
Richard Cook, and their two 
navigators were chosen to car- 
ry out some of the armed forces' 
most secret operations because 
they had “a higher degree of 
navigational ability than stan- 
dard crews”, the inquiry at Pais- 
ley Sheriff Court was told. 

Fit Lt Tapper and Fit Lt 
Cook have been blamed for the 
RAFs worst helicopter crash. 
An MoD inquiry, beaded by Air 
Vice-Marshal John Day, said 
they were “grossly negligent” 
when they flew through fog 
sear the Scottish coast, plough- 
ing into a 1.400ft mountain. 

An RAF pflat who flew train- 
ing flights with the four crew 


described them yesterday as 
“very experienced and very 
safe”. The Special Forces offi- 
cer, unnamed for security rea- 
sons, fold the inquiry that the 
navigators, Master Air Load- 
master Graham Forbes and Sgt 
Kevin Hardie, were “among 
the top in their profession." 

Lawyers for the pitots' fam- 
ilies, who blame mechanical 
failure and fear they are being 
made scapegoats, dosely ques- 
tioned the unnamed RAF offi- 
cer and another man, John 
Coles, who was based at RAF 
Aldergrove in Belfast, where the 
Chinook began its flight 

Mr Coles, who flew the he- 
licopter with the two pilots on 
the morning of the disaster, told 
the inquiry .the crew had been 
flying this Chinook Mark II for 
only two days before the crash. 
The twin-rotor aircraft arrived 
in Ulster on 31 May 1994 after 
a refit carried out in the US by 
the manufacturer, Boeing. Fit 
Lt Tipper reported a fault with 
the satellite navigation system 
and problems with an engine 
temperature gauge. 

The inquiry continues today. 


Photographs: John Voos 

security guards and demon- 
strators. 

Pete, one of the oxganisezs of 
the Third Battle of Newbury 
protest group, said they were 
“very happy”. The campaigners 
were last night laying plans to 
stop the contractors for a third 
successive day. 


Crews escape as 
RAF fighters collide 

Hra RAF Tbntado fighters ooi- 
Ededin mid- air during a tow-lev- 
el exercise yesterday. The four 
crew escaped with two suffer- 
■ingminar injuries. 

The Tornado F3 .fighters, 
from 56 Squadron, crashed 
- nine miles north-west of their 
base at RAF Coningsby, in Lin- 
colnshire. A board of inquiry 
has been convened. The acci- 
dent cost the taxpayer £4Gm. 

Witness Stewart Rhodes, of 
Ewertty, said: “1 saw the aircraft 
dodging at a height of about 700 
or 800ft. Suddenly l saw a flash. 
One of the planes started to spi- 
ral, he had tost his right wing. 
The plane hit die ground and 
there was a fireball.” 

Education dash 

The chief inspector of schools. 
Chris Woodhead, has been cen- 
sured by the Council of Local 
Education Authorities over a 
pamphlet he wrote for a right- 
wing think tank questioning 
their existence and accusing 
them of creating a “dependen- 
cy culture”. They are to make 
an official complaint to the 
Secretary of State for Educa- 
tion, Gillian Shephard, that he 
overstepped the mark in sup- 
porting Conservative policies. 

Lottery claimed 

The third winner of the record 
£40m national lottery jackpot, 
who wished to remain anony- 
mous, claimed their £l4m share 
of the prize. The £2,000 a day 
interest for the unclaimed 
period will go to good causes. 

Maxwell jury still out 

The jury in the Maxwell trial 
were sent to a hotel for a third 
night after failing to reach ver- 
dicts on all the charges faring 
Robert Maxwell’s two youngest 
sons and a former aide. Kevin 
Maxwell, 36, his brother Ian, 39, 
and Lariy Trachtenberg, 42, 
deny conspiracy to defraud 
pension funds by misusing 
£22m. Kerin atone denies con- 
spiring with his father to defraud 
the pension funds by misusing 
£100m in shares. 

Pay row looms 

Leaders of 14. million local 
government workers were 
warned that any pay rise above 
“around 2 per cent* would risk 
damage to services and jobs. 
Leaders of the public service 
union UNISON hold out little 
hope of agreement in talks on 
29 January after lodginga claim 
for £4. 15 an hour and a flat rate 
increase of at least £l,000-eal- 
culated by management to be 
worth 6.9 percent. 

Cinema record 

British cinemas said they had 
their highest ever grossing 
turnover at the weekend with 
£7,240,821 changing hands at 
the box office. The most pop- 
ular films were the thriller, Sev- 
en, with Brad Pitt; the latest 
James Bond, Goldeneye; and 
Babe. The previous record was 
set by the opening of Jurassic 
Park in 1993. 

Reeve appeal 

The two elder children of actor 

a fall Sim a horse,^aimched a 
campaign to raise £500,000 for 
research into spinal injuries. In 
a message read out at the 
launch of Push 2000 by his 16- 
year-old son Matthew, the Su- 
perman star said his hopes for 
a medical breakthrough are 
high. Reeve, 42, was 

Dead embarrassing 

A funeral company apologised 
after a coffin containing a body 
fell out of a van in Tankerton. 
Kent, exposing the corpse. A 
spokesman for John Kemp 
funeral directors said in 20 
years it was the first time he had 
known such an accident happen. 
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Birmingham Six scientist sues law firm 


STEPHEN WARD 

Legal Affairs Correspondent 

Frank Skuse, the forensic sci- 
entist whose evidence hel - J 
convia the Birmingham Six, 
been granted legal aid to fund 
a six-figure damages claim 
against his former solicitors. Pe- 
ter Carter-Ruck and Partners. 

His daim is for compensation 
for errors he alleges the firm 
made when he sued Granada 


Television for libel over a 1986 
documentary on the Birming- 
ham Six. That World In Action 
prog ramme had examined his 
teas for emlosives on the hands 


of three of the six, and ques- 
tioned his abilities as a scientist 
His present solicitors, • J 
Keith Park and Co, have re- 
tained the leading OC Antho- 
ny Scrivener to represent Dr 
Skuse. They are seeking the re- 
turn, with interest, of the 


£156JXX) fees Dr Skuse, now re- 
tired, paid the firm on account 
before he pulled out of the 
seven-year action against 
Granada finrh cidp-c rwid th*»ir 


own costs. He also wants a 
large sum to replace the dam- 
ages he believes he would have 
won in a successful libel action. 

Carter-Ruck and Partners is- 
sued a writ against Dr Skuse last 
spring for payment of the 
£131,625 outstanding on its ML 


Dr Skuse's action is a defence 
and counterclaim. Thefins has 
been involved in many high- 
profile cases over the years. In 

IQflR ilc dianlc WmMnn 


Churchill MP, won substantial 
damages from the Observer 
over allegations that be 1 had 
been involved wi tii plots against 
the Labour government in. the 
1960s. Four years ago foe firm 
charged the then Chancellor, 
Norman Lament, £23,000 to 


evict a sex-therapist from his 
home, and to issue warnings to 
the press. It represented Bill 
Roach, the Coronation Street ac- 

fAr n 4 iA (T*An PCA Ann £ . m 
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Sun after it described him as 

boring. The paper had paid foe 

same sum into court, so he had 
to pay his own costs. 

. Last month, it represented 
David Ashby, foe Conservative 


W 


Sunday Times. 
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Supermarket checks out shopping by phone 

. ...» -M-nL” the same proportion as profes 


CLARE GARNER 

TTie age of supermarket shop- 
ping from home may finally be 
dawning as Salisbury's becomes 
the fust large store to offer a 
home delivery service. 

The chain ha* handed over 
the franchise to a London- 
based home delivery company. 
Supermarket Direct, which will 
deliver weekly groceries to cus- 
tomers' homes at a day’s notice. 


Dominick Scott Flanagan, joint 
chief executive of Supermarket 
Direct, said yesterday: " Wc are 
turning fulfcirde. My grand- 
mother never used to go to the 
supermarket because they 
didn't exist. She simply rang up 
her grocer and a young txiy 
would deliver it on a bike. Gro- 
cery delivery is nothing new for 
the British public." 

In the last three months, the 
firm has sent direct mail 


to 160.000 homes in central and 
south-west London, and re- 
ceived 1.500 replies. It antici- 
pates a turnover of up to £150m 
frum this area alone. 

Customers can browse their 
1 30-page colour catalogue and 
select any of the 2^500 Sains- 
bury's products, for the same 
price as they would pay in the 
retail outlet. To place an order 
the customer must simply pick 
up a telephone - or, by the sum 


mer, key into a computer - and 
quote each product's four- 
figure code. For a £4 delivery 
charge, the goods will be deliv- 
ered anytime between Sam and 
10pm the next day. 

Salisbury's chief rival Tcsco 
yesterday denied reports that it 
had experimented with home 
deliveries and abandoned the 
idea. “We now sell wine, flow- 
ers and hampers via Compu- 
Serve on the Internet and wc 


also have a site on the Windows 
95 part of the Internet," a 
spokesman said. “For the past 
three months we have been 
working in conjunction with 
Filing social services on a home 
delivery service and the same 
scheme has been up and run- 
ning in Gateshead for the past 
12 years." 

Other chains, including Asda 
and Somcrfiekl, have in the past 
rejected home deliveries as un- 


viable. A spokeswoman for 

Asda said: “One of the things 
we pride ourselves on is our per- 
sonality. We have greeters so 
that as soon as you walk into the 

store you get the feeling of al- 
most ’walking into someone s 
home. Our shoppers denmteljr' 
prefer to come into the store. 

A Somerficld spokeswoman 
said: “Wc are monitoring the 
market but home delivery » 
not something we are actually 


looking at al the moment. 
John Hollis, a partner at An- 
dersen Consultii^wtueh 

StafSent centre in Win&or 
used by retailer and manufac- 
turer boards - believes home 
shopping will be widely available 
by the millennium. • ■ ■ 

^Studies show that 64 per 

cent of people dahnth^nol 

like going to the supermarket 


the same proportion as profess 
an aversion to the dentist. 
Around 40 per cent said they 
would be interested in doing 
some form of direct shopping 
from home provided they could 
tntst the products and delivery. 

Salisbury's insists that home 
deliveries will complement 
rather than compete with its su- 
permarket outlets. A spokes- 
man said: “All it's doing is 
offering people a choice." 


Wife who ‘came back 
from dead’ had taken 


overdose, says lawyer 


WILL BENNETT 

Daphne Banks, who little more 
than a week ago was lying in a 
hospital mortuary, sat silently 
yesterday and listened as her so- 
Bdlor described how her suicide 
attempt had so nearly suc- 
.ceeded. Smartly dressed in a 
blue cardigan and checked skirt 
but painfully thin, Mrs Banks 
smiled for the cameras as An- 
thony Northey said the doctor 
who declared her dead had 
made “an error of judgement". 

Mrs Banks, 61, was found un- 
conscious in bed after taking a 
drugs overdose on New Year’s 
Eve. 

She was discovered by her 
husband, Claude, at their home 
in Stonely, near Huntingdon, 
Cambridgeshire and subse- 
quently pronounced dead by 
David Roberts, the family’s GP 

Three hours later, Ken Davi- 
son. an undertaker who knew 
the Banks family, saw a vein 
twitch and heard her snore in 
the mortuary at Hinching- 
brooke Hospital, Huntingdon, 
just as be was preparing to put 
her in a refrigerated body tray. 

Yesterday, accompanied by 
Mr and Mis Banks, Mr Northey 
outlined the circumstances that 
led to her apparent death as 
people elsewhere celebrated 
the arrival of the new year. 

“Daphne unfortunately suf- 
fers from epilepsy. As a result 
... she was not able to drive. Be- 
cause of her increasing yeare she 

was no longer able tcrwalk into 
Kirnbolton, some distance from 


her home. As a result, she felt 
very lonely and isolated and 
started to suffer from depres- 
sion. This sense of depression 
gradually built up and on New 
Year’s Eve . . . She could not 
face going on. She took a large 
quantity of her epilepsy tablets 
and also some sleeping tablets 
which she kept in her dressing 
table. After taking the tablets 
she climbed into bed and just 
drifted off to sleep,"Mr Northey 
said. 

“Her next recollection, a very 
vague recollection, was of see- 
ing her daughter leaning over 
her for a few brief seconds. This 
would have been at about 8am 
on 2 January. She promptly 
went back to sleep but then 
drifted in and out of con- 
sciousness for the next couple 
of days. She does not have any 
real recollection at all of the 
days up to Friday 5 January." 

He said that last Friday doc- 
tors felt Mrs Banks had made 
such good progress they could 
tell her what had happened. But 
ft did not rink in: the enormity 
of her brush with death was too 
much for her to comprehend. 

Mr Banks, 69, a farmer and 
acquaintance of John Major, the 
local MP, wiped his eyes and 
looked stunned as the solicitor 
described the desperation felt 
by the woman he has been 
married to for 40 years. Dr 
Roberts, who is in his late thir- 
ties and has .practised from a 
surgery in the nearby village of 
Great Staughton for about a 
' year, will not face any legal or 


disciplinary action. Mr Northey 
said Mr and Mrs Banks had de- 
rided not to make any formal 
complaint to the family's health 
services authority, the General 
Medical Council or the health 
services ombudsman. “They 
have also derided that they do 
not intend to institute legal 

proceedings. Obviously the doc- 
tor in question made an error 
of judgement bui luckily Lhe 
error of judgement has not had 
fatal consequences. 

“The family are just ex- 
tremely grateful and relieved 
that Daphne is alive and 
making veiy good progress. 

“Clearly the family are tak- 
ing a magnanimous line in not 
wishing to pursue what was ob- 
viously an error of judgement 
or looking for any compensation 
or retribution." 

Diana Jakubowska, head of 
communications for the Cam- 
bridge and Huntingdon Health 
Commission, said: “The com- 
mission has examined the in- 
formation available . . . and has 
derided that on the basis of that 
information ft would not be 
appropriate to take any further 
action at this time. 

“The doctor concerned does 
not present a danger to his pa- 
tients or the public. Our confi- 
dence in his continued future 
performance has not been 
diminished by our inquiries." 

Dr Roberts was not at home 
or at his surgery yesterday. A 
spokeswoman for the practice 
said: .“He will not be making any 
comment at all.” 





£10m deal for hot chocolate 
at the Rover’s Return 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

ITV is poised to sell off the fam- 
ily silver in the shape of a spon- 
sorship deal for Coronation 
Street with Cadbury. 

It would mean Cadbury s 
name or products would be 
advertised before and after the 
soap. For example, a 15-second 
slot at the start could announce 
“Sponsored by Cadbury” , and 
be repealed in 5 -second bursts 
around the commercial breaks 
and a 10-second slot at the end. 

The Coronation Street logo 
couWbeusedooCadbuxyOTod- 

ucts and the company could use 
the programme and its stars for 
promotions aspart of an agree- 
ment likely to cost £10m. 

Yesterday Paul Chard, head 
of sponsorship at Laser, Grana- 
da’s sales house, said: "It’s no 
secret that Coronation Street is 
up and available for sponsor- 
ship." He refused to confirm 
that Granada was close to an 
agreement with Cadbury. 
“There is no deal,” he said, 
have talked, but we have talked 
to a lot of people ” 


It is 18 months since Grana- 
da began searching for spon- 
sorship for ITVs top soap 
opera. Last August ft appeared 
dose to a deal with Pedigree 
Petfoods, owned by Mars. 

In December 1994 Granada 
was in discussions with Allied 
Domecq, makers of Tetley bit- 
ter, Pedro Domecq sheny, Tet- 
ley tea and Dunkin' Donuts. _ 
What is surprising is that it 
has taken so long for Granada 


to conclude a deal, when there 
is so much interest in sponsor- 
ing ITVs jewel in the crown. 

It is this that makes any deal 
delicate, not least as it may af- 
fect the estimated £18m a year 
that Coronation Street generates 
from advertising revenue. 

The possible field of sponsors 

is also restricted becmise it is un- 
likely any companies other than 
the top 15 advertising spenders 
could afford sponsorship of the 



SSeetfutureTCuriy and Racquel from the flagship soap 


programme, which was 35 years 
oldlast month. 

ITV ploughs substantial re- 
sources into tracking the success 
of sponsorship deals - for ex- 
ample Tbtley and The Darling 
Buds of May - and testing au- 
dience reaction. Although it 
has had no indication that they 
irritate viewers, they have nev- 
er been agreed for a pro- 
gramme as long-running and as 
much loved as Coronation 
Street. An industry source said 
that substantial research would 
also be undertaken before sign- 
ing to Cadbury: “With Corona- 
tion Street one takes exceptional 
care the need not to upset 
viewers. They treat it as if it s 
real life." 

An example ot the bad pub- 
licity sponsorship can generate 
occurred last week, when it 
emerged Heineken had criti- 
cised Hotel Babylon, the ITV 
music show it sponsors, for 
having too many “negroes" in 
the studio audience. The pre- 
vious biggest TV sponsorship 

deal was the £4m agreement be- 
tween ITV and Diet Coke for 
a series of movie premieres. 


Church rejects traditional doctrine 
of hell as ‘appalling and sadistic’ 



ANDREW BROWN ■ 

Religious Affaire Correspondent 

Traditional doctrines of hetffire 
and eternal torment are ap- 
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DOu into a sauj»K. - 

left searing psychological stars 
on many", according to the 
Church of England’s Doctrme 
Commission,. 

The commission's latest re- 
port, The Mystay of Salvation, 
maintain s that bell must exist. 
“The reality of hell ... is the ul- 
timate affirmation of human 
freedom.” the report says. But 
it adds that hell may prove 
empty. “Annihilation might be 
a truer picture of damnation 
than any of the traditional im- 
ages of the hell of eternal tor- 

Sent ... HeH is “ternjd 
torment, but ft is the final and 


irrevocable choosing of that 
which is opposed to God ... 

whether there be any who do so 

choose, only God knows. 

The report rejects literal un- 
derstandings of the Second 
Coming expressed m such 

D utXa u, ivwnino 



series of three that have ap- 
peared over the last 10 yeare, 
and which attempt to reconcile 
the Christian faith with science 

and feminism. 

“In any church or communi- 
ty there may be debate about 
this or that item of feminist 


WILD Uiw i - - 

soe him"; and: Th is Je sus, 

who has been taken up ftom you 

into heaven, will come m the 

same way asyou sawhnn go mto 

heaven." The passages, usays, 
“arc not intended to provide lit- 
eral depictions of the event, as 
though Jesus were a spzw* trav- 

dlerretiiraxiig to earth: They re- 
fer in the far more profound 
language of biblical imagery^© 
the manifestation in this world 
of that which is already jrue of 
Jesus Christ in heaven. . 
The report is the latest m a 


ilgCUVa, uu. 

are dwarfed by the immense fap 
that separates our generation 
from those that have gone be- 
fore ... for us, these questions, 
whatever we think about them, 
are unavoidable." The injustices 
imposed by men on women are 
denounced as sinful by the 
commission, which, however, 

draws back from uang inclusive 

lang uage about God. 

Que member of tile com- 
mission- the Dean of Lichfield, 
Dr Tom Wright, said yesterday 
that the report attempted to 


clear away Victorian ideas and 
get back to the understandings 
of the early church. 

The report gives short shrift 
to traditional images of the 

soul and the fate of the heathen. 

The soul, ft says, is not a sepa- 
rate substance from the body, 
but best understood as the “in- 
formation-bearing pattern of 
the body”, a phrase that is 
meant to return towards the 
Aristotelian idea of the soul as 
the “form" of the body, since 
modem science has shown that 
a strict division between body 
and soul makes no sense. 

The commission says that 
“People are enabled to live 
better lives through loyally fol- 
lowing other faiths, and this 
must mean that God is at work 
in those faiths." 

Leading article, page 14 


Did you buy your home insurance from your baric 
or building society? If so. your mortgage statement 
will probably indude details of your home Insurance 
payments as well. 

What it won’t tell you is that your lender could be 
taking up to 3096 commission on that insurance. 
There is no reason to pay d* - most of the time 



buildings and contents insurance don't need to be 
with your mortgage lender. By buying insurance 
direct from us you can make significant savings and 
roakttain similar high levels of coven 
Call now for more details. You can even switch over 
the phone and join the 750,000 householders who 
have saved money with Direct Line Insurance. 
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Pistols bring anarchy back to UK I Jet death crash 



Pretty vacant: The Sex Pistols changed the cultural landscape of the Seventies. Now, nearly 20 years later, they will take to the road again 


REBECCA FOWLER 


The Sex Pistols are to reform - 
almost 20 years after ihey hung 
up their battered guitars arid 
removed the safety pins from 
their noses - for a world tour led 
by Johnny Rotten. 

The punk group, best known 
for “Anarchy in the UK"’ in 
1*376. who outraged the estab- 
lishment and were banned from 
television for their single “God 
Save the Queen", will announce 


details of the Lour and plans for 
a live album in the next month. 

They arc expected to strike 
a mulu-million-pound deal to 
appear at music fest ivals in Eu- 
rope. the US, and the Far East, 
although the details arc sur- 
rounded by appropriate confu- 
sion. Rotten, whose real name 
is John Lydon, said his plans for 
1996 were “disturbing, shocking 
and disrupting". 

The group will rehearse for 
four weeks before the tour. 


amid some concern that their 
anarchic style will be dulled by 
the fact they are now all profi- 
cient musicians. Lydon. 39, will 
sing with the original group 
members, Steve Jones, 40, on 
guitar, Paul Cook, 39, on drums 
and Glen Matlock, 39, on bass. 

According to a spokesman 
for Virgin Records, which holds 
the back catalogue for the Sex 
Pistols' work, they will play 
their most famous songs. “As far 
as we know, there are no plans 


to record new numbers, and 
there is this possibility of a live 
album which we are obviously 
interested in, with the old stuff" 

However, the group is un- 
likely to reproduce its version 
of “My Way’’, sung by Sid Vi- 
cious, the infamous bass gui- 
tarist who epitomised the punk 
movement He died of a hero- 
in overdose in 1979. 

The Sex Pistols’ former man- 
ager, Malcolm McLaren, will be 
another notable absentee from 
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our Notebook 


How do you squeeze oil the benefits of desktop computing into 3 handy mobile? The answer lies in 
Ml 1 our extraordinary' range of Pentium - Processor powered Latitude notebooks. With speeds up to 
120MHz and removable hard drives up to 1.2Gb they come packed with the very latest technology'. 
Our screens are bigger and brighter than ever and we offer industry' 
leading battery technology and advanced power management giving you even greater 
flexibility'. So it's all the plus points of a desktop minus the desk. With Latitude prices 
starting at just £1.999 (£2.378.20 inch VAT and delivery) isn t it p 
time you squeezed. one in? Call us for details on 01344 724/7 7. 
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blamed 


crew’s tiredness 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 


the reunion. The group suc- 
cessfully sued him for £880,000 
for the rights to their music. 

The plans met with a mixed 
reception from punk followers 
yesterday. Julie Burchili, the 
journalist who knew the group 
in the 1970s, said she was dev- 
astated. “It's like hearing the an- 
nouncement of a death. They 
were the first perfect pop group, 
they knew when they were fin- 
ished, and broke up and died. 
This is awfuL." 


Tired pilots and a lack of 
up-to-date guidance equipment 
caused the Coventry air disas- 
ter in December 1994, in which 
five people died, according to 
the official accident inquiiy- 

The Air Algerie Boeing 737 
was on a 14- initiate transfer 
fligh t from East Midlands air- 
port to Coventry when it hit an 
electricity pylon a mOe from the 
runway, flipped over and 
crashed into a wood, having nar- 
rowly miss ed a housing estate. 

The report concludes that the 
performance of the flight crew 
was Impaired by the effects of 
tiredness. They had completed 

I more than 10 hours of flight 
duly through the night. Pilots 
are normally supposed to work 
no more than nine hours at 
night, but in exceptional cir- 
cumstances, when there are 
delays, they can work up to 12 
hours. 


Tlw Boeing 737 
was diverted to 
East Midlands 
airport because of 
badwsaiher. R 
took oft again from 

East Midlands and 

crashed on its ■ 
approach to 
Coventry airport | 


Aftifeinds 


Bfrin tog h a mS 


lOmfles 


©Coventry 


UUUId. 

The findings will give pow- 
erful ammuni tion tO pilots' OF- 

- - ‘ m CirnvnA 


□ouncing an increase in in- 
spections on “foreign regis- 
tered aircraft where there is 
doubt as to whether interna- 
tional safety standards are be- 
ing observed". 

The Air Algerie Boeing, with 
two crew and three passen- 
gers, was used to ferry veal 
calves to France and Holland 
following the ban imposed by 
many ferry firms in the face of 
animal rights protests. 

The plane was chartered by 

r«i ‘ f«-\r -l Corii>C rtf 


erful ammunition to pilots or- i ne puuvc ^ ^ ^ 

sanisations throughout Europe Phoenix Aviation for a senes of 
which are opposing plans by the flights ^tween Coventry and 
aiilhnnli/K FllfOnfi. Oil the CfaY Of the 


J 

European aviation authorities 
to allow longer duty periods at 
night. A spokesman for the 
British Airline Pilots' Associa- 
tion (Balpa) said: “Proposals in 
Europe to relax fli g ht limits 
must be resisted at all cost UK 
flight crews will continue to 


warn that flying and fatigue 
don’t mix.” 


UUU I aiiA. 

The accident also raises ques- 
tions about the safety of foreign 
aircraft using UK airports and 
yesterday. Lord Goschen, the 
aviation minister, responded 
to the Air Accident Investiga- 
tion Branch’s report by an- 


Europe. On the day of the 
crash, 21 December 1994, the 
pilots, who started duty at half 
past midnight, were due to 
make two round trips to Ams- 
terdam, returning empty each 
time. They were due back at 
Coventry at 7 30am, but on the 
second return flight, visibility at 
the airport had deteriorated to 
less than the 1,100 metres re- 
quired for the plane to land. 

Although the aircraft was 
fitted with an Instrument Land- 
ing System (ILS) which would 
have allowed it to land in fog- 
gy conditions, the equipment 


could not “lock on uCm- . 

£?s radio beam as it was unabfe 
w receive the airport s speafc. 

ic wavelength- . A - A , 

A few days earlier. AvAk 
eerie engine'ers, warned about 
The 21-year-old plane sinabdi-^ 
ty to land in amdi tkrns at poor 
visibility, had even tned to & the . 
required ILS equipment to the, 
aircraft but had been unaWclo 
make it work and had refitted . 

the older equipmenL lithcap-. 

propriate ILS equipment ted 
been on board, the plane wtnad .. 
have been able to land on its hu- . 
tial approach to the airport. 

Instead, the pilot decided Ur > 
dhert to East Midlands, ap- ; 
parentiy without obimn^g: 
permission from Air Traffic . 
Control and, according to tte z 
report, caused a potential,, 
hazard to aircraft landing at 
Birmingham. / 

After ao hour at East Mio-_ 
lands waiting for the fog.ai ; - 
Coventry to clear, the crew, anx- 
ious to finish their duty, Itxikpff." 
for the short trip to Coventry. 

Because of the lack of an au- 
tomatic landing guidance sys- 
tem, the aircraft had to be 
“talked down" by an air traffic 
controller, using the airport’s 
radar equipment. 

This went ahead unevcntlut-.. . 
ly, until there was a power tail- 
ore at the airport, caused bv the,. 
Boeing hitting an electricity 
pylon. The pilots, possibly due 
to fatigue, had failed to follow 
the proper procedure of cross- 
checking readings of the al- 
timeter. which had been 
properly calibrated. 

The report says no mechan- 
ical defects were discovered. Re- 
sponsibility for the accident 
rested with the two pilots. 


The last moments of flight ACE 702 
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The damaged plane turns over 
completely ana crashes into a 
wood anc is destroyed in the 
ensuina tire 


Champion golfer tells 
of knock-out punch 


A champion woman golfer yes- 
terday told how she “froze” 
when she punched a fellow 
dub member from his bar stool 
with a single right hook. 

Philomena Vaughan, 42, 
struck out and floored 6ft-tall 
John Price, 49, after, she 
claimed, he rubbed her thigh at 
a trophy presentation evening. 

“He fell off the stool and I 
just froze. I just went numb,” die 
told an industrial tribunal “It 
wasn’t a violent blow. I think he 
more or less fell off because he 
lost his balance.” 

Mrs Vaughan, three times 
club champion at Dewstow 
Golf Glib, Gwent, claims she 
was later sacked unfairly from 
her job as the golf shop man- 
ageress. The Cardiff tribunal has 
heard how she was dubbed 
“Muhammad Ali” or “Rocky" 
as news of the incident spread. 

Giving evidence. Mis Vaugh- 
an, a Welsh Gold Medal winner 
and Dewstow’s Golfer of the 
Year, described how she was 
helping out at the awards night 
when the blow was struck. She 
said that as she walked past Mr 
Price in her long dress she felt 


his hand go under her waistcoat 
on to her thigh. “I said. Take 
your hand away from me,’ and 
pushed his hand. When he 
moved his hand towards me, I 
said, T have Loid you take your 
hand away from me.’ " 

She claimed Mr Price made 
a joke out of the situation and 
was smiling and laughing. As 
she walked away, he made a re- 
mark and she turned back to 


him and asked what he had said. 
“He cupped his hand and 
flicked it across my face, touch- 
ing the tip of my nose. As he did 
that I put my left hand up and 
then hit him with my right hand 
on the side of his face.” 

Mis Vaughan, of Regie t, near 


Newport, said other lames in the 
bar laughed as Mr Price fell to 



Vaughan: ‘Froze’ 
ring fellow golfer 


bar laughed as Mr Price fell to 
the floor. She then went to find 
her husband Peter, a company 
sales manager, who was also at- 
tending the event as a prize win- 
ner. She told him: “John Price 
touched me up and I have hit 
him. He’s on the floor." 

Mr Price, from Caldicot, 
Gwent, denies touching Mrs 
Vaughan and a club investiga- 
tion could find no witnesses to 
the alleged assault The tri- 
bunal was also told of events 
which Jed to her suspension and 
sacking two months later. 

Mrs \foughan, whose case is 
backed by the Equal Opportu- 
nities Commission, claims that 
the chib is guilty of sexual dis- 
crimination because Mr Price 
was not treated in the same way. 
The tribunal was adjourned 
until March. 


Brewers act to dilute 
‘soft’ drinks criticism 


JOHN McKIE 


A group representing the drinks 
industry yesterday announced a 
code of practice for the naming, 
labelling and promotion of 
alcoholic “soft" drinks. 

But the move was immedi- 
ately dismissed as “toothless" by 
Labour’s Consumer Affairs 
spokesman, Nigel Griffiths. 

The Porlman Group said 
yesterday that all the leading 
brewers had agreed to a code 
of practice, in the wake of crit- 
icism that the marketing of 
such drinks could lead to a rise 
in under-age d rinkin g. But al- 
though the main breweries 
agreed that a code should be in- 


troduced, they have not yet 
agreed to the proposals put for- 
ward yesterday by the group's 
chairman. Dr John Rae. 

These included a ban on 
characters or designs likely to 
attract younger people and a 
clear distinction between drinks 
associated with childhood and 
alcoholic drinks. This would 
affect the most successful 
brand, Bass’s Hooch, which is 
marketed with a smiling lemon. 
It sells around 2 million bottles 
and cans a week. 


A Bass spokeswoman, Lesley 
Allman, said: “We are keen that 


a code of practice is put in place 
but it would be premature to 
comment on specific proposals." 


Mr Griffiths attacked the 
proposed code for failing to con- 
trol drinks marketed by small- 
er brewers, who are not 
Portman members. Only two of 
the 30 “soft” drinks that Mr 
Griffiths has identified - Hooch 
and Aqua V -are manufactured 
by group members. “The Gov- 
ernment has washed its hands 
of this problem," he said. “Ad- 
vertising rules over alcohol have 
been flouted, the Portman 
Group is a toothless group and 
the Government is in the pock- 
ets of the brewing industry.” 

A Home Office spokesman 
confirmed that the Govern- 
ment was “looking at the prob- 
lem as a matter of urgency". 
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STEPHEN WARD 

Legal Affairs Correspondent 

Martin Mears, the solicitors’ 
leader, has been blocked by le- 
gal difficulties over his pledge 
to restrict numbers entering 
the profession - a key part of 
his populist election manifesto. 
Last vear, in the first con- 

. . .« . f r nnr CiVMPtV 


President m -w yem* » — , 

was voted in by the beleaguered 

small-firm sector of the pro- 
fession, on the promise that he 
would restore incomes eroded 
over 15 years. He had accused 
the Law Society establishment 
of a defeatist attitude in failing 

to protect the P r 9 fes ^°* ct „ r 
Mr Mears confirmed yester- 
day that the society had received 
a QC's opinion that it would be 
acting outside its powers if it 
arbitrarily limited numbers. 

Counsel had been asked to 
consider the 

SSSMSSfS 


foul of the both the Solicitors 
Act and the Legal Sendees Act. 
The Law Society has a dual role, 
as both the trade union and the 
statutory regulator of me pro- 
fession, which means that where 
it acts to benefit the profession, 
ii has to be able to argue that it 

is acting in the 
There was undoubtedly a 
moWem with too many students 

feeing afiowed to p^eir ex- 
ams. Mr Meara^d.Tbe^^^ 

a backlog of 26,000 people who 
have passed the exams and 
been unable to get thetminmg 
contracts with firms which they 
need to complete qualification. 

Mr Mears, who plans to seek 
re-election thisyear, has already 
foundered with another mani- 
festo promise - to raise con- 
veyancing f ees which have 

plummeted through compeo- 
E— . the housing shnxm. The 


Hem and Uie nousmgsnmv. 

Master of the Rolls, Sir Thomas 
Bingham, told the society that 
a plan to introduce minimu m 
conveyancing fees by refusing 
insurance to cheap firms would 
probably be against the law. 
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Be under no illusions. The Cabaret is more 


front windows and an anti-theft alarm ffls certainly Be under no illusions. The Li 

not lacking in refinement. But look a little closer. than just an average family saloon. 

The wheels are five spoke alloys? Then there's Under the bonnet is a Zetec 1.6i, 16 valve 


But with an on the road price* of £12,200 (a 
mere £11,600 for the 149, this sporty edition could 
be the most sensible family 
car you're ever likely to buy. 
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J Dolphin deaths 
are blamed on 
fishing methods 

nhins and pilot whales, could die 


Washed up: A dolphin corpse Bes on the beach i 




Hospitals 
rationed as 
blood stocks 
hit new low 


LOUISE JURY 

The National Blood Authority 
has been forced to ration blood 
supplies to hospitals after stocks 
fell to a record low. 

A national advertising cam- 
paign for donors has been ex- 
tended by a week and extra 
donor sessions laid on after 
stocks in England and Wales 
sank to less than half the level 
normally aimed for. 

Private hospitals were 
warned that their orders might 
not be met and one NHS hos- 
pital, the Queen Elizabeth in 
Gateshead, is to have a staff 
donor session to boost levels. 

Sue Cunningham, manager 
of the National Blood Author- 
ity (NBA), urged donors to 
keep appointments but denied 
there was a crisis. 

A unit of blood is the treat- 
ed pint taken from a donor and 
the authority has previously 
slated it would be unhappy rf 
stocks went below 15,000. They 
have barely risen above this tar- 
get since "the second week of 
December, and on Monday 
stood at just over 8.900 units. 

Mis Cunningham said, how- 
ever, it was now clear that they 
could survive on less than pre- 
viously believed and no opera- 
tions had been cancelled 
because of shortages. 

A system Introduced last year 
to control stock movement en- 
abled the authority to work 
more efficiently, she said. 

Mrs Cunningham's revised 
view of the minimum safe lev- 
el of stocks was immediately 
challenged by doctors and 
transfusion service staff. 

Dr Paul Stevenson, a con- 
sultant haematologist in Liver- 


pool, said it was “rubbish". 
One or two patients bleeding 
acutely could use up the whole 
of available stocks of O rhesus 
positive, the most common and 
useful blood group, within 15 
minutes. “It's a crazy thing to 
say. 1 would have cancelled 
some of the routine surgery here 
on Monday morning if I’d 
known stocks were thal low. 

Dr Coim Entwisfle, recently - 
retired head of the Oxford 
transfusion service, said: “They 
have got away with it so far. but 
it's not going to take much to 
rock the boat. They're working 
on a wing and a prayer.” 

A spokesman for the Chelsea 
and Westminster Hospital, in 
London, said they had received 
only half the stocks of group O 
blood they had requested yes- 
terday. “If the situation con- 
tinues, it will be a problem." 

Mark Purcell, of the Mid Es- 
sex Health Trust, said: “If this 
continues and becomes a trend 
rather than a blip it will create 
enormous problems. W? are un- 
der pressure to reduce waiting 
times for operations. If there's 
no blood, [our plans] will go 
completely out of the window. 

Dr John Foster, scientific di- 
rector for the 35 private 
Nuffield Hospitals, said they 
took blood supplies from the 
NBA and had been warned 
that stocks were low and that 
there might be problems in the 
Wessex and London areas. 
“Obviously, we try to keep our 

planned cases because it is bad 

for business. In theoiy, we may 
have to cancel surgery, but we 
can move blood from one 
hospital to another.” 

Letters, page 14 
Troubled times. Section Two 


Limit on lawyers 
‘fells foul’ of law 


NICHOLAS ®p H0 ?JL den t S^the nud-waler trawl nets 

Environment Correspondent ^ fuh which 

i uinc have been swim well above the sea-bed like 

Eleven dolphins have mackereL hake and bass, 

washed up “Some of these marine mam- 

southemConiBhawaJm mjj , s for easy pickings 

the past around the mouths of the nets, 

lion is ts believe an influx lching lhe fish there, he 

Scottish fishermen S=h -But they run a high risk 


Dolphins and pojofees ^n 

become trapped ui fisbingneL 
and drown. Surveys in British 
waters and overseas havesho^n 
this causes thousands of deaths 
each year, most of which gpu°~ 
recorded because the corpses 
are never washed ashore. 

Before Christmas, about 4U 
Scottish mackerel fishing boats 
arrived in Cornish waters. Usu- 
ally a few arrive at that time or 
year, but the number was mucti 
higher on this occasion. 

The Scots expected large 
shoals to migrate out of Nor- 
wegian waters, where they are 
not allowed to fish, into Scot- 
tish seas. But this year the 
mackerel were late amving, so 
the boats sailed south in search 


UlU.mugi ■■ — L . , . | 

said. “But they run a high nsk 
when the nets are drawn in." 

Dr Tregenza, a part-time GP 
who researches marine mam- 
mals, added: “We’re not saying 
the fishing should stop: whavs 
needed is techniques for 
scaring the dolphins away. 

The South-west has not seen 
such high dolphin mortality 
since the winter of 1991-y~, 
when 110 corpses were washed 
up in the region 

Jim Slater, chairman of the 
Scottish Pelagic Fishermen s 
Association, said there was no 
reason to single out the Scottish 
fishermen. French and Irish 
boats were also using raid-wa- 
ter trawls in the area, as well as 
local boats from Devon and 


Photograph: Nick Tregenza 
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Churches force opt-out rethink 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Ministers last night gave way to 
pressure from the churches and 
abandoned fast-track opting out 
for church schools. 

The Nursery Education and 
Grant Maintained Schools BQl. 
published yesterday, does not 
include a fast-track to opting 
out. 

The U-turn was humiliating 
for the Prime Minister, ac- 
cording lo Labour. The measure 
for church schools is the second 
education policy to be dropped 


since Use Queen's speech in 
November 

Only a month ago, the Gov- 
ernment was forced to drop its 
Bill to privatise student loans, 
after banks refused to take 
pan. 

David Blunkctt, Labour's ed- 
ucation spokesman, said: “Tlbe 
Government’s legislative pro- 
gramme is coming apart at Lhe 
seams. In effect, two-thirds of 
their legislative plans have now 
been dropped/ 

Robin Squire, the schools 
minister, said 2,000 responses 
had been received to the fast- 


track consultation paper. “The 
churches and their schools do 
not want special treatment, but 
feel that the same procedural 
arrangements should apply to 
them as apply to other schools. 

“There is support for main- 
taining Lhe easting arrange- 
ments for applying for grant- 
maintained status and particu- 
larly for the role of parents." 

The Bill makes no mention 
of the Prime Minister's promise 
to extend grant-maintained sta- 
tus to all schools. However, Mr 
Squire made it clear that 
the commitment remained. 


Longer term options were 
being examined, he said. 

Both the Anglican and Ro- 
man Catholic churches were an- 
gered by the proposal that 
school governors should be 
able to decide on opting out 
without the parental ballot 
required in other schools. 

Faced with a revolt from An- 
glican bishops in the House of 
Lords, the Government gave 
way. 

The church schools propos- 
al provoked one of a series of 
disagreements between Gillian 
Shephard, the Secretary of 


State for Education, and the 
Prime Minster. Mrs Shephard 
is understood to have advised 
Downing Street against the 
proposals which were an- 
nounced by the Prime Minister 
last September to boost the flag- 
ging op ting-out programme. 

The short 10-dause Bill aims 
to expand nursery education for 
four-year-olds and to allow 
grant-maintained schools to 
borrow against their assets from 
private sources. 

. Mr Squire said: This new fa- 
cility for grant-maintained 
schools would bring them into 


■Unewith colleges and universi- 
ties. It; would allow increased in- 
vestment in grant-maintained 
-schools." 

The Secretary of State for 
Education will have the power 
to give grants for nursery edu- 
cation so that money given to 
local authorities for under-fives 
can be redistributed to parents 
of four-year-olds as vouchers. 


of the Association of Tfeachets 
and Lecturers, said: “Parents 
and voters want' a property 
funded . education tystem, not 
schools living on tick.” 


Privatisation costs: Beckett cites £lbn loss as expert warns of waste-disposal ‘black hole’ 



Chain reaction: Magnox stations such as Dungeness A (above) will be left in the public sector, a move deplored by Margaret Beckett, Labour’s trade and industry spokesperson 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

The Labour Party called for a 
halt to nuclear privatisation, 
claiming it will cost Lhe Exche- 
quer almost £lbn in lost rev- 
enues in the three years to 
199&-99. The demand coincides 
with separate warnings by Gor- 
don McKerron, an adviser to 
the House of Commons Trade 
and Industry Committee, that 
the planned sale of the most 
modem reactors may raise less 
than a third of the hoped-for 
£Z6bn. 


Labour urges end to nuclear sale 


Margaret Beckett, the op- 
position trade and industry 
spokesperson, said the Trea- 
sury's Red Book shows that the 
nuclear industry would have be- 
come a revenue source in 1996- 
97 and thereafter but will now 
be a substantial revenue drain. 

She blamed the decision to 
sell the profitable more modem 
reactors while leaving the age- 
ing Magnox stations with their 


billions of pounds of liabilities 
in the public sector. 

“This shows a wanton disre- 
gard for the proper husbandty 
of the public finances. It is 
time to call a halt to the sale." 
She added that the work by Dr 
McKerron underlined the need 
to stall the privatisation process 
at least until the Trade and In- 
dustry Select Committee, which 
is investigating the sale, issues 


its report. A spokesman for 
the Treasury attacked the 
argument as one-sided. 

“We will actually be offload- 
ing £8bn in liabilities. W: receive 
proceeds- from the sale and 
continued proceeds in corpo- 
ration tax," he said. 

In a farther blow to the pri- 
vatisation plans, a City analyst 
warned yesterday that disposal 
of intermediate and high-level 


nuclear waste could be a big 
stumbling-block in attracting 
investors to the sale. 

In evidence to the Select 
Committee, John Renolds, of 
the financiers James Cape], 
said the issue of waste dispos- 
al and the related financial risk 
could cause significant concern 
for potential investors in British 
Energy, the company set up to 
run the most modem reactors. 


He said that British Em 
small stake in Nirex, the 
industry’s waste-disposal com- 
pany, is “a small stake in what 
could be a very big black bole". 

Evidence from James Cape! 
also states that proceeds from 
the privatisation may be hit by 
fears over how regulation may 
affect the company. Professor 
Stephen Littlechild, the indus- 
try watchdog, caused a furore 
last year after the sale of shares 
in National Power and Power- 
Gen by making a controversial 
statement on electricity price 
controls. - 



spy enigma 


A s the prospect of power 
xigrows for Labour, the party 
leadership is tempering its be- 
lief that oversight of the secu- 
rity services should be the. job 
of Parliament rather than kept 
under the doak of the executive. 

Jack Straw, Labour's home 
affairs spokesman, admitted 
the shift as the Commons gave 
a Second Reading to a Bui ex- 
tending MJ5’s role beyond 
counter espionage and .anti- 
terrorism to a part in the fight 
against organised crime. 

T\vo years ago, when the 
Government bowed to years of 
pressure for scrutiny of M15 and 
its overseas counterpart MT6 
and set up the Intelligence and 
Security Committee, Labour 
triedto amend the legislation so 
that the committee would be an- 
swerable to Parliament 
Chris Mullin, Labour MP 
for Sunderland South, asked if 
this was still the position of his 
front bench colleagues. Did 
the leadership want to strength- 
en accountability or would the 
committee, comprising senior 
figures from both sides of the 
House, continue to report to the 
Prime Minister? 

Mr Straw said that “of 
course'’ Labour wanted “to see 
intelligence agencies which are 
properly accountable to this 
House. The question is how best 
that can be achieved whilst 
m aintaining tire operational in- 
tegrity of these agencies. 

whese arrangements have 
been put in place under the 1994 
Act It is important that they are 
kept under review, and that if 
they need to be strengthened 
then measures are brought for- 
ward to this House to ensure that 
they are indeed strengthened." 

Spotting the shift behind the 
smokescreen, Tory MPs shout- 
ed out to Mr MuUin: “The an- 
swer is ‘No’." But a smilin g Mr 
Straw came clean and told the 
House: “The answer is ‘Maybe’." 

M r Mullin also tackled 
Michael Howard, the 
Home Secretary, on the impe- 
tus for the Security Service 
Bill. Mr Howard said it would 
enable MIS to support the po- 
lice in taking on criminal gangs, 
drug traffickers and racketeers. 
' He said the Service had been 
responding to changing threats 


ever since it was founded in 
1909, from German spies in its 
eariy years, communists through 
the Cold y&r and latterly the 
terrorist menace. 

“Changes of direction for 
the Security Service arc by no 
means unprecedented." Mr 
Howard argued. But Mr Mullin 
said the background to the Bili 
was that the Service “is running 
out of threats" and that a new 
one was having to be invented 
to save the "rather bloated or- 
ganisation” from spending cuts. 

Mr Straw supported Lhe Bill 
though be said Labour had 
reservations some aspects of 
MIS’s new role. 

J unior agriculture minister 
Angela Browning earlier de- 
fended Lhe Government's re- 
sponse to “mad cow disease". 

Inside 
Earliament 

fl Stephen 
Goodwin 


Its stance was “ultra precau- 
tionary" she said in a debate 
launched by Labour’s David 
Hindiliffeon fears of a link be- 
tween BSE and the human dis- 
ease Greutzfeldl-Jacob Disease. 

Mr Hmchliffc, MP for Wake- 
field. said he doubled if regu- 
lations designed to stop infected 
tissue entering the animal and 
human food chains were being 
rigorously observed. 

Last month, fanners Stephen 
and John Thompson of York- 
shire were convicted of trades 
description offences including 
falsely dedaring the age of a calf 
and cot dedaring that it was 
bom to a BSE-infected cow. 
said Mr Hinchliffe. 

Mrs Browning said that of the 
915 BSE cases reported by Lhe 
Thompsons since 19S8, 76 per 
cent had been traced lo their 
original owners. "We follow 
very seriously this question of 
people perhaps on occasions 
trying to circumvent the system 
by keeping a BSE-free status on 
their holding by off-loading an- 
imals in such a way." 
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 


Mr Sheen Aerosol - Identification code R1 77 - R353 

It has come to our attention that a problem has occurred with 
some limited production of our Mr Sheen aerosol furniture 
polish, which could lead to leakage. In most circumstances 
this will not represent a safety hazard. Nevertheless, as a 
responsible manufacturer, we are asking you to check any Mr 
Sheen aerosol product you may have, and if necessary to 
dispose of it in an outside dustbin. 

Products which may be affected are all sizes of Mr Sheen 
aerosols in the following fragrances 
only, Pot Pourri, Original and Spring 
Fresh, marked with an identification 
code number which includes the 
letter 'R' and the following first three 
numbers, between 177 and 353. 









These codes can be 
found on the bottom 
rim of the can. 


NB Mr Sheen Trigger packs are not affected. 


WHAT TO DO 


Please check if you have any Mr Sheen Pot Pourri, Original 
or Spring Fresh aerosols. 

Please check the identification code on the bottom rim. 

If it is between R1 77 and R353 or if you have any doubts 
at all, please ring the 24 hour Freephone Hotline 

on 0500 51 161 1 for further advice. 

Reckitt & Colman Products Limited 
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Crime comes 
before the 
dole in list of 
life’s worries 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

People are mure worried about 
burglary and rape than thc\ are 
about unemployment, ill-health 
and road accident*.. 

Fear of crime still tops the list 
of “life worries - - despite the 
fact that most of us are more 
likely to fall prune to other 
misfortunes - according to the 
latest Horae Office research. 

The study is u serious blow to 
the Government, coming alter 
lb years of Conservative poli- 
cy and as the party fights a rear- 
guard action to maintain its law 
and order credentials. Further, 
it supports Labour's claims that 
crime, and the fear of crime, are 
heightened in poor neighbour- 
hoods frequented by "drunks, 
tramps and drug addicts, 
vandals and graffiti artists. 

It suggests that putting bob- 
bies on the beat might be an 
effective way of restoring pedes- 
trian use of the streets - or 
as Jack Straw. Labour's 
Home Affairs spokesman, had 
suggested, “reclaiming the 
streets - '. 

Yesterday, researchers them- 
selves expressed surprise that 
given the low level of risk, as 
many as 12 per cent of people 
said they were worried about 
lerrorisl auacks. By comparison 
only 1 1 per cent worried about 
household accidents - yet 2.5 
million people a year will end 
up in hospital as a result of 
mishaps in the home. 

But Harry Fletcher, assis- 
tant general secretary of the Na- 
tional Association of Probation 
Officers, said: “The fear of 
crime is understandable in the 
light of the growth in violent 
crime during the last decade, al- 
though it remains the case that 
the chances of being the victim 
of violence are slight." 

The study - was based on the 
findings of the latest British 
Crime" Survey, which examines 



the experience of over 15,1 KM 1 
households and is regarded as 
the most accurate indicator of 
crime rates and trends in 
England and Wales. 

ft showed that for many 
women, domestic violence 
poses a grave threat. Nearly 1 
in 30 women said they were 
worried about being attacked 
by someone in their own fami- 
ly. Among women under 3ft. the 
figure rose to 1 in 10 and 
in inner eitics was as high as 
1 in 5. 

The impact of domestic vio- 
lence. harassment, sexual in- 
sults. and behaviour that many 
women have experienced “fair- 
ly routinely" at the hands of | 
men. has contributed 10 their 
fear of crime, mure than front 
the chance of a life-threatening 
attack, the report concludes. 
Over a quarter of all women un- 
der 30 had received abusive 
comment in the streets, one in 
five had been followed. 

The study showed that be- 
tween 1 and 2 per cent of peo- 
ple did not go out of their 
houses after dark, for fear of at- 
tack. Older women, up to 1 1 per 
cent in inner cities, are most 
likely to stay at home. For 
many others, fear of crime 
meant they avoided events or 
activities, like cinemas, the- 
atres and evening classes. 

' Yesterday. David Maclean, 
the Home Office minister, said 
the best way of curbing fear of 
crime was to tackle crime itself. 
Citing the recent drop in 
recorded crime, he said recent 
government initiatives to tack- 
le crime, like the introduction 
of closed-circuit television and 
police operations targeting 
specific crimes, like burglary 
and mugging, had improved 
people's confidence. 

■ .4wdetv about Crime , findings 
from the’ British Crime Survey, 
Home Office Research and 
Planning Unit, Queen Anne's 
Gate, London SW1H 9 AT. 
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The Gift of a Black Egg 

By Ian Duhig 

In mv left hand, Uasal Nf Dhomhnaiil, 
nests vour gift of a polished basalt egg _ 
as smooth as the ubh and dubh in Dubig. 

Heaney used one for the ball ot a heel 

of the Grauballe man, a bog sacrifice. _ 

Chinese women sewed them into their clothes 
a flick of the wrists made coshes of sleeves. 

My mother’s tongue fell on my neck the mgnt 
1 drilled verbs after a Gaelic League class. 

She taught me ‘kibosh’ is an Irish word, 
sentence commuted if 1 d just shut up. <f 
I write ‘thank you' and 'go raibh maun agar , 
try to speak. I can’t - 1 wet my lips 
and a black bird flies out of my mouth. 

Ian Duhig’s first collection. The Bradford Count, was short 
,1 .4 Whitbread Poetrv Prize, his second, The Mersey 
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Buffalo to be the prince of British cheeses 

RICHARD SMITH have tried it on friends a 



. milk had to overcome, but we 

RICHARD SMITH have tn - ed on friends at par- 

„ w a tics and the reaction has been 

“"^ d 3" B ”S fi S b be twice as much 

Sfcfe 10 "" “There isno maminhuffa- 

’“StuKme «« of .he 


Saycheese: Buffalo grazing in Warwickshire. Their milk Is especially high in protein 


Photograph: John Potter 


make me 

milk supplied by a herd of I™ 
water buffalo, based on a farm 

XS5£ 

Avon. They provi^ 
of milk a week, enough forMr 
Hodgeus to make 7- che “Jj*' 
which then spend four months 

in a maturing room. 

“It is pretty wacky and I ad 
mil my staff cracked up when 
the herd's owner, Bob^^ 
arrived in our yard with the first 

load of buffalo mUk, Mr 
Hodgeus, 35, said. “Everyone 
thought I was winding them up 
until they saw the horns on the 

side of his truck, . 

“Buffalo cheese is almost 
white in colour and has a shgnt- 
W sweet, mellow flavour -its to- 
tally different to cows-mi k 
cheese but very tasty with 

salad and pickle. 

“Fm sure buffalo cheese will 
face the same barriers cheese 
made from sheep and goat s 


IU IUU« , , 

Although some types of the 
Italian soft cheese mozzarella 
are made from buffalo milk, Mr 
Hodgetts was unable to find a 
recipe for the hard cheese he 
wanted to produce. Instead, he 
adapted his own sheep’s milk 
recipe for The Original Buffa- 
lo Cheese, which is expected to 
sell for £1.40 a quarter-pound. 

Customers of Malvern 
Cheesewrigbis, at Pond Farm, 
in Whittington. Worcestershire, 
include Harrods. The company 
also supplies Duchy Originate 
with two organic cow’s-milk 
herb cheeses, one with garlic 
that appeals to Prince Charles. 

“We supply those two cheeses 
to Highgrove on a regular ba- 
sis and Prince Charles takes 
them with him on ski-ing holi- 
days as well" said Mr Hodgetts. 

“I mieht send him a small 
wedge of buffalo cheese with the 
next consignment “ 


■rc Flint Prize Duliie's verse dazzles ana carex** 

beheading a. the Atafid. Theatre, «•*»■ ^ 
don Nl, on Sunday, 14 January. 
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The M 

da Theatre, is pleased tomake exemsi h ^ed poets. 

ers’ offer for JiRtaSh Wane onSun- 

The readings wdl takeplace at ^ £4 or £6. To take 

i.i Tnmiarv from 7pm. HCKei pn «a.uAll 
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NOW WITH 0% FINANCE 




The Cinquecento SX may not help yon get fit, bnt 
it fits perfectly into town traffic. 

Its small build and athletic performance will 
aUow you to nip into the smallest gaps. Whilst all 
independent suspension means less jogging. 

A five speed gearbox helps pace out the petrol, 
from 42.8 mpg in town to 60.1 on longer runs. 

Even the choice of paintwork runs to 7 colours. 

the cinquecento SX 


Starting and finishing with matching bumpers. 

Step inside and you’ll find electric windows, 
central locking, a pop-up sunroof and stereo radio 
cassette. As weU as plenty of room to stretch your legs. 

Prices for the Cinquecento range start at just 
£6,002? on the road. 

Visit your dealer, or call 0800 71 7000 for more 
information. Run along now. 


DRIVEN BY PASSION 
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Chechens force hostage stand-off 


PHIL REEVES 
Khasavyurt and 
HELEN WOMACK 
Moscow 

Some 130 hostages were last 
night trapped on Russia’s bor- 
der with Chechnya - caught in 
a tense stand-off between their 
rebel captors and the Kremlin. 

The impasse developed after 
the rebel convoy stopped in a 
remote border village as they 
were trying to retreat from the 
Republic of Dagestan, where 
they had held 3,000 hostages in 
a hospital for 14 hours. 

The convoy stopped because 
a bridge had been blown up. 
The Lone WoJf rebels, com- 
manded by Salman Raduyev, a 
relative of the Chechen leader 
General Dzhokhar Dudayev, 
threatened to kill hostages if the 
bridge was not restored. 

Russians officials accused 
the Chechens of reneging on a 
promise to release the hostages 
at the border in return for safe 
passage to their mountain bases 
in the breakaway republic. 

Last night the convoy - nine 
buses in an ice-bound field - was 
surrounded by Russian troops, 
supported by tanks and heli- 
copters. As soldiers sheltered in 
freezing trenches, re ports cir- 
culated that some of the rebels 
had fanned out into a village 
and seized a police post. 

The Russian President, Boris 
Yeltsin yesterday warned the 
rebels not to use violence as he 
left Moscow for Paris for the 
memorial service in honour of 
Francois Mitterrand. 

According to Alexander 
Mikhailov, head of the 
Federal Intelligence Agency. 



Aftermath: Onlookers gaze at a Chechen rebel fighter killed by Russian troops during the Kiztyar hospital siege when 3,000 hostages were held captive Photograph: AFP 


there were some 150 rebels in 
the group which early yesterday, 
after striking a deal with the 
Russians, and releasing most of 
their captives, left the town of 
Kizlyar with at least 13 dead in 
their wake, a wrecked hospital 
and a groundswell of anger 
and resentment among the pop- 
ulation who regarded the assault 
as tantamount to a cowardly at- 
tack on fellow Muslims. 

As shocked and frightened 
patients were yesterday car- 
ried out of the hospital in beds. 


the body of a Russian policeman 
iay unattended. Magamed 
Malacheyev. a surgeon who 
had been trapped in the hospi- 
tal throughout, said the officer 
was shot by the Chechens in an 
effort to force Russian troops 
to stop bombarding the build- 
ing. In front of the oulict-shat- 
tered hospital lay a line of 21 
missiles, and a pile of anti- 
tank mines, which the surgeon 
said Chechens placed in each 
hospital room. 

ThemMing, and smoking a cig- 


arette, Werie Karpenko, 40, lay 
in bed and recalled how the 
rebels burst in wielding machine 
guns and rocket-launchers. 
■'They shouted: ‘Don't worry, 
you are now under the protec- 
tion of the Free Chechen Re- 
public." he said. “They said: ‘We 
won’t touch the sick. We just 
want the Russians to leave 
Chechnya so they won't kill our 
women and children'. ” 
Yesterday local officials were 
seething with resentment that 
the Chechens should have 


launched an assault in which 
they involved so mam- pregnant 
women. “If they wanted to fight 
they should have dealt with 
the men." said one Dagestani. 

“We never thought the 
Chechens would attack us." 
said Dr. Nazir Sharbuzov. a sur- 
geon in the railway hospital, 
where staff were treating the vic- 
tims. including 27 people with 
gunshot wounds. “We didn't be- 
lieve iL They are neighbours - 
people of one faith. There was 
never hostility between Dages- 


tan and Chechnya. I never be- 
lieved this could happen. It is 
like a nightmare." 

The latest hostage drama is 
a disastrous blow for Boris 
Yeltsin, with the Russian pres- 
idential elections only five 
months away. The Prime Min- 
ister. Viktor Chernomyrdin, 
said ihe "bandits- responsible 
for the raid would be punished, 
“But we do not intend to use 
head-on methods which could 
pul the lives of the hostages at 
risk." 


The new- Duma is due to con- 
vene next week and in response 
to the inevitable uproar among 
deputies, Mr Yeltsin is likely to 
sack government members. .An 
obvious candidate for dismissal 
would be the unpopular De- 
fence Minister. Pavel Grachev, 
who dragged Russia into the war 
with Chechnya in the first place. 
But finding’seapegoats might 
not be enough to make Mr 
Yeltsin re-eleclable. Yesterday 
many Russian newspapers crit- 
icised the President personally. 


Yeltsin’s choice of spy chief shows anti-West shift 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 

President Boris Yeltsin yesterday 
appointed Vyacheslav Trub- 
nikov, a career intelligence of- 
ficer with a background in Asian 
affairs, as the head of Russia’s 
foreign espionage service. Mr 
Trubnikov, 51, replaces Yevge- 
ny Primakov, who was named on 
Tuesday as Foreign Minister in 
succession to Andrei Kozyrev. 

Mr Trubnikov was previously 
first deputy director of the For- 
eign Intelligence Service, which 
came into existence after the 
former Soviet KGB security 


police was divided into domes- 
tic and foreign sections in 1991. 
The promotion of Mr Thib- 
nikov, who received many state 
decorations in the Soviet era, 
suggests Mr Yeltsin and Mr Pri- 
makov have full faith in his 
loyalty as well as his talents. 

“I looked at him and re- 
alised he was a highly skilled 
professional, respected by his 
colleagues," Mr Yeltsin told 
Russian reporters. 

According to the few publicly 
available details of his career. 
Mr Trubnikov was bom in the 
Siberian city of Irkutsk, moved 
to Moscow as a child, graduated 


from a leading institute in Ori- 
ental affairs and joined the 
KGB in 1967 when he was in his 
early twenties. He is said to have 
been based in the 1970s in In- 
dia, where be was registered as 
a journalist, and in the 1980s he 
relumed there and also worked 
ia Bangladesh. 

The Itar-Tass news agency 
said the new spy chief liked to 
spend his leisure time reading, 
listening to music and watching 
films. To those with memories of 
Yuri Andropov, the late Soviet 
leader and a former KGB boss, 
this attempt to add a human di- 
mension to Mr Trubnikovs cur- 


riculum \iioe recalled the effort 
of Soviet officials in late 1982 to 
portray Mr Andropov to West- 
erners as a jazz-loving admirer 
of good whisky. 

Mr Trubniknv's appointment 
means the Russian foreign min- 
istry and espionage service are 
now controlled by znen who, in 
contrast to Mr Kozyrev, have no 
particular track record of pro- 
Western politics. Mr Primakov's 
main area of expertise is the 
Middle East and together with 
Mr Trubnikov he can be ex- 
pected to make an effort (o 
strengthen Russia's position in 
that region as well as in China, 


India and other nan-Wesrern 
countries. 

Mr Primakovs move to the 
foreign ministry won applause 
yesterday from Mr 'Yeltsin's 
Communist and nationalist op- 
ponents in parliament who 
rarely have much good to say 
about the President's foreign 
policies. The Communist leader. 
Gennady Zyuganov, called Mr 
Primakov “an experienced and 
skilled statesman", and the ul- 
tra-nationalist Vladimir Zhiri- 
novsky praised the appointment 
as “the best possible choice". 

Both men detested what they 
saw as Mr Kozyrevs heroine and 


scraping to Western govern- 
ments mrd evidently hope that 
Mr Primakov will be a more 
stubborn defender of Russian 
interests. Mr Yeltsin dropped a 
hint yesterday that he sympa- 
thised with this view, saving of 
Mr Kozyrev. “Our policy in Yu- 
goslavia wasn’t very clear. The 
balance between East and West 
wasn't preserved. - 

Although Russia is unlikely to 
lurch to wholly anti-Western 
policies. Mr Thibnikov recently 
indicated that under certain 
circumstances he would consider 
Nato still to be an enemy. 
Speaking at a ceremony mark- 


ing the anniversary of the Sovi- 
et'security services, he said: “If 
Nato docs not find a way to 
transform itself and adapt to the 
new political realities of the post- 
Cold War era, it will of course 
remain a hostile force for us." 

Mr Yeltsin has made his per- 
sonnel changes less than a 
month after the Communist 
Party defeated pro-Westernere in 
Russia's parliamentary elections. 
Although the President appears 
keen to stick to his economic re- 
forms. his latest appointments 
suggest foreign policy may move 
to a line more acceptable to the 
Communist opposition. 


Sarajevo * 
Serbs 
put case 
to Bildt 


EMMA DALY 

Sarajevo 

Senior Serb officials who are 
desperate tore-wite the Day- 
ton peace plan vesterdayvrat- 
ed the centre of Sarajevo for the 
first meeting of th e civ man 
commission, to determine the 
future of the city, once it ikb 
been united. The meeting was 

constructive, but in the "five 
suburbs due to revert ^gov- 
ernment rule next month, Serbs 
burned front-line bunkers .and 
prepared to move out. . . 

Guarded bv French Nato 
treops, Maksim Stanisic and two 
colleagues from TUdza and, 
Grbavica, two of th e affec ted ar- 
gng, travelled to the heart of gnv* 
erament-beM Sarajevo for the 
meeting chaired by Carl BjJd?, 
head of the international dvfl. 
ian mission to rebuild Bosnia. 

Asked if he would tell Serbs 
to remain in their suburbs- Mr 
S tanisi c replied: “It wiE de- 
pend on these 'talks a Id!.- We - 
have got a lot of problems to 
solve. Heavy fighting ha* oc- 
curred here. Tune is needed as 
well as solutions to a lot ofprob- 
lems in order to have people 
feel safe and to have aposahaiiy 
for them to choose, to decide 
freely, will they slay or go." 

Mr Bildt said the discussions 
did not address in detail Serb 
demands for a revision of the 
Dayton peace plan, which 
would effectively, keep the city 
divided “The way I interpret the 
feelings among the Serbs living 
there is that a tor of them 
would like to stay ... bul-a lot 
fear they cannot.” 

He welcomed the- govern- 
ment's decision to grant an 
amnesty to all save warersni- 
□als. a proposal derided In- 
many Serbs as meaningless. 

One group of Serbs, loading 
a lorry with everything includ- 
ing the kitchen sick, prior to 
leaving their homes m the 
northern Sarajevo suburb of 
Vogosca. laughed when asked 
about the amnesty. “We don't 
trust [President Alya] Izetbe- 
govic," said Mile, a policeman. 
“They killed our children and 
bombed our houses and new. 
they want to give us amnesty? 
The only thing we trust is a 
divided Bosnia." 

The hills marking the front 
line east of the road to \bgosca 
were doited with columns of 
smoke and spurts of flame from 
bunkers set ablaze by the Serbs. 

But the city was calm after the 
shock on Tuesday night of a 
rocket attack on a tram that 
kOJed one woman. French I -For 
troops investigating the incident 
found the disposable launcher 
used to fire the rocket from a 
flat in Grbavica. a spot made no- 
torious by Serb snipers. Resi- 
dents in Grbavica, well primed 
by yearn of propa g anda, dis- 
missed the incident as “a Mus- 
lim set-up”. 


®»w 


Cellphones Direct’s NEW 

1 SECOND BILLING 

is stripping Orange of 

its appeal. 

Cellphones Direct 
has always brought 
you the best deals 
or a wide range d mobile 
phones. Now. to celebrate 
1996, we’ve introduced a new 
digital tariff, making the best even 
better. The new PereonaMtarid Extra tariff includes SO mmutes of cafts per 
month and is Hied by the second. Vbu also get access to the Vodafone tfgital 
network, providing the best coverage, berth in the UK and internationally. 

Afl this plus the highest quafty mobie phones at agnicantJy lower 
prices than Merary 0ne20ne and Orange, adds up to the best way to connect 
yourself in 1996. Smpty phone us with you credit card details to receive 
your fjhone within 4 working days. 
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Polish leader embraces ‘return to Europe’ 


ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Central Europe Correspondent 

Poland’s new President, Alek- 
sander Kwasniewski, yesterday 
tried to shake off his commu- 
nist past by declaring that he 
planned to lead his country to- 
wards the Nato military al- 
liance and the European Union. 

Speaking in Berlin cm the sec- 
ond day of his first official trip 
abroad, Mr Kwasniewski said 
that early membership of the 
two bodies remained key foreign 
policy goals - as they bad un- 
der his virulently anti-commu- 
nist predecessor. Lech Walesa. 


Mr Kwasniewski who flew on 
to deliver the same message in 
Paris, said that the choice of 
Germany and France as his 
first official ports of call was in- 
tended as a “symbolic state- 
ment". He also spoke of the 
Paris -Berlin -Warsaw axis as the 
“backbone of Europe". 

His message was well re- 
ceived by bis German hosts, who 
in addition to seeking improved 
bilateral relations with Poland, 
have always been the most ar- 
dent supporters of the expan- 
sion of both Nato and the EU 
into central and eastern Europe. 

At a dinner given in Mr 


Kwasniewski's honour on Tues- 
day night. President Roman 
Herzog of Germany declared 
that Poland could depend on 
Germany's continuing support 
in its bid to "return to Europe’’. 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, who 
last year said an EU member- 
ship treaty for Poland could be 
ready by 2000. offered similar 
assurances during earlier talks. 

Despite his Italian suits, 
suave manner and dear intel- 
ligence. Mr Kwasniewski, 41, is 
one of many east-European 
leaders with (inks to Lhe region's 
former communist regimes. He 
served as a junior minister in 


Poland's last communist gov- 
ernment, remaining a member 
of the communist party until its 
dissolution in 1990. He then be- 
came leader of the reformed 
Democratic Left Alliance, the 
dominant player in Poland's 
coalition government 
Mr Kwasniewski's past 
played a key role in last year's 
bitter presidential election; Mr 
Ublesa, the man be narrowly de- 
feated, charged that former 
communists, like leopards, can- 
not change their spots. In the 
three-and-a-baif weeks he has 
been President, moreover, Mr 
Kwasniewski has bad to con- 


front embaiTassmg-allegations 
that Jozef Oleksy, the Prune 
Minister and a fellow former 
communist had for many years 
co-operated with an agent from 
the KGB. Mr Oleksy has come 
under increasing pressure to re- 
sign pending a full investigation. 

Few Western diplomats be- 
lieve that Mr Kwasniewski has 
any desire to see a restoration 
the old regime. As a spokesman 
in the German Chancellery put 
it: “We have had no sign that Mr 
Kwasniewski wants to look east 
rather than west ... Joining 
| the EU and Nato] is very much 
in his own country's interest..’’ 


Spanish parties square up for grudge match 


ELIZABETH NASH 

Madrid 

Spain’s two main parties have 
been quick to start campaign- 
ing for the general elections set 
for 3 March, more than a year 
early. No sooner was parliament 
dissolved on Tuesday than the 
governing Socialists and the 
conservative opposition Peo- 
ple’s Party (TPPJ began hurling 
insults and rallying their forces. 

A narrow conservative victo- 
ry is predicted, perhaps falling 
short of an absolute majority. 
That could end the 13-year 
premiership of Felipe Gonzalez. 
But if the PP fails to win con- 
vincingly. questions may be 
raised about the political future 
of its leader, Jose Maria Aznar, 
who has lost once before to Mr 
Gonzalez. 

The high stakes, compound- 
ed by a personal antipathy be- 
tween the two leaders.' are 
hardly reflected in the ano- 
dyne campaign slogans unveiled 
this week. “Positively Spain" is 
a rough translation of the 
Socialist offering, while the PP 



Personal dislike: Felipe Gonzalez (left) and 
opposition People's Party leader, Jose Maria Aznar 


the 


slogan “The Centre is Win- 
ning” is a shrewd appeal to the 
electoral middle-ground where 
the most bitter bat Lies arc likely 
to be waged. 

Polls suggest that the Social- 
ists trail the PP by up to 9 per- 
centage points. The gap 
narrowed slightly following Mr 
Gonzalez's announcement be- 
fore Christmas thaL he would 
lead his party in pursuit of a fifth 
term. But ills wider than on the 


eve of the last elections in 1993 
when the Socialists squeaked m 
without an absolute majority. 

Mr Aznar has been using a 
three-day visit to London, to 
meet John Major and business 
leaders, as an effective platform 
for his programme of lower tax- 
es. clean government, law and 
order and faster growth. But the 
Socialist Parly’s organisation 
secretary. Cipria Ciscar, ac- 
cused Mr Aznar yesterday of 


preparing a “hidden pro- 
gramme” of “privatisations 
without limit and exits in social 
spending". He warned that a 
conservative government would 
provoke “social chaos” similar 
to the recent turmoil in France. 

The PP is preparing to ham- 
mer the Socialists on corruption 
scandals that have come to 
light in recent years, and espe- 
cially the illegal use in the ear- 
ly Eighties of undercover 
anti-terrorist squads - known as 
Gal — to combat Eta Basque 
separatists. 

A disaffected former Social- 
ist leader in the Basque country, 
Ricardo Garcia Dam bore nea, 
told the Supreme Court last 
week that he had attended a 
meeting in a hotel near Madrid 
in 19S3 with Jose Barrionuevo, 
then Interior Minister, togeth- 
er with the state security chief 
and socialist leaders in the 
Basque countiy, at which the 
anti-Eta campaign - including 
the kidnapping of Eia suspects 
m France - was organised Mr 
Barrionuevo maintains his 
innocence. 


Eta continues to cast a 
shadow. The Interior Minister, 
Juan Alberto BeUoch, warned 
this week that the group 
planned a renewed wave of as- 
sassination attempts throughout 
the election campaign. All de- 
mocratic parties in the Basque 
countiy meet today to plan an 
anti-terrorist counter-offensive. 

Eta is understood to feel well- 
placed to force the govern- 
ment - or its successor - to the 
negotiating table. That objec- 
tive, Mr BeUoch said, lay behind 
Eta’s stepped-up bombing cam- 
paign before Christmas. Both 
main parties, however, pub- 
licly rule out talking to Eta. 

The Supreme Court Judge 
Eduardo Moner, who is inves- 
tigating whether the Socialist 
government masterminded the 
raurdei^ of up to 27 Eta suspects 
from 1983 to 1987. is expected 
to decide this week on further 
proceedings against Mr Bar- 
rionuevo. The former minister 
is under investigation on sus- 
picion of kidnapping, misuse of 
public funds and association 
with an armed ga n g. 
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End snubs 
to Patten, 
Rif kind to 
tell Peking 


TERESA POOLE 

Rakin g 

STEVE VINES 
Hong Kong 

China must start talking again 
to Chns Paucn, the Governor 
01 Hong Kong, if it wants to re- 
store the tattered confidence of 
the colony’s people before next 
^ ar "? transfer of sovereignly 
■ ! Cign Secretary, Maicotfn 
Kilrand. is expected to tell Pres- 
ident Jiang Zemin today. 

British officials in Pefcine 
said yesterday that the last few 
months had seen a “haemor- 
rhaging of confidence” from 
people in Hong Kong and that 
resuming contact between 
Peking and Mr Patten would 
have a direct impact on morale 
in the colony. 

Mr Patten has been side- 
lined by Peking since 1992 when 
he unveiled his electoral reforms 
for the colony. Mr Rifldnd said 
he told his Chinese counterpart, 
Qian Qichen, on Tuesday that 
“it was high!}’ desirable for the 
British and Chinese sides to 
have full dialogue incorporat- 



Matcoim Rtfkind: Strong 
message for China’s leader 

ing all those who have an im- 
portant role to play. We hope 
that over the weeks to come the 
Chinese side will reflect on this 
and that wc can turn to a prop- 
er dialogue which is very much 
in the interests of. the people of 
Hong Kong." 

Asked for evidence that con- 
fidence was declining in the 
colony, the officials cited opin- 
ion polls and applications for 
emigration !o other countries 
“up 50, 60, 70 per cent”. 

Mr Rifldnd yesterday held a 
meeting with China’s Prime 
Minister, Li Peng, in which he 
stressed that improving morale 
was essential. “Crucial to that 
confidence will, of course, be 


‘Terrorist’ US 
reporter faces 
30 years’ jail 


PHIL DAVISON 

Latin America Correspondent 

Was she simply a caring, bona- 
fide journalist or a treacherous 
ten-orist known as Comrade 
Lucia among Peruvian urban 
guerrillas? One way or the oth- 
er, Lori Berenson, a 26-year-old 
New Yorker, is waiting to be 
sentenced by a Psruvian mffitary 
court to 30 years in prison for 
treason. 

Just as American editorialists 
and the liberal establishment 
were leaning towards defending 
Ms Berenson, she helped to an- 
swer the question herself in an 
angry statement to reporters in 
Lima, the Peruvian capital, on 
Monday. She did not admit 
belonging to the Tlipac Amaru 
guerrilla group (MKJA), but de- 
fended it as’ a "revolutionary 
movement" and said she ac- 
cepted that she would probably 
spend **y ears in prison”. The 30- 
year sentence demanded by a 
military prosecutor is thought to 
be the minimum for treason. 
The maximum is life. 

Paraded before the press for 
the first time by anti-terrorist 
police, a defiant Ms Berenson, 
who is accused of helping the 
guerrillas plan an attack on the 
ltauvian Congress, insisted that 
the Tupac Amaru guerrillas 
were non-violent- That, how- 
ever, did not tally with the 

. «_ rtf fr lrinsmniTlPS. 


the bombing of American- 
owned restaurants and shoot- 
outs with the array and pohee. 

Ms Berenson, tom Manhat- 
tan, is the first American to 
come before a so-called faceless 
judge in Peru. During her 
closed trial, which may last less 
than a week, she and her lawyer 
sit before a sheet of mirrored 
triatsL behind which s its the mil- 
itary judge. The practice was 


initiated to protect judges from 
guerrilla reprisals. 

Ms Berenson surfaced in 
Lima last year, as a reporter for 
the US-based magazine Third 
World Viewpoint, with accredi- 
tation from the Peruvian 
authorities. The magazine’s 
editors said they considered 
her a bona-fide journalist 

Peruvian police, however, 
said journalism was a cover for 
Ms Berenson’s links with the Tu- 
pac Amaru guerrillas, a much 
smaller group than the better- 
known Sendero Luminoso 
(Shining Path). She was arrest- 
ed on 30 November last year af- 
ter a fourth trip to the Congress 
building in lima. Ftolice said she 
had been scouting the building 
for a planned guerrilla attack. 

Hours after she was detained, 
anti-terrorist police laid siege to 

a “safe house" in Lima, de- 
taining 20 alleged members of 
Tupac Amaru after an all-night 
shoot-out in which a policeman 
and three alleged guerrillas 
were killed. Police later dis- 
played a huge arms cache which 
they said they had found in the 
house, and said they found 
guerrilla propaganda in Ms 
Be reason’s flat 

She bad, they said, travelled 
through central America with a 
Panamanian arms dealer, Pao- 
fico Castreflon-who also feces 
a 30-year sentence - to buy i 
weapons for the guerrillas. 

PA the news conference on 

Monday, Ms Berenson declined I 
to answer questions but shout- 
ed a statement in Spanish. “1 
love this country..." die said. “I 
am being condemned because 
of my concern for the hunger 
and misery that exists here. If 
it is a crime to be concerned 
with the inhuman conditions in 
which the majority of people in 
this country live, then 1 accept 
my sentence." 
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their belief that the autonomy 
of Hong Kong provided for in 
the ‘two systems, one country’ 
principle will be folly respect- 
ed,” Mr Rifldnd said. 

Last night's national televi- 
sion news gave mixed signals of 
China's reaction. Mr Li was 
quoted as saying Peking “would 
not send a single official to take 
up office” in Hong Kong and 
“will not take away a single pen- 
ny of Hong Kong’s money” af- 
ter the territory reverts to 
mainland rule on 30 June 1997. 
But the positive effect of reit- 
erating existing Chinese com- 
mitments was clouded by a 
more ambiguous comment: “If 
people worry about Hong 
Kong's future, it does not mal- 
ter. So long as Hong Kong 
remains a good trade and in- 
vestment centre, those people 
who leave will return.” 

The steady improvement in 
Sino-British relations has ap- 
peared to ease the atmosphere 
for negotiations over Hong 
Kong during Mr Rifkind's 
three-day visit. But his attempts 
to persuade Peking to rethink its 
plans to dismantle the colony's 
elected Legislative Council, fell 
as expected, on deaf ears. “Sad- 
ly, but not surprisingly, [Li Peng] 
repeated the known Chinese po- 
sition with regard to Legco.” said 
the Foreign Secretary. 

Mr Riflond also put great em- 
phasis on the sensitivity of Chi- 
na's future choice of chief 
executive to take over on 1 July 
1997 in Hong Kong. The can- 
didate, who must be a Hong 
Kong person, should “be some- 
one who commands the support 
and respecL of the civil service 
in Hong Kong and of the peo- 
ple of the territory," he said. 

On the question of right of 
abode, Mr Rifkind said on 
Tbesday that his Chinese coun- 
terpart had confirmed that “all 
those persons with permanent 
resident status who are now in 
HK will continue to have resi- 
dent status after 1997”. 

However, British officials ad- 
mitted yesterday that the query 
had been raised in the context 
of the future status of long-stay 
expatriate businessmen in Hong 
Kong. Stiff to be clarified is the 
future status of Hong Kong- 
born ethnic minorities, and 
Hoog Kong Chinese holders of 
foreign passports, especially if 
they are living abroad. These 
issues are yet to be sorted out 
by the Sino-Britisb Joint Liai- 
son Group. 



Mothers' pride: A study In Ludhiana revealed that 84 per cent of child patients were boys. Daughters were only bought for treatment near to death Photograph: AP 

India bans sex tests to save ‘missing daughters’ 


TIM MCGIRK 

New Delhi 

In some aimers of India, moth- 
ers arc forced by poverty to kill 
their newborn daughters. Some 
suffocate them or daub poiso- 
nous oleander on their tongues. 
In the western deserts of Gu- 
jarat, a baby is taken from her 
mother and abandoned in an 
house until her crying stops. 

Until 1 January, parents 
could dispose legally of un- 
wanted girls by abortion. But the 
government has announced a 
ban on tests to determine 
whether an expectant mother is 
carrying a boy or a girl. 

Indian authorities now forbid 
the use of such diagnostic tools 


as amniocentesis and ultra- 
sonography in deciphering a 
foetus’s sex. This came after 
Census-lakers recorded an 
alarming drop in India's female 
population. World-wide, for 
every 100 men, there arc 105 
women: in India, the average 
has fallen to 93 women for 
every 100 men, but in some re- 
gions there are fewer than S5 
women per 100 men. 

Unicef, in a recent report, 
stated: “There is perhaps no 
more shameful statistic than the 
fact that some 40 to 50 million 
girls and women are ‘missing’ 
from the Indian population. 
One Bombay hospital that car- 
ried oul sex tests on foetuses 
asked its patients to report 


back if they had undergone 
abortions and. if so, whether the 
foetus was u boy or a girl. 
Social workers discovered that, 
for every aborted male, there 
were 1,000 aborted females. 

Female infanticide was 
banned by the British in India 
as far back as 1870. but the prac- 
tice persists. A girl is considered 
a burden because families roust 
usually pay a huge dowry to 
marry her off. Often, poor fam- 
ilies will fall into debt for years 
to provide the bicycle, television 
set, silk saris and gold 
jewellery that are a bride- 
groom's minimum demand. 

At the upper end, a graduate 
from the elite government train- 
ing school can command a 


starting dowry of more than 
£30.000. And the newspaper ad- 
vertisements for clinics that 
cany out selective abortions are 
unabashed: “Why not spend 500 
rupees (£9) for a sex test now, 
and save yourself lakhs later?" 
(A lakh is 100,000 rupees). 

It is not only the poor who re- 
sort lo female infanticide. 
Unicef contends that in 
Haryana and Punjab, two rich 
farming stales, the ratio is about 
87 women to 100 men. Trav- 
ellers to India are often struck 
by the scarcity of women. Few 
are to be seen in trains, in the 
bazaars or toiling in the fields. 

Traditionally, villagers think 
that having daughters is a waste 
of money and food, since they 


grow up. many, move away, and 
are unable lo provide for their 
own parents. “Having a daugh- 
ter is like watering your neigh- 
bour's garden,” is one proverb. 
But even among many middle- 
class families, sons are pre- 
ferred to daughters and are 
generally better treated. A study 
by a Ludhiana teaching hospi- 
tal showed that out of every 100 
children admitted, 84 were 
boys. When girls were finally 
brought for treatment, parents 
had waited until their daughters 
were near death. 

Social workers say that al- 
though the new ban on sex tests 
is a step towards ending girl-only 
abortions, it could be impossi- 
ble to police. Amniocentisis 


and ultrasound have a multitude 
of other diagnostic uses and both 
are widely available in thousands 
of clinics. A spokesman from 
one British family planning or- 
ganisation working in Delhi 
said: “Some abortion clinics 
don’t screen women that care- 
folly on why they want to ter- 
minate their pregnancy. I'm 
sure the sex tests wUl go on, but 
in the back streets." 

Development experts insist 
that only when Indian families 
learn to honour the female 
child as much as sons will the 
situation improve. Until then, 
it will be always be difficult find- 
ing stationery shops in India that 
sell congratulation cards for 
the birth of a new daughter. 


The AEG Winter Sale. 





j\ £ 699 . 99 , 

m VJfPP 99 -M J 


OKO-LAVAMAT 1260 Washer Dryer 

• 20 wash programmes including time-saving 
’Wtish-and-Dry' feature • 1200/700 spin speeds 

• Automatic load adjustment for lowest running costs 

• Sensortronic foam sensing for best rinse results 

• Turbo-drying with reverse tumbte action 

OKO-LAVAMAT 6100 Washing Machine 

• Highly acclaimed Digitronic control system for 
excellent wash results with low running costs 

• 19 wash programmes irtcl. | M | | p m i 

Quickwash and super gentle 

Wool-Cradle 

• High efficiency 900 rpm spin 

• Variable temperature control fl 
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SANTO 3534KG 

Frfdge/Freezer 

• 2 compressor design for 
quieter and improved all-round 
performance • External 
controls and freezer thermometer 

• Large last-freeze capacity 
f • Low running cost - energy 
j efficiency category.'C 

• 6.8/4.9 cu. ft. gross capacity 

— -»• CFC/HFC-free 
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The most efficient washing machine available 

OKO-LAVAMAT 6955 
Sensorlogic Washing Machine 

• State-of-the-art neural finery- — ____ 

Logic control system. Easier / 
programming. Quicker wash 

times. Lowest running costs \ CTOq , 

■ 20+ wash programmes incl. Super \ J 

Quickwash and gentle Wbol-Cradle V flBPp7 oa^ J 

• High efficiency spin. Choice of 1500, 

1200, 1000, 900 and 700 spin speeds 

■ Sensortronic foam sensing for best rinse results 

• Extremely quiet 


The most economical 

frost-free freezer 

OKO-ARCT15 2794GA 

Upright Freeier 

• Electronic No-frost system - 
no more defrosting ' 

• Extremely low running cost - 
energy efficiency category: *B' 

• 9.2 cu. ft. gross capacity 

• Large last-freeze capacity 
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QKO-FAVORIT 4040 Dishwasher 

• Super quiet design - only 47dB 

• The quietest 4 programme / WW7B? SALE 

dishwasher available / PRICE 

• Unique BlO-wash V COon n n 

programmes - 65 °C results \ , 

using only 50°C V KfiPf StToa J 

• ‘Care Clean' glaze protection ” i 

• 12 place settings 








Safety and versatility: 
Cool toucfiflEnergy 
$ j saver doors, and full 
. :.T * Muttfifimction spec, 

. COMPETENCE 5210V 

’ ~ y| Slot-in cooker 

R f ' • The complete multifunction 

" LI double oven slot-in 
Ml • Auto-timer for both ovens 
■y^i • Full set of catalytic self-clean 
f - 'y liner s In both ovehs 

/ WmSSncl * Ceramic *** 
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Sensorlogic Dishwasher 

■ Super quiet design - only 45dB 

• State-of-the-art neural Fuzzy Logic wash system. 
Easier programming. Quicker wash times. 

Lowest running costs • 7 programme dishwasher with 
automatic load adjustment - unique to AEG 

• Unique BlO-wash programmes - 65°C results using 
only 50°C » ’Care Clean’ glaze protection 

• Flexible basket layout for 12 place settings 


dKO-FAVORIT 5040 Dishwasher 

• Super quiet design - only 47dB - ths quietest 5 programme 
dishwasher available 

• 5 programme dishwasher incl. 

Intensive and Economy wash 

• Unique BlO-wash programmes 
- 65“C results using only 50°C 

• 'Care Clean' glaze protection |.| 

• Flexible basket layoLrt^^ S3 : 

for 12 place_^-^^t \ 
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Fid multifunction double oven 
COMPETENCE 52380B 
Build-in double oven 

• Multifunction double oven • Cool-toucb/Energy saver 
oven doors • Full width glass doors and control panel 

• Shielded control dials for easy cleaning 

• Powerful grill wfth foil width and economy half setting 
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MICROMAT 21T Microwave Oven 

• 8 weight and 5 auto reheat programmes 

• 850W power output. 9 settings • 3 stage 
programmable • 21 litres (0.75 cu It) capacity 


Available from good independent electrical ratuleis, selected Elect ricity Companies and Co-op Societies, AUdera, Apollo, Ben tails, Currys, Harrods, 
House of Fraser, John Lewis, Wilier Bros, Power People, SeHridgee, Tempo and other leading department stores. For your nearest outlet call QBO0 132332. 
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Arafat’s 
election stirs 
passions of 
Palestinians 
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PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

His hands covered with paste, 
a young election worker named 
Montasser Abu Rumei was 
sticking up election posters on 
a pitch dark night in aJ-Swa- 
hareh village, east of Jerusalem. 
He said he did not need a 
torch because “during the in- 
tifada, I got used to putting up 
posters of martyrs killed by the 
Israelis without' using a light so 
the soldiers could not see me”. 

The posters pul up by Mon- 
iasser today have pictures of live 
rather than dead Palestinians. 
They show three who want to 
represent greater Jerusalem in 
the 88-member Palestinian 
Council to be elected on 20 Jan- 
uary. In al-Swahareh, as in the 
rest of the West Bank and 
Gaza, every flat surface is cov- 
ered with pictures of the 700 
candidates. 

Despite the haste with which 
the election was arranged - the 
size of the council was only set- 
tled three weeks before the 
polling day - Pales tinian s are en- 
thusiastic about the poll. “It is 
a step towards us building our 
own state,” said Riyadh Abbassi 
handing out glasses of tea to 


voters in the election head- 
quarters of a candidate in Abu 
Dhis. in the same constituency. 

Not everybody feels that way 
about the first elected Pales- 
tinian assembly. Montasser said 
until recently he had belonged 
to the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), 
based in Damascus, which has 
rejected the Oslo accords. "We 
split because they boycotted die 
election." he said, adding that 
he now supports a party that co- 
operates with Yasser Arafat, the 
chairman of the PLO. 

As Montasser was speaking, 
a local leader who has remained 
loyal to the Democratic Front 
appeared out of the darkness 
and justified his party’s refusal 
to lake part in the election. 

"It gives us complete control 
of just 3 per cent of the West 
Bank: 27 per cent is mixed 
control with the Israelis and they 
still hold 70 per cent of the 
land. - he said. “The Israeli set- 
tlements are still here and there 
is no right for the refugees of 
1948 to return." 

There is no doubt that most 
Palestinians in the West Bank. 
Gaza and Jerusalem do want to 
vote. European election mon- 
itors say they were impressed 
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Spiritual guidance: Muslim Palestinians in Bethlehem praying in front a wall covered fn election posters 



with the efficiency with which 
just over a milli on voters were 
registered. Even people given 
little chance of winning seats 
have mounted enthusiastic 
campaigns. 

The enthusi asm is surprising, 
as only one of the broadly-based 
parties, Mr Arafat's Fhlah or- 
ganisation, is fighting the elec- 
tion. The two biggest parties in 
the secular opposition, the 
DFLP and the Popular Front 


for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP), are boycotting the pofl. 
Despite last-minute negotia- 
tions in Cairo, the militant Is- 
lamic organisation Hamas also 
refused to put up candidates. 

Many local activists in the 
boycotting parties were keen to 
participate but were overruled 
by leaderships based abroad. As 
a result, polls show support for 
Hamas has dropped from 17 per 
cent to less than 10 per cenL 


The secular opposition has also 
seen a steep fall in its support. 

Saeb Erekat, the former min- 
ister of local government who 
devised the electoral law and is 
a candidate in Jericho, says Mr 
Arafat did what he could to get 
the opposition to stand 

Mr Arafat would like some 
Hamas leaders to stand, but also 
would like Hamas to split. He 
has also made sure that the 
minorities, fnchirimg Christians 


in Bethlehem and 300 Samari- 
tans on a mountain top near 
Nablus, are represented 
There isa regal quality about 
the way Mr Arafat decrees who 
contests seals. Carl Lidbom, the 
head of the European Union 
monitors, complained last 
month when the number of 
seats in the council was in- 
creased by five by a presiden- 
tial decree. A 22-day campaign 
was shortened to two weeks. 


Photograph: AFP 

Mr Arafat wants the council 
to consist of more than Fatah 
militan ts, so representatives of 
important clam, rich families 
and minorities have been 
favoured 

Critics complain that Fatah 
will resemble the ruling Baalh 
party in Syria. Arafat support- 
ers wrist that even if he want- 
ed thie J Pales tinians have been 
politically active for too long for 
him to get away with it 



Joyous welcome 
for Hussein 
jams Tel Aviv 




Jerusalem — King Hussein 
made his first public visit to Tel 
Aviv yesterday, protected by a 
quarter of the Israeli police. At 
the same time. Israel began the 
release of 1,200 Palestinian 
prisoners under the terms of its 
peace agreement with the PLO, 
writes Patrick Cockburn. 

The Kjng, a experienced pi- 
Iol flew a Jordanian array he- 
licopter to the Sde Dov air base 
dose to Tel Aviv, where he was 
met by Shimon Peres, the Prime 
Minister. Central Tel Aviv was 
paralysed as police dosed off 
roads and diverted traffic. 

“I cannot remember a lime 
that Israel waited for a visitor 
with such warm anticipation as 
it has for you. Your Majesty,” 
Mr Peres said. King Hussein is 
thought to have made a secret 
visit to Tel Aviv in 1977, but his 
visit yesterday was a mark of the 
increasingly close alliance be- 
tween Jordan and Israel since 
they signed a peace treaty in 
1994. 

*Tm so moved so touched by 
the warmth with which we have 
been received.” The King said 
“I feel at home and among 
friends.” Calling Mr Ptres “my 
fellow peacemaker,” he said he 
boped for peace “not only be- 
tween our two countries and 
peoples, but hopefully for this 
entire region in the very near- 
est possible future”. 

Mr Peres echoed his senti- 
ments, saying: “We are trying 
our utmost so that we can bring 
before our people a proposal for 
peace with Syria. By the end of 
the cennuy, which is a matter 
of another four years, I do be- 
lieve the Middle East can reach 
a comprehensive full peace." 
There is "enough room here" 
for President Hafez al-Assad of 
Syria, Mr Peres added 

Jordanian flags and banners 
welcoming the King in Arabic 
decorated the city as thousands 
of Israelis lined the streets to 
watch the motorcade. He visit- 
ed the Ichilov hospital where 
two Jordanian soldiers are re- 
ceiving treatment and where 
Yitzhak Rabin died after being 
shot in November. He took 
part in a ceremony naming the 
Yitzhak Rabin Trauma Centre 
and Rabin's widow, Leah, gave 
him a medal in honour of her 
husband The King was later 
due to stop ai the Sea of Galilee 
in northern Israel to present a 
peace prize to an Israeli and a 
Jordanian envoy. 

By improving relations rapid- 
ly with Israel, Jordan has 


escaped the diplomatic isolation 
that accompanied its neutrali- 
ty in the Gulf war. Earlier in the 
week the United States offered 
Jordan a military package in- 
cluding 16 F-16 aircraft In the 
last six months King Hussein has 
also expressed increasing op- 
position to the Iraqi leader, Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

At the ceremony by the Sea 
of Galilee, the King was to meet 
the US Secretary of State, "War- 
ren Christopher, on his 16th vis- 
it to the region to broker peace 
between Israel and Syria. Ear- 
lier, Mr Christopher stressed 
that big gaps remained be- 
tween the two rides. “We’ve 
come to a critical point in the 
negotiations where we need to 
coalesce on some of the main 
issues," Mr Christopher said 
The Syrian press has been more 
upbeat about the negotiations. 
In contrast to Rabin, his pre- 
decessor, Mr Peres has been 
prepared to see Washington 
put forward its own mediation 
proposals. 

In Gaza and the West Rank, 
Israel yesterday released 800 
prisoners out of 12200 who are 
to be freed before the Pales- 
tinian elections on 20 January. 
There were shoals of joy at the 
crossing point into Gaza as the 
detainees were freed. 

“I have mixed feelings,” said 
Zakariya Abu Zaideh, 28, a 
member of the militan t Islam- 
ic Jihad from Gaza. “On the one 
hand, I am happy to be free. But 
I am also sad because many of 
my colleagues are still behind 
bars.” 

Many of those freed be- 
longed to Islamic and leftist 
groups opposed to Israeli-PLO 
peace moves. Prisoners said 
they signed a pledge against vi- 
olence, but a pledge to support 
the peace process was dropped. 
The releases will produce the 
number of Palestinian prison- 
ers held by Israel from 5,500 to 
4,300. 


Israeli 
secrecy 
becomes 
a dead 
letter 


Jerusalem — Ami Ayalon, a for- 
mer head of the Israeli 
aerecd to serve as the next 
head of the Shin Bel security 

agenev. according tcm^iare- 

ports, writes 

TTiis fact is about to becomean 
official secret, since the head of 
the organisation is meant lope 
knownonh- by the imualleuer 

of his first name. - 

“Kaf”, the current head, re- 
signed on Monday because of 
Shin Bet's failure to prevail the 

assassination of Yitzhak R^wi, 

the prime minister. 

The identity of the head of 
the Shin Bet must be one of the 
world's worst-kept secrets and 
efforts to conceal il have be- 
come the subject of mockery m 
the press. .At the time he was ap- 
pointed. Kaf. 45. a specials on 
Israeli extremist groups, was tar- 
geted bv right-wing opponents 

who put' his name and telephone 
number on the Internet. He has 
been shown repeatedly on tele- 
vision this week, with only his 
face blurred, and even gave an 
interview outside his offioi.. 

A majority of ministers 
favour publicising the name cf 
the Shin Bel head, according to 
a television poll which said 
nine wanted to give his name, 
four were opposed and five re- 
fused to respond, but were be- 
lieved to favour dropping the 
nominal secrecy. Ya'acoy Pen. 
a former head of the Shin Bet, 
and Kaf both say the name 
should be disclosed. 

The attitude of .Admiral Av- 
alon to impending anonymity is 
not known. During his three 
years as head of the navy he 
showed little penchant for pub- 
licity, once telling a military 
magazine: "We are not in the 
headlines - that testifies to our 
success.” If appointed, he will 
be the first outsider to head the 
Shin Bet. an innovation that had 
been criticised by some former 
officers. 

Palestinian intelligence has 
never been in much doubt 


sou 

for 



Anti Ayalon: Set to be next 
head of internal security 

about who headed the Shin 
Bet since it negotiated an agree- 
ment with its leaders in Rome 
-1994 on the division of author- 
ip' between the two organisa- 
tions on the West Bank. 

Yossi Sand, the Environment 
Minister, told Israeli radio yes- 
terday: “The names of the two 
former heads of the GS5 [Gen- 
eral Security Service - Shin 
Bet) were known to the Pales- 
tinians, the radical right and the 
whole world. Only the Israelis 
did not know.” 

Meanwhile, Kaf is reported 
by Palestinian security sources 
to have overseen the assassi- 
nation of Yahya Ayyash, the 
Palestinian master bomber, 
from the Israeli settlement of 
Nisanit in the Gaza Strip last 
week. 

Kamal Hama d, the building 
contractor who is accused of get- 
ting the booby-trapped tele- 
phone to Ayyash, apparently 
decided to become an Israeli 
collaborator after being bank- 
rupted in a faded construction 
project. The Israeli press has 
speculated that he received 
$lm. 
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Medical rows 
sour mourning 
for Mitterrand 


MAKYDEJEVSKY 

Paris 

As final arrangements were 
made for Francois Mitterrand's 
funeral today in the small town 
of Jaroac in western France, 
controversies erupted that 
threaten to simmer on well af- 
ter Lhe former president is 
buried. His medical history, 
theadvice of his doctors and the 
political and media treatment of 
his passing have all come to at- 
tention in ways that could have 
repercussions, including for 
President Jacques Chirac. 

On the surface, all was calm, 
organised and reverential. Ever 
since Mitterrand's death on 
Monday, the media have been 
dominated by considerations 
of his career and legacy to the 
exclusion of everything else. 
Political life is at a standstill; the 
outside world barely exists. 

The doorway of Mitterrand’s 
official residence, at 9 avenue 
Fr£d<£ric de Play, near the Eif- 
fel Tower, was surrounded yes- 
terday by wreaths and red roses. 
In steady rain, a queue of 200 
people shuffled towards the 
police barriers, to be admitted 
a dozen at a dme to lay their ros- 
es and sign the condolences 
book. On the other side of the 
street stood a larger group of 
silent people watching for the 
arrival of the famous. 

In the evening, the Socialists 
arranged a memorial gathering 
at Bastille, under a giant illu- 
minated portrait of Mitterrand. 
It was a solemn counterpart to 
the exuberant scenes at Bastille 
in May 1981, when Mitterrand 


was elected France's first 
Socialist president. 

Last-minute arrangements 
were being made to receive hun- 
dreds of official guests, includ- 
ing heads of slate and 
government, who will attend the 
memorial Mass at Notre Dame. 
There is to be a minute's silence 
nationally at 11am, as die fu- 
neral in Jamac and the Mass in 
Plans commence. 

When this day of national 
mourning ends, however, the 
controversies may well live on. 
One of the bitterest relates to 
Mitterrand's treatment and the 
use of alternative medicine. 
His brother, Robert, told 
French television that he "“could 
have been saved" if overseas 
specialists had been brought in 
but his doctors would not call 
for help from abroad. 

The chief cancer specialist at 
a leading Paris hospital backed 
up the criticism, saying Mitter- 
rand had been treated by “char- 
latans with magic powders" 
and deplored the fact that he 
had been advised not to take the 
■‘classical” treatment for 
prostate cancer. Family mem- 
bers, including his widow, 
Danielle, issued a statement say- 
ing they had nothing but praise 
for the doctors. 

The second controversy con- 
cerns his medical records. Re- 
ports circulated yesterday to the 
effect that Mitterrand's first 
presidential medical examina- 
tion showed that be was already 
suffering from cancer, and that 
results were concealed. The 
first that France knew about his 
illness was in 1993, when he was 


first operated on. Had 
Mitterrand's condition been 
made public, it is highly unlikely 
that he would have been elect- 
ed to a second term. The pres- 
sure on Mr Chirac to publish 
results of his medical lesis will 
now be very strong. 

The third controversy relates 
to the adulatory treatment of 
Mitterrand and his memory by 
politicians of all parties and by 
the media. Some Gnullists arc 
reported ro be unhappy with die 
uncritical tributes, including 
from Mr Chirac. "You might 
have thought they were on the 
left," one said. This view is 
shared by many French people, 
who think the “beatification" 
has gone loo far and have been 
switching off televised tributes. Local tribute 
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xrwnsngople signing a book of condolence in Jarnac7MitteiT alw * ,s home^town^n^lastrestin^ploc^ 


Photograph: Brian Harris 






France spied on 
commercial rivals 


IMRE KARACS 

Bonn 

The former head of the DGSE, 
France's foreign intelligence 
service, has admitted for the first 
time that his spies snooped on 
foreign commercial companies 
and passed on vital business and 
technical information to French 

firins. . 

In a remarkable interview 
for Germany’s ZDF television, 
to be broadcast tonight, Claude 
Silberzahn, who ran the DGSE 
from 1989 to 1993, assertal 

that “aD secret services of the big 

democracies undertake eco- 
nomic espionage". 

“Their rale is to peer mto hid- 
den corners,*’ Mr Silberzahn 
“and in that context busi- 
ness plays an important part. 

“In France the state is not just 
responsible for the laws, it is also 
an entrepreneur," Mr Su- 
berzahn went on. “There are 
state-owned and semi-public 
companies. And that is why it is 
correct that for decades the 

French state regulated the mar- 
ket with its right hand in some 
ways and used its intelligence 
service with its left hand to for- 

msh its commercial companies. 

Although the former spy boss 
refused to give details, ZDF 


television produced a long list 
of US companies, including 
Boeing and Texas Instruments, 
which were - and probably still 
are — targeted by the DGSE. 

The French used eavesdrop- 
ping technology stolen from 

the Americans to track the test 

flights of the new Boeing 747- 
400 in Seattle. The data was 
then passed on to Airbus, the 
French-led consortium in which 
Britain. Germany and Spain 
also participate. It is perhaps no 
coincidence that Airbus is now 
said to build the most advanced 
fly-by-wire (computer) naviga- 
tion system in the wood. 

In September 1993 France s 
GEC-Alsthom won a lucrative 
contract to build South Korea's 
fast train network. The Ger- 
mans were convinced at die 
time that their own Siemens had 
produced a far more competi- 
tive tender but had been nob- 
bled by the French. 

Could the DGSE have had a 
hand in the contract going to 
France? That is not impossible, 
judging by Mr Silberzahn s 
words: “It is among the tasks of 
the secret services to tise open 
and secret sources to shed light 
on ... the granting of such ma- 
jor contracts, particularly m 
far-off countries." 
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Introducing sn unbeatable, impossible to ignore, 
once in a lifetime orrer. 

The m credible i ixed rate mortgage ~om 
Alliance & Leicester. 


Are we asking 5rL? Are W9 asking 42? 


No, at Aiiisr.ce c* 




D3V is 2.45 1 . c 


(2.6% APR net a penny more. 

And for the limit sleepers amongst you. toe rate 
is fixed until 1st January 1987 or if you prefer, 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


you car fix ycur mortgage right up to u. ,e 
new millennium. Yes, ladies and gentlemen 
Alliance S Leicester really bring you the 
mortgage of your dreams. 

To find out more, come on down to your local 
Alliance & Leicester branch, or call 0800 412 214. 
lor more information. 

But remember, sit good things come to sn end.. 
So hurry, hurry, hurry. 
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Professor 

Allan 

Mackintosh 


Allan Mackintosh's work 
opened up a new era in the 
understanding of magnetism. 

He devoted much of his life 
to the study of the behaviour of 
electrons in solids, and made 
major contributions to our com- 
prehension of the fundamental 
electrical and magnetic prop- 
erties of a fascinating group of 
dements, the rare-earth metals. 
He will also be remembered for 
his successful effort in stimu- 
lating solid state physics re- 
search in Denmark, just as 
Niels Bohr’s efforts half a cen- 
tury earlier had given that coun- 
try its splendid traditions in 
atomic and nuclear physics. 
Many of his former students 
now occupy leading academic 
and industrial posts in a variety 
of countries; his influence on the 
development of his subjecL has 
been both broad and deep. 

Mackintosh was born in 
193b. in Nottingham. He was 
educated at Nottingham High 
School and Peterhouse, Cam- 
bridge. His doctoral research 
was carried out in the Cavendish 
Laboratory, under Professor 
Sir Brian Pippard, where he in- 
vestigated the Fermi surface of 
metals, a rapidly developing 
field of solid state physics. 

Leaving Cambridge in I960, 



Mackintosh: rare-earth metals 

Photograph: Royal Danish Academy 
Of Sciences and Letters 


he took the established route to 
the United States, and became 
Associate Professor of Physics 
at Iowa Stale University. This 
was to shape the direction of his 
future scientific career. The 
university's Ames Laboratory 
had begun to make single crys- 
tals of the rare-earth metals. 
The chemical properties of this 
group of 17 elements are very 
similar, and consequently had 
only recently been separated 
into pure form. However, their 
physical properties, particular- 
ly iheir magnetic properties, are 
very diverse and were, at that 
time, unexplored territory for 
the inquisitive physicist. Mack- 
intosh took up the challenge and 
established himself as a leading 
expert in this new field. 

In 1966, he spent a sabbati- 
cal at the Rise National Labo- 
ratory in Denmark, where a new 
research reactor had just be- 
come operational. Danish phys- 
icists led by Hans Bjerrum 
Moller were constructing a nov- 
el type of neutron spectrome- 
ter to measure how atoms 
vibrate in solids. Mackintosh re- 
alised the scientific potential of 
applying this technique to elu- 
cidate the dynamics of the mag- 
netic moments on an atomic 
scale in the rare-earth metals. 
He had brought some single 
crystal specimens from Ames, 
and made the first measure- 
ments of their spin waves. This 
marked a significant advance in 
the study of magnetism. 


Shortly afterwards, he moved 
permanently to Denmark In 
1970 he became Professor of 
Physics at the University of 
Copenhagen, and a year later 
was appointed Director of the 
Riso National Laboratory. 
Prompted by the oil crisis, Den- 
mark had embarked on a na- 
tional debate about the 
development of nuclear power 
for electricity generation. Mack- 
intosh needed all his diplomat- 
ic skills to steer the discussion 
with factual rather than 
emotional persuasion. 

After 1976. he returned to his 
Chair in Copenhagen, where he 
remained until his death. His 
contributions to the magnetism 
of the rare earths led to his be- 
ing awarded, jointly with 
Moller. the Sped ding Prize in 
1986. He inspired his colleagues 
and students, and his careful 
prose makes his scientific papers 
a pleasure to read. 

The culmination of Mackin- 
tosh's research was the publi- 
cation in 1991, with Jens Jensen, 
of Rare Earth Magnetism, a su- 
perbly written exposition of the 
subject that has already be- 
come a classic text. In the same 
year he was elected a Fellow of 
the Royal Society. 

Although research was always 
Mackintosh’s priority, his lead- 
ership skills were much in de- 
mand: from 1971 to 1976 as 
Director of the Riso Labora- 
tory. and from 1986 to 1989 of 
Nordita (the Nordic Institute for 
Theoretical Physics), with its 
close connections to the Niels 
Bohr Institute. A strong believer 
in the need for inlematkmal col- 
laboration. he was also Presi- 
dent of the European Physical 
Society from 1980 to 1982. 

Allan Mackintosh took great 
pleasure in music, travelling 
and his comprehensive collec- 
tion of malt whiskies. He dis- 
guised his enjoyment of sport 
and physical activity behind a 
facade of feigned mediocrity. 
On hill-walking holidays, he 
divided his energies between hu- 
morous discourses as to the 
pointlessness of climbing the 
next hill, and making certain 
that he was the first to the top. 

In later years, his keen in- 
terest in the history of physics 
led him to investigate the mu- 
tual influence of Rutherford and 
Bohr, two of the founding fa- 
thers of modern physics. In 
one of his last papers, he 
showed the contribution of the 
Cambridge physicist Charles 
Ellis to the discovery of the neu- 
trino. It is symbolic of his in- 
terest in the past as well as the 
future of physics, that he spent 
the last day of his life (he died 
after a car crash) selecting ex- 
periments to be carried out in 
1996 at Riso under an EU- 
financed programme, and then 
gave a eloquent seminar on the 
discovery of the neutrino some 
60 years ago. 

Keith McEwen 


Allan Roy Mackintosh, physicist: 
bom Nottingham 22 January 
1936; Associate Professor, Iowa 
State University 1960-66: Re- 
search Professor, Technical Uni- 
versity of Denmark 1966-70; 
Professor of Physics, University 
of Copenhagen 1970-95; Direc- 
tor, Risp National Laboratory, 
Denmark 1971-76; Director, 
Nordic Institute for Theoretical 
Physics 1986-89; FRS 1991; mar- 
ried 1958Jette Stannow (one son, 
two daughters); died Roskilde, 
Denmark 20 December 1995. 



Hanson’s Seif-portrait with model fn polyvinyl acetate, 1979. Hts direct-cast figures brought him notoriety and, later; immense popularity 


Duane Hanson 


Duane Hanson, the American 
sculptor known for his uncan- 
ny replicas of people cast from 
life and dressed in real clothes, 
was in his early forties when he 
made his first pieces of this land 
in 1967 under the inspiration of 
Fop Art and particularly of 
George Segal's direct-cast plas- 
ter figures. Only five years or so 
later, when his project of doc- 
umenting contemporary society 
was barely under way, he be- 
came severely ill with cancer, a 
disease with which be continued 
to battle intermittently and to 
which he eventually succumbed 
shortly before his 71st birthday. 

Almost all the work by which 
he will be remembered was 
thus produced, in a sense, on 
borrowed time. These circum- 
stances must help account for 
the sense of urgency with which 
Hanson’s art embraces the 
here-and-now, but also for its 
profound meditation on life 
and its recognition of the 
inevitability of death. 

Hanson's first direct-cast fig- 
ures brought him instant noto- 
riety, not because of the 
astonishingly realistic technique 
- that would come later - but 
because of the bluntness with 
which he presented the violent 
facts of lne in American soci- 


ety at a time of great ferment. 
His early subjects, including 
the bloodied victim of a road ac- 
cident, a drug addict and an al- 
coholic, rioters, dead and dying 
soldiers, (he dredged corpse of 
a gangland murder and a group 
of down-and-outs on the Bow- 
ery, were brutal and often 
grotesque. 

By the early 1970s he had 
turned to less overtly disturbing 
sights, drawn in particular from 
ordinary suburban life, with a 
humorous or satirical edge only 
partly masking the tragic aura 
of an existence conditioned by 
boredom, aimlessness and lack 
of aspiration. The broad com- 
edy of sculptures such as 
Tourists of 1970, the only wort 
by Hanson in a British public 
collection (the Scottish Na- 
tional Gallery of Modem Art in 
Edinburgh), in which a physi- 
cally mismatched and ap- 
pallingly dressed couple look 
outwards in dazed bewilder- 
ment, stili carries in its tow the 
bleak insights of the more di- 
rectly political works that had 
preceded them. The people to 
whom he was consistently 
drawn, and whom be repre- 
sented with such rare dignity 
and compassion, were all out of 
control, subject to the kinds of 


compulsions, such as shopping 
and over-eating, by which we try 
to anaesthetise ourselves 
against despair and the harsh 
realities of life. 

The originality of Hanson’s 
work was quickly recognised, 
and he received particular ac- 
claim in Europe after his par- 
ticipation in the Documenta 
exhibition in 1972. In spite of 
this early success, he gradually 
fell out of favour with the art es- 
tablishment, in part because of 
suspicion of his immense pop- 
ular appeal but also as a result 
of his misleading alignment 
with the Photorealist move- 
ment, which lost critical favour 
wi thin the space of just a few 
years. His status both in the 
marketplace and in the affec- 
tions of the general public re- 
mained high, but he was 
woefully undervalued by the 
critics and was keenly aware of 
their neglect. Nevertheless his 
work has exercised an immense 
influence on young artists dur- 
ing the past decade, particularly 
in their use of direct casting of 
the human body: such notable 
artists as Robert Gober. Jeff 
Koons, Charles Ray and Kiki 
Smith all owe him an immense 
debt. 

What most concerned Han- 


son, however, is that his work 
should speak clearly to his con- 
stituency: the ordinary people 
of his own society. The retro- 
spective for which I served as 
guest curator with the Montre- 
al Museum of Fine Arts in ear- 
ly 1994 attracted, almost 
entirely by word of mouth, an 
audience of more than 200,000. 
This success was repeated in 
Fort Worth and in 1995 in a 
seperate retrospective organised 
by me which toured Japan. 
Some may have come simply to 
marvel at his increasingly mirac- 
ulous technique, but few will 
have left the exhibition without 
an enhanced understanding of 
what it means to be a human 
being. 

This is only fining in the case 
of such a remarkable man: kind 
and imm ensely compassionate, 
thoughtful and with an en- 
dearingly dry sense of humour 
totally without pretension, yet 
enormously dedicated to his arL 


Marco Livingstone 


Duane Hanson, sculptor bom 
Alexandria. Minnesota 17 Janu- 
ary 1923; first marriage dissolved 
(two sons, one daughter), mar- 
ried 1968' Wesla Host (one son, 
one daughter): died Boca Raton, 
Florida 6Januarv 1996. 


Richard Versalle 


Richard Versalle, the American 
tenor, died in a spectacular 
manner on stage at the Metro- 
politan Opera, New York, 
Ming from the top of a 20ft lad- 
der during the opening perfor- 
mance of a new production of 
Jan Seek’s The Makropuhxs Case. 
Though Versalle may not have 
had a similarly spectacular ca- 
reer as a singer, he had a per- 
fectly respectable one. He 
appeared mainly in Germany, 
ikling very heavy Vfogner and 
Verdi roles, and singing for 
four seasons at Bayreuth in 
the mid-1980s, when his voice 
was at its most powerful. 

Bom in Michigan, Versalle 
was drafted into the US Navy 
and served in submarines, then 
worked as a businessman, be- 
fore becoming a singer. He 
studied in Chicago, where he 
sang with a Baroque ensemble, 
and had a career as a concert 


singer before making his oper- 
atic debut at the age of 45 in 
1977 with Chicago Lyric Opera 
as the tailor, Augustin Moser, 
in Die Meistersinger von Num- 
berg. Engaged at the Metro- 
politan, he was given only minor 
roles and in 1980 went to Saar- 
brucken, where he sang Verdi’s 
Otello, a very major role indeed. 

Back in the US he sang Ti- 
chon in Katya Kabanova at 
Houston, then in 1984 he was 
engaged at the Deutsche Oper 
am Rhein in Dusseldorf. Here 
he sang Riccardo (Un hallo in 
maschem ), Cavaradossi ( Tosai), 
Florestan ( Fidelia ), Peter 
Grimes and Otello. He also ap- 
peared in Zurich, Frankfurt. 
Stuttgart and Bayreuth where, 
in 1985, he sang Tannbauser. 
Good, or even adequate, 
singers of Ihnnhauser are few 
and far between and Versalle 
became a specialist in the role. 





Versalle: made his d£but at 46 


singing it in Genoa, Tokyo, Vi- 
enna and Bonn. He sang Tann- 
hauser at the Metropolitan in 
1992. He also attempted an- 
other heroic Wagner role, Tris- 
tan, which he sang in Florence, 
Madrid and Sydney. 

Versalle may have beer over- 


stretched vocally by these very- 
heavy roles, but in the right 
repertory he was a good and 
very musical singer. I remem- 
ber a fine performance of Paul 
in Komgold's Die tote Stadt at 
Dusseldorf in 1 986. while he was 
praised for his interpretation of 
Cardinal Albrecht in Mathis 
der Maler at Amsterdam in 
1991. Earlier (his season he sang 
Jacob Schmidt in Rise and Fall 
of die City of Mahagonny, broad- 
cast live from the Metropolitan 
on 9 December. Then on 5 Jan- 
uary came The Makropulos 
Case, in which he sang Vitek, the 
lawyer's clerk, who has to climb 
a ladder to retrieve a file from 
the top of a stack. 

Elizabeth Forties 


Richard Versalle, opera singer 
bom Muskegon, Michigan 12 
March 1 932 died New York City 
5 January 1996. 
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took the firm into the 20m 
century, a century that his own 

^T^original Darnel Ned 

started his business in l«37as 
a bespoke shoemaker, which it 
remained until Lawrence s 
grandmother, a doughty Scot, 
was widowed, leaving her with 
five sons. Appalled at the way 
that children's shoes were not 
made with lasts to fit chubby Lit- 
tle feet, m about the 1870s she 
decided to develop a specialist 
children’s shoe fitting service. 
Her zeal inspired Lawrence 
Neal and he continued her 
good work. 


mission for the UKfrom 19^ 
% He was also a me mber o f Ihe 

Association rRUA) .becommg 
its Chairman in lwv. 

During the SccondW^ 
ahf he was the first ebanroao. 

of^e employers' side £ the 
Joint Industrial Council for the 

nraDcrv. Outfitting and 

Footwear group of ** 

He was a member of the Retail 
Trade Committee of the Board 
of Trade, and at the same vat» 
he held the full-uroe post of 
Deputy Secretary of the Mwty 
established Ministry of Toro 
and Country Planning -smqn$_ 
notwithstanding keepmgD^f, 
NeaJ s going, and his night duly 
as a fire-fighter and warden on 
the roof-tops of _ Portoan 
Square during the air-rank. 

Bv the 1960s, Lawrence Neal 
had’become concerned abota 
the future of a specialist busi- 
ness. He had always had great 
admiration for the John 
Partnership so he approached . 
them to see if they were inter- . 



Brought ugmsouth Lo ndo n. 


he went to Oxford University 
and obtained a First in Classi- 
cal Moderations in 1916, but the 
prospect of an academic life was 
interrupted bv the Fust World 
^fer. He joined the .Army just 
in time for the Battle of the 
Somme, where he was wound- 
ed in the head by a sniper's bul- 
let. Wounded a second time, he 
often said that his injuries had 
probably saved his life - out of 
an original group of 13 friends, 
only he and his lifelong friend 
the* MP Kenneth Lindsay 
returned alive. 

In 1918. on 1 May (chosen 
because it was Labour Day), 
Neal married his much-loved 
first wife, Jean Guthrie-Smilh, 
a young poet from Glasgow. He 
joined Daniel Neal’s the fol- 
lowing year and, by the early 
1930s, became managing di- 
rector, and in 1939, chairman. 
It was largely due to his skills 
in business and in cost control 
that Daniel Neal's survived the 
Great Depression. He then en- 
gineered the main take-off of 
ihe company in the 1930s. Un- 
til then, there were just two Lon- 
don stores, in Portman Square 
and Kensington, retailing chil- 
dren’s clothing, shoes and 
school uniforms. In addition, a 
substantia] amount of business 
was conducted through the Post 
Order Business (today’s mail or- 
der). which spread the firm’s 
name throughout the country. 
Neal decided to expand into 
provincial towns, opening five 
further branches, m Bourne- 
mouth, Bristol. Cheltenham, 
Exeter and Birmingham. He 
also acquired another house- 
hold name, "Treasure Col", 
which dealt in babies’ goods. 
This expansion was interrupted 
by the Second World Whr, but 
continued afterwards. 

Between the wars, be had an- 
other professional life alongside 
the family firm, in the retailing 
world and in public service. 
He was active member of “Pep” 
(Political and Economic Plan- 
ning), a think-tank under the 



Neat : not just shopteepffig 


Lawrence Edward Neal, retailer 
bom London 27 October 1895; 
chairman, Daniel Neal and Seats 
Ltd 1939-63; married 1918 Jean 
Guthrie-Smilh (died 1949; one 
son, one daughter, and one son 
deceased), 1952 Beatrice Scheib- 
ner ( died 1972); died Aberystwyth 
6 January 1996. 


Joyce McCartan, community 
worker, died Belfast 8 January, 
aged 67. Campaigned for 
women’s and human rights, 
and anti-sectarianism, having 
lost 14 family members in the 
Troubles. Author oL4 Balder All 
My Life (1995). 

Arvid Fredborg, journalist, died 
Stockholm aged 80. One of the 
first to report on Nazi atrocities 


against the Jews, while working 
as Berlin correspondent of the 

theSteel Wail 
was reprinted last year. 

M. Larry Lawrence, diplomat, 
died Berne 9 January, aged 69. 
US ambassador to Switzerland 
1994-96. Property dealer, ap- 
pointed ambassador by Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton. 


BIRTHS 


WATSON: On 7 January. 10 John and 
Lynn, a son, Hemy Lewis. 


DEATHS 


BELL: Professor RJ* {Ronnie) Bell 
FRS, died peacefully on 9 January 
1996, at Kingston Nursing Home. 
Leeds, aged SB. Husband olMarerry. 
father of Michael. Honorary Fellow 
of Balliol College. Professor, Stirling 
University 1967-75. Funeral at 
Lawnswood Crematorium, Leeds, 
an Monday 22 January at 12 noon. No 
flowers, please. Donations, if de- 
sired. to Friends of tie Lake District, 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


gratefully 

Foundauc 


received for The Li ale 
irion. in the Drst instance for 


Lhe mother and baby dime project, da 
The Little Foundation. 12 Park 


Crescent. London WIN 4EQ. 


2498S49. 

DAWSON- SHEPHERD: Ian Douglas, 
on 8 January, peacefully at Queen 
Mary's L Diversify Hospital. Roe- 
” ton. aged fid. Founding father 


HOLLAND: James S„ OBE FSIAD 
ARCA. On 7 January after a short 31- 
Dess, loving husband of Jackie and 
much- loved father of Sue. Viv, James 
and Jane. Private cremation followed 
by Service of ThanksgivmE at Pem- 
bury Old Church on Wednesday 24 


January ai 3pm. Family Dowers only 
please, but donations if dess 


please, but donations if desired to the 
Artists' Benevolent Fund or Friends 


hamnton. aged 80. Founding father 
and first Chairman of Scope, tonne rly 
the Spastics Society, SOS (Stars Or- 

■ * c a — : ELm« 


of Pcmbimr Parish Church, c/o R. 
Medhurst FT D. Vi 


g nnkinjp Supporting Action for Peo- 
ple with Cerebral ft 


/ine House. Haxt&kL 
Sussex TN7 4AD. 


pie min cereorai Palsy). The Utile 
Foundation and Paediatric Research 


IN MEMORLAM 


Unit at Guy's Hospital. Adored hus- 
arct Kail 


band of Margaret Kathleen, loving fa- 
ther of Judith and Andraea and {by 
first wife Margaret, now deceased) 
.Anne. Sarah, Deborah and the late 
Rosemary. A greatly beloved broth- 
er. unck: and grandfather. Private cre- 
mation and funeral in Kcw on 


FORTI: Dorrit Klara. Always remem- 
bered and missed. 


Wednesday 17 January. Thanksgiving 
'an lor 


in central London for all who re- 
spected and admired Ian - date to be 
announced. No Dowers but donations 


Announcements far Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should be 
sent In writing to the Gazette Editor; 
The Independent, I Canada Square, Ca- 
nary Wharf, London E14 5DL, tele- 
phoned to 0171-293 2011 or faxed to 
0171-293 2010. and are charged at E&50 
a tine (VAT extra). 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The Prt t cM ItoyaL Rreskfcru. Pnnc\.-» Rjpl TmM 

for Cork, oUeiufc a Ftmii-nldnj; Lunch ai Ui- 
rua Lmc H<xj<c. L-ok; as PiK-atal, Prince* Ru?- 
ol That far Carers. vn» IxcJs Caim Cimie. vails 
SUpter C-:4fcsr- Stnpky Weal Yn, latum: Pa- 
tron. Victim Suppmt. aiKJfcba bncUor ul Vic- 
tim Support Mem-Twle Branch. S» Nidrota 


Parish Church. Liverpool; *ml “ PrevOeul. 
BriicJi OtympK Assodatioo. attends a viewing.* 
UK Him Oamaa of ftrt fur ibe British Otymptc 

Appeal at Lwrprvl Town HjL 

Changing of the Guard 
TTil* I louse lull! Cavalry Mourned Rup'rocm 
mounts the OuccoS Liu Gi 
Ilnm. 


jiurdll Harm 


Birthdays 


Mr Graham Allen MP, 43; The Right 
Rev John Baker, farmer Bishop of 
Salisbury, 63; Mr John RashJeigh 
Belcher, thoracic surgeon. 79; Sir 
Alan Bcmmess. author and former Di- 
rector, Hemy Moan: Foundation, 68; 
Miss Kathleen Byron, actress, 73; 
Miss Anna Calder- Marshall, actress, 
49; Mr David Cedi, racehorse breed- 
er, 53; Mr Henry Cecfl, racehorse 
trainer, 53; Mr Jean Chrdiien QC, 
Prime Minister of Canada, 62; Mr Ja- 
son Connery, actor, 33; Mr Ben 
Crenshaw, golfer, 44; Mr Neville 
Duke, test pilot, 74; Miss Ann Fir- 

bank, actress, 62: Mr Barry Flanagan, 

sculptor. 55; Mr Andrew A. Gray, for- 
mer chairman, Wellcome Founda- 
tion, 84; Mr Metvyn Hayes, actor, 61; 
Lord Leighton of St Mellons, painter, 
74; Mr Mkk Mac Man us, wrestler. 69; 
Mr Brian Moore, rugby player, 34; 
Sir Alastair Morton, UK chairman 
of Eurotunnel, 58; Sir Anthony Nul- 
ling, former MP and government 
minister. 76; Mr Bryan Robson, for- 
mer England football captain, 39; Air 
Chief Marshal Sir John Rogera, ex- 
ecutive chairman. Motor Sports As- 
sociation, RAC, 68; Mr Arthur 
Scargill, president of lhe National 
Union of Mineworfcrre, 5S; Mr John 
Sessions, actor and comedian, 43; Air 
Commodore Joy lambHn, former 
Director. WRAF. 70; Mr Rod Tbyior, 
actor, 67; Mr Ronald Tress, econo- 
mist, 81. 


berto Giacometti, sculptor and 
painter. 1966; Richmal Crompton 
(Lamb urn), author and creator of 
"William", 1969. On this day: Char- 
ing Cross station, London, was 
formally opened, 1864; the Repre- 
sentation of the People Bill was 
passed, giving votes [o women. 191S; 
ihe first women jurors were sworn in 
at the Old Bailey, 1921; the Open 
University awarded its first degrees, 
1973. Today is the Feast Day of Si 
Theodosius the Cenobiarch and St 
SaMus or Sauve of Amiens. 


Lectures 


Tate Gallery; Clement Page. “Mar- 
cel Duchamp and ihe Subversive 
Gesture", 1pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Paul Bain- 
bridge, “From CSay to Wax: creating 
portraits at Madame TUssaud's” 
1.10pm. 

University College London, Lon- 
don WCl: Professor ’forence Irwin, 
“J’lato and Meta-ethics: from Cud- 
worth to Price". 530pm (Gustave 
Tuck Theatre): Professor John Tait, 
“Ancient Egypt in Context: compar- 
ison and contrariness", 530pm (Dar- 
win Lecture Theatre). 


Foundation for Science 
and Technology 


Anniversaries 

Births: Hemy Gordon Selfridge, 
founder of Selfridge's department 
store, 1864: Pierre Meodes-France, 
politician, 1907. Deaths: Thomas 
Hardy, poet and novelist, 1928: Al- 


Lord Butlerworth was in the chair at 
a lecture and dinner discussion held 
yesterday evening by ibe {foundation 
for Science and Technology at the 
Royal Society. London SW1. Mr Jo- 
nathon Porritt, Mr J.G. Speirs and 
Sir Crispin Ttckdl spoke on “SdaKc, 
Industry and Government - the 
place of pressure groups". 


Council cannot pay interest on housing benefit 


Regina v Kensington and 
Chelsea Royal Borough Council, 
ex parte Brandt; Queen’s Bench 
Division (Mr Justice Dyson); 

15 December 1995 


LAW REPORT 

♦ 


11 January 1996 


111 was whether payment of in- 
terest on benefit withheld fa- 
cilitated or was conducive or 


A local authority who has 
lawfully withheld payments of 
housing benefit has no power 
to arrange for the withheld 
payments to be placed in 
an interest-bearing account 
pending payment out. 

Mr Justice Dyson dismissed 
an application by Nicholas 
Brandt for judicial review of the 
council's refusal to transfer his 
housing benefits into an 
interest-bearing account 

The council paid the appli- 
cant housing benefit in respect 
of his tenancy until a dispute 
arose between the applicant 
and his landlord. Payment of 
rent was refused by the land- 
lord and the council withheld 
payments pending the resolu- 
tion of the dispute. The land- 
lord brought proceedings 
against the applicant for pos- 
session and mesne profits with 
interesL The applicant did not 
have the funds to pay interest 
if awarded. 

The council contended it 
had no power to pay the with- 
held benefit into an interest- 


bearing accounL Under the 
Social Security Administration 
Act 1992 housing benefit, 
which was funded mostly by the 
Government, was paid to the 
council each month on the ba- 
sis of its half-yearly estimates 


a sample of cases was studied 
and, if the council had over- 


da lined, its funding was re- 
duced by a proportion which 
could be fairly drastic. No 
claim could be made for the ap- 
plicant during his dispute and, 
if made, could reduce the 
council's fending. 

The applicant contended 
the object of the housing ben- 
efit scheme was to ensure that 
needy persons did not fall into 
debt with their landlords and 
that the establishment of an 
interest-bearing account facil- 
itated or was incidental or 
conducive to the council's dis- 
charge of its function in the 
scheme within section 111 of 
the Local Government Act 
1972. 

Jan Luba f fVaintvrighl & Cummins ) 
for the applicant; James Findlay 
(Council Solicitor) for the council 


Mr Justice Dyson said that the 
statutory provisions which gov- 
erned the administration of 
housing benefit schemes were 
very detailed. Parliament in- 
tended to define the power in 
relation to its administration 
with considerable precision. 
The counefl impliedly had pow- 
er to maintain and operate 
banking arrangements for pay- 
ment out of benefit and do 
other administrative acts. 

However payments of sums 
of money to or on behalf of 
claimants stood on an alto- 
gether different footing from 
the performance of adminis- 
trative acts. Payment of inter- 
est would not have been 
regarded as incidental to the 
powers and duties conferred by 
the benefit legislation. Pay- 
ments into a specially desig- 
nated account nad potentially 
adverse financial consequences 
to the council. Such a power 
was not impliedly authoraed by 
pie 1992 Acl Therefore even 
if the power did fall within sec- 
tion 111 it would be ultra vires- 
for the council to exercise iL 

The question under section 


incidental to the payment of 
The answer 


housing benefiL . 

was d early no. Payment of in- 
terest did not assist the payment 
of benefit. Section 111 tfid not 
come into play unless the pow- 
er facilitated or was conducive 
to the discharge of the function 
of administering the housixu; 
benefit scheme. It was wisnfffc 
dent to show that the power 
might benefit the claimant for 
whose benefit the function was 
discharged. Section 111 did 
not avail the appli can t 

The award of statutory in- 
terest was in the discretion of 
the court Where rent was ten- 
dered to a landlord by a tenant 
“t receipt of housing benefit, 
and where as a result housing 
benefit was withheld, and the 
tenant did not have the means 
to pay interest on the arrears 
of rent, his Lordship would 
be surprised if a court would 
grant statutory interest to the' 
landlord. 

The council did not have 
power to pay or to provide for 
the payment of interest on 
housing benefit. 


Vh*g Uni Tax, Barrister 
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ested in buying Daniel Neal’s. 
It pleased him greatly that they 
enthusiastically accepted, and in 
1963 a healthy business was sold 
to them. 

Even then, at the age of 70. 
he was noi ready for full re- 
tirement. He was the first 
Chairman of the Furniture and 
Timber Industry Training 
Board, then Chairman of the 
Trustees of the Industrial Train- 
ing Board Pension Fund, and in 
recognition of his many years of 
public service he was awarded 
the Queen's Silver Jubilee 
Medal in 1977. 

Lawrie Neal enormously en- 
joyed his family and its new gen- 
erations of grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. He had a 
rare ability to span generations 
in the pursuit of friendship, al- 
though he was not always gen- 
tle in his relationships. He had. 
too, a remarkable capacity to 
overcome the vicissitudes of a 
sometimes turbulent life: the 
Great War. the" tragic death of 
his eldest son in the next war. 
the death of his first wife, the 
death of his second wife years 
later; but he was always look- 
ing forward, always curious to 
find out more. This must have 
contributed to his longevity. 

Lalage Percival 
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N ea| n ews analysis 

.' ? novv P ass ing through Parliament will give M15 a role in mainstream policing. Jason Bennetto considers what it means 


James Bond joins 
forces with PC Plod 


L T!£T ld ° f *5*“ «*ret agents 

• • T?S V I d ou - 1 °l lhe shadows 

yesterday. The Security Service - M 35 

; - B about 10 undergo a rundamwud 

change that is likely to have wide- 
spread consequences for policing and 
raises senous concems about accLm 
abflityand ciwl liberties. MI5 MllfoX 

v 

moos second reading yesterday. M15 
will assist ui combating organised crime, 
such as drug trafficking. Until now 
they have been restricted by law to deal- 
ing with threats to national security 
such as terrorism, subversion and espi’ 
onage, and safeguarding the United 
Kingdom s economic wellbeing. 

• - While there is no possibility of Janer- 

H day James Bonds patrolling high streets 
| and slopping drunk drivers, the Security 

■ ServBX will be moving into territory hiih- 
1 erto jealously guarded by the police. 
1 Indeed, chief constables are so con- 
I ceraed to protea their primaev thev have 
\ P f !Y alel y made it dear to the Home 
| Office that if the Government soes 
V hack on earlier assurances that the posi- 
tion of the police will not be undermined, 

1, they will make a damaging public protest 
7 The Bill will allow MI5 operatives to 

i bug phones, tamper with mail and 
enter the houses of organised crime sus- 
pects. Most of their work is expected to 
be more traditional intelligence-gath- 
ering, such as surveillance and data 
.. analyses. Crucially, the Bill states that 
M15 should act “in support of the pre- 
vention and detection of serious crime." 

There remains, however, a large 
□umber of unanswered questions about 
how an organisation steeped in a cul- 
ture of secrecy will operate alongside a 
modem police service. There are also 
worries that MI5 officers, who specialise 
in covert intelligence-gathering, will be 
unwilling to appear in open court in the 
future and thereby reveal their identity. 
- These concerns have already been 
highlighted by civil rights groups such 
as Liberty and, more significantly, by 
the influential all-party Common's 
- Intelligence and Security Committee 


which oversees M15 and MI6. 

Tom King, chairman of the supervi- 
sory committee, said that, in its new role, 
the Security Service, must not be allowed 
to operate “independently and unseen’’. 

The committee said in a report last 
month there were several areas that had 
to be resolved, including the manner in 
which MI5 officers would give evi- 
dence for the prosecution at trials and 
the procedure under which warrants 
would be issued. 

Observers agree that the two aspects 
of the Bill that are likely to cause the 
most controversy are whether the police 
maintain control of all operations and 
the accountability of MI5. 

Liberty argues thai previous trials in 
which MI5 officers have been involved 
have been marked by the appearance of 
anonymous witnesses, the use of Pub- 
lic Interest Immunity Certificates, and 
the complete sealing of courtrooms by 
screen, masking tape and brown paper. 

The biggest example of this occurred 
during the trial of two IRA terrorists 
jailed last year for 20 and 2S years for 
plotting a bombing campaign. During the 
(rial of Robert Fryers and Hugh Thomas, 
13 members of MI5 gave evidence 
behind screens and used only initial 
after the judge accepted a public inter- 
est immunity certificate from (he Home 
Secretary seeking anonymity for (hem. 

Philip Leach, legal officer for Liberty, 
says; “There is a very real danger ihat 
(he secrecy with which MIS operates 
may deny the right of defendants in 
criminal trials to a fair and public hear- 
ing, and increase the risk of the wrong- 
ful convictions of innocent people.” 

The Government has strongly dis- 
puted allegations that M35 wiD be unac- 
countable. David Maclean, Home 
Office minister, said yesterday there was 
a “binding agreement” that the police 
would continue to take the lead. 

He pointed out that MIS's director- 
general, Stella Rimington, is directly 
accountable to the Home Secretary and 
that there is an independent commis- 
sioner who reviews the Home Secretary's 
decisions on the issuing of warrants. 

The Government considers the Home 
Office's promotion of the Bill to be an 


Table head hereg 


important vote-winner. The MI5‘s new 
role has provided a welcome boost to its 
ami-crime credentials, not to mention 
good headline-grabbing material. This 
has helped it regain ground lost to 
Labour in lhe law and order debate. 

The chief constables arc maintaining 
a “wait and see” approach. They fear 
MI5’s new-found spirit of co-operation 
and conciliation is driven by a desire to 
empire-build. 

Stella Rimington has been involved 
in a successful campaign to persuade the 
Government and the police that the role 
of her 2,000 staff should be expanded. 
Since the IRA ceasefire and the end of 
the Cold Wfar, the Service has been cast- 
ing its nets around for new work in on 
attempt to stave off job loses. 

Chief constables acknowledge that 
MIS has expert knowledge in (he use of 
surveillance and computer technology 
for sifting large amounts of data to 
uncover money laundering and traf- 
ficking. Bui they are adamant that the 
police must run the show. 

Many 1 police chiefs are still suspicious 
of MI5 a s intentions. Privately th<^ point 
to how Mrs Rimington skilfully wrestled 
the responsibility for countering Irish 
terrorism from the police in 1992. 

Their concern that this may be the 
start of 3 long-running battle has been 
heightened with the knowledge that the 
Bill appears to offer little extra work for 
MIS. At first only about 20 officers will 
be working against organised crime. 
They will operate within the National 
Criminal Intelligence Service. 

The first posable cracks in the BQL 
the product of months of backroom bro- 
kering, cajoling, and secret manoeu- 
vring, are beginning to emerge. The 
police are concerned that MIS will con- 
tinue to obtain warrants from the Home 
Secretary and by-pass chief constables, 
who currently authorise search warrants 
for each police force. The BQl appears 
to be vague about this and other issues. 

In the light of these uncertainties and 
ambiguities, the present tensions 
between lhe police and MLS could yet 
herald the beginning of a long-running 
bloody civil war between the two 
organisations. 



Annual budget j £150m 


Power structure One director general 


Staffing 



Irish and domestic terrorism, such as animal rights 
(44% of resources), international terrorism, particu- 
larly from the Middle East (26%). counter espionage, 
particularly Russia (25%), and proliferation of nuclear, 
chemical and biological weapons (5%) 


The Security Service was formed on 1 October, 
1909 to consider the danger to British naval ports 
from German espionage 


43 chief constables m England and Wales 


127,000 


To enforce the law and prevent crime 


First uniformed policeman stepped out 
on duty on 29 September 1829 
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Royal rights 
of residency 

The Government faces a per- 
plexing dilemma over its Asy- 
lum and Immigration Bill now 
going through Parliament. 
Where does it stand on “roy- 
alty of no fixed abode"? The 
expression belongs to the 
Labour MP Tbny Banks, who 
muses: “Just think of aD the ex- 
kings knocking around here - 
Greece, Romania, Hungary.-” 
Mr Banks has had to with- 


£&# l f 




a**-—'- 

Mrefw ~ 1 


Tony Banks (left): worried 
about ex-Kir® Constantine 

draw his rather neat phrase 
from a Commons written ques- 
tion about the Bill, after being 
told bv a parliamentary clerk 
that “rovaJty* could not be 
used for purposes of ridicule. 
But despite substituting the 
more respectful “former heads 
of state , Mr Banks has been 


unable to discover how many 
crowned heads of state of for- 
eign countries have been 
allowed to take up residence in 
Britain. The Home Office tells 
him it would not be appropri- 
ate to discuss the matter. 

Now, having got wind of 
Banks's inquiries, the former 
King Constantine of Greece 
has sent the MP a message ask- 
ing him not to start a vendetta. 
Perish the thought, says Mr 
Banks. “1 am delighted we 
have so many ex-kings here. I 
just wonder why there is one 
rule for them arid another rule 
for other asylum-seekers 

In the interests of.open gov- 
ernment and a spirit of com- 
promise, couldn’t the Govern- 
ment at least release 
approximate figures of mon- 
archy: resident on these shorts, 
say, to the nearest half-dozen? 


Bland deserts 

BBC staff will find their new 
chairman. Sir Christopher 

Bland, is a man who will get his 

way, even if it takes him 
decades - as his wife, Jenny, can 
vouchsafe. He met her as a 
child on a beach in Northern 
Ireland and vowed be would 
eventually many her. But Jenny 
had other plans. She married 
the Earl of Strafford, with 
whom she had four children. 


Still Sir Christopher waited, 
and his patience was rewarded. 
When be was in his forties, she 
divorced and the duo finally 
tied the knot. 

What’s more, the BBC job 
has been in his sights for some 
time. Itao years ago, when he 
was the outgoing chairman of 
London Weekend Television, 
a friend asked him whether he 
would like one day to replace 
Mann a duke Hussey. A glint 
came into Sir Chnstopher’s 
eye. That’s not in my gm," he 
said - and then paused. “But 
it is the greatest job in 
television.” 


Foreign, like 

It seems the Labour Party's 
socialist societies think the out- 
come of the Northern Ireland 
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YOu now listen to what I say: Andrew and Madeleine 


peace process is a foregone con- 
clusion. Their “New Vision For 
New Labour” conference on 
Saturday includes a session on 
Northern Ireland - within a for- 
eign policy debate - one “new 
vision” that won’t best please the 
Ulster Unionists, I suspect 
A less -than-ov e rj oyed Lab- 
our Party spokesperson says: 
“The conference isn’t organised 
by ns, so I can’t answer any 
questions about it.” He might 
tike to ponder, though, that if 
affiliat ed societies snch as the 
Labour Students, National 
Union of Labour Chibs and the 
Fabian Society all believe 
Northern Ireland oomes under 
foreign policy, then the party 
may be m need of an internal 
refresher course. 


Andrew’s art 

Donor of the week is Sir 
Andrew Lloyd Webber, who 
lent one of Picasso’s finest hJue- 
period works to the National 
Gallery for six months. But the 
1903 portrait of Picasso’s friend 
Angel Fernandez de Soto could 

have been tost to the nation if Sir 
Andrew had listened to his third 
and current wife, Madeleine. 

David Mason, Sir Andrew's 
art adviser for the past five 
years, tells me: “I went with 
Andrew and Madeleine to New 
York to show them the blue 
period Picasso. Sir Andrew only 
saw the de Soto the day before 
he bought it but I told him, you 
just have to have it*. Madeleine 
was much more interested in 
the Mother and Child painting 
from 1922-1 dunk because she 
has two children and one on the 
way. But I told Andrew, ‘this 
[the de Soto] is the one’.” 

Mr Mason’s view prevailed, 
and the 1903 Picasso found its 
way into the Lloyd Webber col- 
lection for £lSnt The Mother 
and Child , sold by Pamela 


Haniman, the US ambassador 
in Paris, went for £7m. Sir 
Andrew also admits that he 
dropped out of the bidding for 
Picasso’s self-portrait Yo, 
Picasso , at around £4m in 1981. 
It was sold eight years later for 
just under £2 9m. “Of course, 
Tm much better advised now 
than I was then,” he said. He 
was unwilling to specify 
whether he was referring to a 
change of an adviser, or wife. 


PC pouffes 

I am intrigued to learn that fur- 
niture is becoming politically 
correct. A friend went into 
Maples, the top London fur- 
nishers, and asked to buy a 
pouffe. “Please, madam,"* she 
was implored in hushed tones, 
“we are no longer allowed to 
call them that I -would be 
pleased to show you our range 
of cushioned footstools.” 
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You've heard about 
some of the world's most 
expensive personalised 
registrations 



Eagle Eye 


now hear about some of the 
most affordable 


Phone the DVLA Registration Hotline now to order yours 

0181 200 6565 

Please quote ref II10I 

N ow find out how easy it is to obtain your own personalised registration. You start by choosing 
lhe year letter you want (the available prefixes are AJiJ,K,L,M,N and, front 15th January, 
'B'). Add a special number followed by virtually any 3 letters - excluding J,Q, and Z. Then check 
the tables shown Wow to see how much yours will cost - many prices have now been reduced. 
Finally, phone the DVLA Registration Hotline on 0181 200 bM, open from 8.00am lo 8.00pm 
Monday to Friday until 2nd February and thereafter from 8.00am to 530pm. Quote Ref 11101 
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Prefix Number 1 Others 


Premium rates, for the mm popular combinations 
of J letter? (eg 1100 JON‘1 start at i 399 


hi Prefix Prices 


Standard rate £999 £399 

eg, N1 JRW egNlllFCG 


premium rates, for the mow popular combinations 
cf 3 fetters leg ‘N5 SLTE'J start at £6$9 


A few registration* are Individ uatly pnevd. Alt prices indude VAT and €8Q assignment fee. 

SO NOW YOU KNOW THE FACTS WHY DONT YOU PHONE UP AND BUY ONE NOW? 

JF IT IS YOUR INTENTION TO M 1 S-SPACE OR l Prices may he subject lo change without prior notice. 
M I 5 REPRE 5 ENT YOUR REGISTRATION W ANY WAY. DO Numbers are sold subjen id lhe Sale of Reswtraron Marks 


NOT BUY. AD numbers shown and the example used aw 
for Illustrative purposes only. DVLA reserves jlur 
right to withhold certain repstralians. some of , 
which mav be offered for sale at auction. 


Regulations. Registrations available for purchase are 
ase within the scope of the DvLA Select 
Registrations Scheme. Rcpstndons cannot be used to 
make a vehicle kwh younger than it is. 
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The Church’s 

empty hell 


T here is an influential body of opinion 
in this country which holds that it is 
the duty of the Churches to believe, on 
our behalf, propositions that we are too 
clever or sophisticated to believe, just in 
case they turn out to be true. The patron 
of this tendency should be Lord Mel- 
bourne, who. a century and a half ago, 
announced his desire to support the 
Church of England unfailingly, like a but- 
tress supports a cathedral - from the 
outside. 

Such people will be bitterly disap- 
pointed by the Church of England’s lat- 
est report. Hell exists, it says, but may well 
he empty, and even - following Dante - 
cold in its innermost depths. The idea 
that Hell is a place of endless torment or 
burning is denounced as contributing to 
a blasphemous picture of God os a sadist. 
Similarly, the report regards as unneces- 
sary the traditional understanding of the 
soul as a substance separable from the 
body, which flies upwards (or down- 
wards) at death. Instead, it proposes that 
the soul he understood as the "informa- 
tion-bearing pattern of the body", which 
may be held in the mind of God after 
death. 

Perhaps the most radical and generous 
break with past Christian patterns of 
thought is the attitude that the report 
takes towards other religions, ‘it is 
incompatible with the essential Christian 
affirmation that God is love, to say that 
God brings millions into the world to 
damn them," it says, and: "We can see 
empirically lhat people are enabled to 
lead belter lives through loyally follow- 
ing other faiths, and this must mean that 
God is at work in these faiths.*' 


These are ideas that would have been 
denounced without hesitation by most 
Christians as heretical a hundred years 
ago, and may still be denounced as 
unchristian by their successors today. 
They are not perfect and could often be 
belter expressed. There is, also, a note of 
donnish self-deprccation running through 
this report, which will in itself dismay the 
Melbourne tendency: “It would be silly 
to suppose that we can solve in one chap- 
ter or even in one report, a problem 
which has taxed the greatest minds of 
Christianity for two thousand years." 
Indeed. 

On top of these minor flaws, the effort 
to disentangle eternal truths from cultural 
ones is intrinsically dangerous: a suc- 
cessful religion must somehow infuse a 
consciousness of eternity into the habits 
of the surrounding culture. A church that 
has lost touch with contemporary culture 
soon comes to a pathetic end; while a 
church that has lost contact with eternity 
has no point at all. 

But the risk must be taken. The effort 
to disentangle the two sorts of truth can't 
be dodged at the end of a century that has 
seen so many traditions crumble under 
such richly deserved attacks. The Church 
of England is right to attempt to face 
head on the challenges posed to tradi- 
tional Christian understandings by sci- 
ence and feminism. After all, if there is 
a God, She created both. Churches are 
in the business of truth, and Christians 
see the central truth of the universe not 
as a theological abstraction but as a per- 
son. The business of theologians ought to 
be to refine the images which make that 
person clear to the rest of us. 



Time to declare a 
state of emergency 


A rriving at a casualty department 
cradling an injured child, most of us 
expect to be greeted by slate-of-the-art 
health care, a hospital with plenty of skilled 
doctors and nurses. The NHS might have 
queues for operations, but it is meant to 
be ready for accidents and emergencies. 

Yet the reality is alarming. At night, 
there are usually more drunks than doc- 
tors in casualty departments: you can sit 
for hours untreated as overworked nurses 
try to cope. There have been instances of 
people lying for 24 hours on trolleys 
before being formally admitted. 

These problems are longstanding. 
Later this year, the Audit Commission is 
expected to make fierce criticisms of the 
care offered by casualty departments. Its 
report will stir a national debate into a 
growing scandal. 

And the situation is about to get worse. 
As we reveal today, there is a serious 
shortage of junior doctors. Next month, 
more than a quarter of all A&E junior 
doctor posts in England will be unfilled 
- nearly 300 out of a total of 1,300. That 
means that emergency admissions will get 
even slower and the log jams of patients 
blocking cubicles and spilling into corri- 
dors will increase. 

The main cause of the problem has 
been the Government’s policy to cut the 
long hours worked by junior doctors. Now 
that junior doctors are working shorter 
hours, more are needed. But poor plan- 
ning means that the extra staff have not 
been trained and are simply not available. 

No one seems to have anticipated the 
looming crisis, least of all the medical 
establishmenL Indeed, the Royal College 


of Surgeons has made matters worse. In 
1994. it dropped its requirement that 
would-be surgeons should have six 
months’ training in A&E medicine. As a 
result, many surgical trainees are happy 
to avoid six months of setting broken 
limbs and stitching minor wounds. There 
was no consultation with the Department 
of Health about the college’s decision, 
even though the change has compounded 
the already serious shortage of doctors. 

Demand for health care is notoriously 
hard to predict Nobody, for example, has 
been able to explain property why there 
has been a steady increase in admissions 
to casualty departments over recent yeans. 
Suspicion has fallen oa some fundholding 
family doctors, said to be saving on their 
budgets by sending patients into hospital 
as emergency cases. But the evidence is 
inconclusive. 

Whatever the reason, such unpredicted 
changes demonstrate that hospitals must 
keep spare capacity so that they can cope 
with the unexpected, especially emer- 
gencies. They must ensure that they 
maintain healthy levels of staffing. 

Gerald Malone, the health minister, is 
at last taking some action: more non- 
consultant senior doctors are to be 
appointed to casualty posts and nurses wQl 
be drafted in to perform more tasks. But 
this is not enough to deal with the crisis. 

The answer is to require all juniors, 
including those going on to be surgeons, to 
spend six months working in A&E medi- 
cine. This may sound like press-ganging, but 
urgent measures are needed. In any case, 
we might all feel better if every new doc- 
tor was trained to cope with an emergency. 



■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

You don’t need a woman MP to represent women’s interests 


From Ms EUie Lee 
Sir Those women looking for a 
career break in politics will 
undoubtedly be very put out by 
the decision to declare all-women 
short lists illegal (report, 10 Jan- 
uary). But why should the rest of 
us? Why should we equate more 
Labour women in Parliament 
with social progress for women as 
a whole? 

It seems these days that we are 
supposed to believe without ques- 
tion that just because an MP is a 
woman, she will somehow- be 
better for women as a whole. A 
glance at the record of Margaret 
Thatcher should swiftly put paid 
to the theory. So should a cursory 
glance at the track record of cur- 
rent MPs on women’s rights. As 
it happens, for example, the most 
consistent defenders of a 
woman's right to abortion in the 
current Parliament are men: 
Hany Cohen and Harry Barnes. 
For me. their political opinions 
are therefore more important 
than their gender. 

Soda! progress for women can- 


not be reduced to getting a few- 
more female MPs m sharp suits 
on the Labour benches. It is 
about policies and who actually 
does something about women's 
rights. Because of this, the decis- 
ion to prevent more women -only- 
short lists is neither here nor 
there. 

Yours. 

EllieLee 
Oxford 
9 January 

From Mr Duncan M. Button 
Sin Well done for your brave 
opinion in yesterdays leading 
article that political parties should 
be free to be as sexist as they warn 
- I could not agree more. Will 
Bennett quotes a good example 
(“Commitment to women stays 
strong", 9 January) from Labour 
candidate Judy Mallaben -There 
are going to tie far more women 
in the next ParliamenL and hope- 
fully that will make a difference 
to the political culture.” 

Plainly a sexist statement: the 
culture could only change if there 


is some generic difference 
between women politicians and 
the men they replace. In support, 
women’s tower level of aggression 
is normally cited, implying that 
debating would become less com- 
bative. This is a perfectly reas- 
onable claim: we are not" equal; 
everyone knows it: and it is right 
to discuss it openly. 

Yours sincerelv. 

Duncan M. Elton 
Kettering, Northamptonshire 
10 January 

From Dr Gary Shipper 
Sin After the Labour party's 
practice of selecting parliamen- 
tary candidates from women- 
only lists was declared unlawful, 
many senior Labour figures, 
including the general secretary. 
Tom Sawyer, reconfirmed their 
commitment to that form of dis- 
crimination. Meanwhile, Tony 
Blair was telling Singaporean 
businessmen that he favoured a 
society where "advancement was 
by merit" ("Blair is lauded by Far 
East bard man”. IQ January). 


It is rare for both sides of an 
argument to be objectionable, but 
in this debate (about meritoc- 
racy), the Labour Party has 
achieved such a result. Those who 
favour women-only candidate 
lists are being patronising to 
females and promoting resent- 
ment against the successful can- 
didates from such lists. None the 
less, Mr Blair's idea of a merito- 
cracy within the market system is 
as misguided as Margaret 
Thatcher's “property-owning 
democracy". 

While some will advance on 
their merits according to market 
dictates, others will not “ad 
vancc" in Mr Blairs commercial 
utopia - a society that would be 
as divided as today's but with the 
divide between rich and poor 
“stakeholders” based on merit 
alone. 

Yours faithfully, 

Gary Slapper - 
The Law School 
Staffordshire University 
Stoke-on-Trent 
10 January 


No getting round the Newbury bypass 


From Mr Colin Feid 
Sin If only the traffic situation at 
Newbury and the remedies were 
as simple as Danny Penman's 
story made out (Section Two; 
“On the road to war”, 9 January). 

Newbury suffers by being a 
crossroads town, which is bisected 
east-west by the Paddington- 
Penzance railway, and right at its 
centre by the Kennet river. There 
is no free way of crossing the Ken- 
neL The old road is single-lane, 
iraffic-Iigh l-co n nolle d, over a his- 
toric, weight-restricted bridge. 
There is another one-way, 
single-lane, weight-restricted 
bridge, and there is the A34, clut- 
tered with traffic lights and round- 
abouts. You can, if you wish, try 
a fourth bridge, about two miles 
away, near Thatcbam. But the 
only river crossing in the district 
capable of carrying a full load of 
traffic is that of the A34. 

A question never addressed by 
those who maintain that our 
problems can all be solved by 
traffic management is what hap- 


pens to the 50,000 vehicles a day 
at present on the A34 while any- 
one of the various schemes, tun- 
nels, double-deckers, roads, etc 
are being built? Take a look at the 
map; there are no bridges and 
roads for it to use. Perhaps we 
build a bypass? 

Meanwhile, we residents of 
Newbury have the noise, pollu- 
tion and disruption caused by the 
A34’s traffic, and people using 
the road suffer the misery of its 
delays and hazards. 

Yours sincerely, 

Colin Reid 
N ewbury, Berkshire 
9 January 

From Mr Peter Agar 
Sin Your leading article (8 Jan- 
uary) on the Newbuiy bypass 
brings a welcome dose of com- 
mon sense to the debate on trans- 
port policy. As you rightly point 
out, investing in road improve- 
ments must be part of broader 
transport policies that meet eco- 
nomic and environmental aims . 


Fancy a little Delia, rechauffee? 


C hristmas is over and Twelfth 
Night has been and gone, but 
there is still one agonising question 
left for all cooks: what shall l do 
with all those leftover Delia Smith 
recipes? 

Yes ( writes our leftover cookery 
expert Ludmilla Sabayon ), we 
thought they would all get done and 
eaten, didn't we? And yet now we 
have al! got so many Delia Smith 
ideas lying around the place that we 
can hardly move for dislodging 
them and seeing them all flutter to 
the floor. 

That recipe for goose with prune 
and apple sauce ... the idea for 
apple fritters with goose and prune 
sauce ... the goose, apple and 
prune cheesecake which sounded 
so good - what became of them all? 
And, perhaps more importantly, 
where did they all come from? 

Well, we can answer the second 
question first, because scientists 
have now discovered that Delia 
Smith recipes breed at an alarming 
speed in the windswept open spaces 
of East Anglia. They then migrate 
manically into television, the Radio 
Times , Sainsbury's Magazine and 
bookshops al a speed which can 
only be described as too fast to 
stop. This accelerates at Christmas 



MILES KINGTON 


when people say to each other: “If 
you can’t think of anything else, 
why don't we give them the latest 
Delia Smith/tbat paperback Delia 
Smith/lhat Delia Smith that some- 
one gave us last year which you’ve 
□ever looked at?" 

The result of all this is plenitude 
during the festive season. There are 
some things we never seem to have 
enough of in the kitchen, such as 
coffee beans, milk, bay leaves, live 
yeast and tins of anchovy fillets. 
Then there are other things we are 
almost always overendowed with, 
including oat flakes. Tabasco-type 
sauces, out-of-date bouquets gar- 
nis, biscuit tins, packets of last 
year’s wine-mulling ingredients - 
'and, above all, Delia Smith recipes. 

(It is hard not to blame the 
Radio Times a little here. There was 


a time when the RT was basically a 
television and radio listings maga- 
zine, but now it is almost all food. 
Mostly Delia, of course, but also 
things on what food to eat with 
which television programme -ugh! 
~ that nice-looking young doctor 
telling us to eat less, that strange 
interview feature in which Clement 
Freud pretends to cook for celebs 
so that he can tell you what food 
they ought to like and so on ...) 

Well, when you get to the middle 
of January and your larder is still 
overstocked with Delia Smith ideas, 
it is time to get cracking. It is time 
to say to yourself: either I use this 
up or I throw it away. 

Yes, I said “throw it away”. 

Surety, you are thinking, she 
cannot mean that I should actually 
throw a Delia Smith recipe in the 
bin? Chuck it out? Get rid of it? 

Yes, I do [asse\Hsrates our leftover 
cookery writer LudmiUa Sabayon). 
That is exactly what I am saying. 
There comes a time when we know 
in our heart of hearts that we are 
never going to use that recipe and 
that it is only going to go rotten if 
we keep iL 

I am thinking of that Delia Smith 
recipe you have had lying around 
for ages for “Shoulder of lamb 


with rice and kidney stuffing" or 
perhaps lhat other one for “Rich 
lemon cream with frosted grapes". 

Look at them carefully. Aren’t 
they going a bit brown round the 
edges? Perhaps a bit mouldy, too? 
They are probably still edible, but 
the idea has been lying around for 
so long that it is soured by now. 

Anyway, would you really want 
to spend some of your precious 
time stuffing Iamb with rice, when 
rice could twice as easily be served 
separately? 

Someone once said, memorably, 
that life was too short to stuff a 
mushroom. 1 think life is too short 
to frost a grape. 

So be brave and chuck ’em out. 

And if you have still got some 
leftover recipes, why not try amal- 
gamating them to make your own 
new dishes? “Shoulder of lamb 
with grape and lemon stuffing", 
maybe? Or “Kidney with rich 
lemon sauce”? 

Better still, gel my new cook- 
book, What to do ^ith those leftover 
Delia Smith recipes! by Ludmilla 
Sabayon, available at all good 
bookshops - and a lot of bad ones, 
too, with any luck. 

If you cannot find it, just write to 
me enclosing a blank cheque. 


However, the Government is 
taking decisions on the future 
shape of policy before the debate 
on transport (which it initiated) 
has been concluded and while 
failing to provide coherent, 
strategic answers to the problems 
posed by continued traffic 
growth. 

Ultimately, the Government 
needs to state clearly how the dif- 
ferent levers at its disposal - reg- 
ulation, taxation policy*, planning 
policy and investment - as well as 
the actions of individuals and 
business will complement each 
other to achieve a high-quality 
transport network at affordable 
cost to the economy and the 
environment. 

In the case of Newbuiy, the 
authorities must stand firmly 
behind the contractors building a 
bypass, which makes economic 
sense, improves local quality of 
life and has satisfied the due 
processes of law and consulta- 
tion. And the local authorit 
needs to be supported in deve 
oping complementary schemes 
for managing all local traffic 
flows in ways that support local 
business and the environment. 
The Government must sustain 
business confidence in its resolve 
to develop the transport network 
that the country needs. 

Yours faithfully. 

Peter Agar 
Transport Policy Advisor 
Confederation of 
British Industry 
London, WC1 
9 January 


Snark stock shock 

From Mrs Doraine Potts 
Sir: Anyone contemplating in- 
vestment in the railways would be 
well advised to read Lewis Car- 
roll's The Hunting of the Snark. 
Among other strategies, the Bell- 
man and his crew “threatened its 
life with a railway share”. If this 
isn’t a disincentive to purchase, I 
don't know what is! 

Yours faithfully, 

Doraine Potts 
Oxford 


Hung in the middle 

From Mr Frank Boddy 
Sir. If I were ever lobe a dictator, 
my first act would be to erect road- 
side gallows on our motorways to 
make an example to others of 
those who drive in the middle lane. 
Yours faithfully, 

Frank Boddy 
Loxley, Sheffield 


Where blood is 
really needed 

From Dr M. /. Heatley 
Sin The anger with the National 
Blood Authority (NBA) lhat is 
leading donors in Liverpool to 
withhold blood is felt in Oxford 
also (“Blood stocks plummet to 
new low”, 4 January). 

There is a widespread sense of 
outrage, led by the Oxford Com- 
munity Health Council, at the 
NBA plan to run down the 
Oxford Blood Transfusion Cen- 
tre, despite a very strong protest 
by the community and by more 
than 100 medical consultants. 
These consultants have explained 
to the NBA Lhat a major hospi- 
tal for teaching and research, a 
centre of excellence, needs to 
keep its blood transfusion centre 
on site and intact in order to cany 
out organ transplants and cardio- 
thoracic surgery, and to treat 
leukaemic patients, rhesus babies 
and the victims of traffic acci- 
dents and s tabbings. 

But the NBA appears to be 
indifferent to the views of both 
the public and the professionals. 
Four senior managers have left' 
the Oxford service prematurely, 
with one commenting that he did 
not wish to be part of a runaway 
disaster. Other long-serving expe- 
rienced staff continue to leave, 
and individuals who have never 
been ill are now asking for sick 
leave. In short, we are seeing the 
demoralisation of an excellent 
service of which Oxford has been 
proud. 

Yours faithfully, 

M. I. Heatley 
Oxford 
7 January 


Sobering: thoughts 

From Mr Eric Appleby 
Sir: Reports that the Pbrtman 
Group is to start work on a code 
of practice for the marketing of 
alcoholic “soft” drinks (9 Janu- 
ary) are welcome, but can the 
drinks industry be trusted to 
handle these products soberly? 

If Lhis initiative is to result in 
a consensus, it is essential that the 
Fortman Group speaks to those 
people - parents, teachers, the 
police and so on - who suffer the 
consequences of teenage drunk- 
enness as well as its own mem- 
bers. who have enjoyed the prof- 
its from these drinks. 

Yours sincerely, 

Eric Appleby 
A lcohol Concern 

London, SE1 


The real 
Mr Portillo 


From .Mr Dick Tcheme . ~ 

Sir: Andrew LansJey argues (“In 
praise of the maligned. Mr Por- 
tillo". 10 January) that Michael 
Portillo is much misrepresented. 

Mr Portillo has slated that 
there is no room in the Conser- 
vative Party for those who arc 
federalists and want a United 
States of Europe, like the Liberal 
Democrats. In fact. Liberal 
Democrats are not committed to 
a United States of Europe, winch, 
contrary to the Portillo misrep- 
resentations. Is not on the 
agenda. As for “federalist”, this 
is a vague term, which means very 
different things to different 
people. What is true is that Lib- 
eral Democrats do favour mon- 
etary union, as does Emma 
Nicholson, and Mr Portillo 
dearly implied that others who 
do should notbekrag to the Con- 
servative Party. 

Further, even Mr Lansley must 
find it hard to deny that Mr Por- 
tillo’s conference speech was 
chauvinistic, with its anti-Brussels 
rant and its appropriation of the 
SAS as the apotheosis of Con- 
servative values. Mr Portillo also 
for a while made it part of his 
staple speech to accuse foreign- 
ers of buying their degrees. 

Who is misrepresenting him? 
Yours faithfully, 

Dick Taverne’ 

London, SW1 
10 January 


Natural selection 

From Mr John Burchill 
Sir. In case anyone should con- 
fuse the John Burchill writing on 
Tuesday (letter, 9 January) with 
the Chief Education Inspector 
who introduced selection in 
Wandsworth schools three years 
ago, let me put the record 
straight 

I agree with my namesake that 
selection has a knock-on effect 
but I welcome ft. The so-called 
comprehensive system of educa- 
tion led to the worst form of 
selection because it was done 
under the spurious guise of equal 
opportunities. Honest selection 
leads to proper opportunities 
and will lead to a better match 
between pupils’ aptitude and the 
curriculum. Selection is a natural 
tendency which should be man- 
aged sensibly and used for the 
benefit of everybody. 

Yours faithfully, ? 

John Burchill 
Chief Education Inspector 
Wandsworth Borough Council 
London, SW18 
10 January 


Save our sites 

From Mr Edwin K. 
Townsend-Coles 

Sir; I refer to the sale of Land’s 
End and John O’Groais (“Land- 
marks for sale at £5m”, 8 Janu- 
ary). Is not this an opportunity for 
the National Bust to set -up a 
public appeal to secure these 
landmarks once and for all for 
the nation ? If we can spend more 
than £lm in one week on lottery 
tickets, surety it should be possi- 
ble to raise the mere £5m for 
those heritage sites? 

I am. 

Yours etc, 

Edwin K. Townsend-Coles 
Oxford 
8 January 


Fast letters to Letters to the Edi- 
tor; and include a daytime 
telephone number (Fax: 0171- 
293 2056; e-mail: letters® 
fiKiependenUo.akj Letters may 
be edited for length and clarity. 



Let 


l 1 


. 







THE INDEPENDENT. 

-^^JUANUARY ,L« 






_15 




comment 


That dangerous warrior queen 

dwindling majority and a coming election, a speech by Lady Thatcher is not what the Tories need 
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Thatcher has become the willing 
manipulate of the Tory factionalism 

5““ *** ? nolhiQ S she can sav 
Lhat will not be converted into a 
weapon. Her pages will be shaken out, 
her paragraphs pillaged and phrases 
ransacked by desperate men looking 
for ammunition against one another. 

If she offers an olive branch it wifi be 
stripped, barbed by backbenchers and 
used as an arrow. 

Thus, if she merely attacks Tony 
lair, right-wingers will be shaking 
jetr heads and comparing her to 
poor John - if only we were still led 
like that . If she backs John Major, the 
left will see it as proof that the right 
has captured the Prime Minister; 
shes only patronising him now 
because she's sure of Portillo later". 

And anything she says on Europe and 
the single currency, however expected. 
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If she offers an olive 
branch, it will be 
turned into an arrow 


Kenneth Clarke, Malcolm Rifkind! 

Michael Howard and, of course. Major 
himself s,iiU act as if victory is possible. 

At staff officer level, the Buffs 
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Jnc public is spending u bit more. 

Over the past couple of months the 
savings ratio has been falling. Interest 
rates are surely on a downward path. 

The housing market may finally he 
moving, even if it will not boom. 

There is something in all this. 

Unless the eternal link between rising 
real disposable incomes and Tory for- 
tunes has finally been broken, then the 
pulling gap with Labour ought to nar- 
row sharply through 19%. All other 
things being equal, that would trans- 
form the Conservative mood in Parlia- 
ment; a flicker of hope would calm the 
party factions and rally the Conserv- 
ative press. That would help in the 

Blair.^ghl^bK^wilf h^h T? ny coun! £'- PoIi!ics wou,d P 2 )' in the sing it. but hw party has been think- 

^ of ,h,,c R ^ hinkinfi 

All other things being equal. But, as 
Thatcher must know, the party is 
dose to losing its nerve. In private, 
even senior ministers are trading 
demoralising scuttlebutt with their 
backbench admirers. Ask many Tory 
MPs what they wQl be doing after the 
election and they will murmur about 


family businesses or returning to the 
law. Press them on what government 
job they want and you get a Flared nos- 
trtfand a whinny of nervous laughter, 
as if you have just made an unpleas- 
antly tasteless joke. 

Self-belief, in shon. is ebbing away 
even as the economy improves. 1 
thought the Prime Minister's admis- 
sion of the possibility of Tiny defeat 
last weekend was an important psych- 
ological slip. Party insider were appal- 
led by it. 

He was talking about an event 
which is brought nearer bv his discus- 
..... u, L t m think- 

ing of little else. Forward-thinking 
backbenchers and ministers arc turn- 
ing their minds to that bitter, exciting 
week in (probably) Blackpool in Octo- 
ber 1997 when the contenders to 
replace Major as Opposition leader 
parade before a seething party. 

We know why this has happened. In 
European integration. Conservative 
politicians have found an Issue which 


matters more to some of them than 
holding office, or the party itself. 
Many on the right, probably including 
Thatcher herself, woutd rather see the 
Tories destroyed than see them bring 
in a single currency. 

And pro- Europeans, though less 
numerous and more uuiet, ore no less 
driven, believing British membership of 
an integrated European Union to be 
the great question of national destiny 
before party and country. Losing two 
MPs in other parties has finally gahon- 
iscd the Tory left into factional aggres- 
sion of the son pioneered on the right. 

Because No 10 is so worried about 
the majority, the desertion of two Tory 
centrists has, for a time, made the rest 
of them more powerful. The non- 
jumpers, having regained some self- 
con fidencc, will make it harder for 
Howard and others to tout the right- 
wing populism they- plan for the elec- 
tion. One Nation Toryism has found 
its protection racket. 

People talk loosely about a struggle 
for Lhc soul of the party. But for Con- 
servatives even to think that way must 
eventually he destructive. The Tories 
can only prosper as a coalition of inter- 
ests and views, and coalitions do not 
have souls. They huve an ap pro x im ate 
centre of gravity and shared heroes, 
even a nervous system of political in- 
stincts - but no numinous ideological 
essence. That is ihe province of rdupon. 

For aft tus faults. Major under- 
stands that - us Thatcher does not. She 
may be the stronger conservative, but 
he is the better Conservative. Yet he 
has tried every compromise position 
and he has nowhere else to go. He can- 
not rule out British membership of the 
single currency in the next parliament 
without losing his Chancellor, a clutch 


of other ministers and perhaps his 
majority, too. 

AH that is left for him is the promise 
of a referendum. Many Tones have 
been surprised that he has not made 
this final concession. Bui so far he has 

been persuaded by Heseltine and 
Clarke that this would merely fire the 
starting-pistol for an even worse inter- 
nal argument, as ministers divided into 
“yes" and "no" campaigns. 

Conservative Central Office has 
been quietly pushing another, merely 
tactical, argument for a referendum: 
officials fear lhat Sir James Gold- 
smith’s Referendum Party wfll other- 
wise help defeat the lory candidates in 
a few key marginals. A referendum 
would, in my view, be good for the 
country. But it would not help Major 
survive the in- fighting. The left does 
not want it and it would not buy off 
Goldsmith. The financier would am- 
ply change tack and start to organise 
the "do" campaign in the referendum 
he had helped provoke. So it would be 
back to the old argument with a ven- 
geance. Voters would be assured that 
another Tbry election victory would be 
followed by yet more internal party 
fighting over tbe issue. They are un- 
likely to think it an appetising prospect 

In what way, 1 wonder, can Thatch- 
er’s address tonight help any of this? 
She can restate old truths, mumble 
implausible support for a successor 
she disdains, or goad her ideological 
followers to further mayhem, none of 
which helps the country or adds a jot 
to the quality of political argument. 
Vbtn in both seases of the word, it is 
merely her modest contribution to a 
process that can smash the Tbry 
coalition and keep it out of power for 
a generation. 


Let the Beeb rule the waves 

The BBC’s new chairman must prepare for fierce global competition. But British TV could triumph 


I t was a nice coincidence that the new 
chairman of the BBC, Sir Christo- 
pher Bland, should be announced on 
the same day as the news that Rupert 
Murdoch's Sky TV is leading a con- 
sortium bid of more than S2bn for the 
European rights to the screening of the 
next two Olympics. So we have a new 
bead for our stale-owned broadcasting 
company, who himself made a fortune 
out of commercial television; and a new 
and potentially devastating challenge 
to the European stale-owned television 
establishment from one of the strongest 
commercial players. 

Step back a little. We bang on in 
Britain about the future of public ser- 
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vice broadcasting, the excellence or 
otherwise of the BBC, whether the 
licence fee method of funding can be 
sustained and so on; but these issues 
are subsidiary ones. Tbe future of the 
Beeb is less important than the future 
of Britain's place in tbe international 
television market It is as though, back 
in the 1950s. we were discussing the 
future of the British Motor Corpora- 
tion rather than the future of our 
motor industry as a whole. 

Sure, Che BBC is currently our 
largest manufacturer of television 
programmes (as was BMC of cars), 
and therefore what happens to it is an 
important element in the industry as 
a whole. But maybe in the future our 
flag carrier, our best hope of domi- 
nating a global TV market, will not be 
tbe BBC but BSkyB. 

Mercifully, the prospects for our 
television industry now are not as 
bleak as those for our motor industry 
wen: then; though it is chilling to recall 
that in ihe early 1 950s we were second 
only to tbe US as a car producer, just 
as we are currently second only to the 
US as an exporter of TV products. But 
we surety have powerful comparative 
advantages in broadcast media that we 
did not have in engineering: most obvi- 
ously language, but also creativity and 
independence. It is much harder for, 
say, Korea, to challenge us in a service 
industry such as television than it is in 
a manufacturing one. 

Now think ahead 25 years. Global 
media wfll continue to grow. We can 
be pretty sure that there will be hun- 
dreds of television channels, distrib- 
uted all around the world. But beyond 



Voice of tihe nation: but the corporation needs to look beyond our living rooms now 
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that we know very little. For example, 
we do not know whether they wiu be 
delivered in real time - transmitting 
to set schedules for everybody watch- 
ing - or whether the whole medium 
wm be on demand, with people order- 
ing programmes when they want them. 
We do not know whether the princi- 
pal delivery mechanism will be terres- 
trial broadcasting, satellite, cable or 
even telephone wire. We do not know 
whether we will still watch programmes 
on a television set, or on a PC screen, 
or maybe on a souped-up video phone. 

But if there are great uncertainties, 
there are also great opportunities, for 
Loudon could consolidate its position 
as one of the two or three main pro- 
duction centres for global broadcast- 
ing. London already makes more 
international telephone calls, trades 
more international securities, manages 
more international money, than any 
other place on earth. So it ought to be 
in a strong position to make more 


international television programmes. 
The question is how? 

I'm sure the BBC has a big poten- 
tial role here, but one has to ask tough 
questions about its real comparative 
advantage. We are in a transition 
phase between a time when the Beeb 
operated in an oligopoly in the British 
market, and the only challenge came 
from ITV, to one where people will 
have access to television services 
throughout the world. So the present 
advantage - ready access to a 50 mil- 
lion market - disappears. Any com- 
pany will be able to deliver the big hits 
such as the Olympic Games, provided 
they can sign a big enough cheque. 

The Beeb does not have any advan- 
tage in buying foreign programmes: 
any organisation can go out and 
acquire tbe Oprah Winfrey Show. Nor 
does it have an obvious one in hiring 
UK celebs: anyone can buy the talents 
of Noel Edmonds or Anthea TUrner. 
In this new environment - much more 


akin to newspapers or magazines than 
broadcasting as we know it - the BBC 
would seem to have three clear com- 
parative advantages. 

One is brand recognition. Thanks 
principally to the World Service, the 
BBC is both a globally recognised sta- 
tion and surety a contender for tbe 
most trusted. Next, there is the whole 
training and development programme, 
which over the years has developed 
lots and lots of very good people, 
maybe pretty brassed off at the 
bureaucracy in which they survive, 
maybe not vety entrepreneurial, but 
world class none the less. And third, 
there is the security of income. While 
the licence fee remains, the Beeb has 
the luxury that no commercial broad- 
casting company has of knowing its 
income two, three, four years ahead. 

All three advantages are fragile. 
The brand name could be damaged if 
the product slipped; the people can 
walk: and the freed income is surety a 


wasting asset, for as the BBCs mar- 
ket share slips and technology 
changes, it wfll become impossible to 
justify a flat lax on television sets. 

So what should our national strat- 
egy be to try to ensure we get the 
largest share of the global televirion 
cake? I suggest two tracks. 

One track is for the BBC It has 
gained in Sir Christoper an acutely 
commercial chairman, someone 
whose previous experience of the 
media - running LWT - was one of 
success. He replaces Marmaduke 
Hussey, whose previous media expe- 
rience was one of failure: the disas- 
trous stoppage of tbe Tones newspa- 

Maybe our flag 
carrier for global 
television will not be 
the BBC but BSkyB 


peis under his stewardship led to 
their sale by the Thomson family to 
Rupert Murdoch. 

It seems sensible, therefore, to 
expect the BBC to behave in a com- 
petently commercial manner. It is not 
necessary for it to have a single blue- 
print -that can wait until the structure 
of the industry worldwide becomes 
dearer. Eventually, maybe in a 
decade, it will have to be privatised, 
but that needs to be done with great 
sensitivity, to preserve the best bits of 
its all-important etbos. Meanwhile, the 
BBC needs to respond swiftly to mar- 
ket opportunities. It was fascinating 
lhat Sir Christopher yesterday was 
already acknowledging that it might 
need a pay-TV service alongside its 
state -funded one. Why not? 

Tbe other track is for the rest of tbe 
industry. The BBC may be our best 
shot for die world market, but ft is not 
our only one. We should encourage 
the worm’s media to base international 
operations here, as some already do. 
We should relish the success of BSkyB 
and not worry overly about Mr Mur- 
doch. It is only half-owned by him, 
and in any case it is unlikely that his 
empire wfll survive his death as a sin- 
gle entity. And if other big British play- 
ers - BT, for example - wish to enter 
tbe global media game, that should 
also be welcomed. 

Above all, we must as a country be 
nimble. The trick is not to try and pick 
winners; rather, never to dose doom. 
We have a gorgeous, wonderful oppor- 
tunity if we think global; ami the long 
shadow of tbe British Motor Corpo- 
ration if we don’t 
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iristian eviction from a palatial lifestyle 

..... r — ik«»rt fnr hundreds of diocesan bishoos out toeether. is run- sages 


reported that the 
missioners wish to 
)f Portsmouth from 
fropswood, at Fare- 
law it bad come to 
general business of 
ut of palaces - and 

t-less-than-palatial 

sems to me to have 



eadywellimrain. 
deuce to go was 
here Bishops of 


London had lived for hundreds of 
years (and went to Westminster by 
boat), until Gerald Ellison vacated it 
and went to a town house in West- 
minster. But over the years, one by 
one the enormous residences have 
been vacated. Another famous one m 
this century was the Palace at Cud- 
desdon, where Bishops of Oxford 
used to reside. 

Tbe point thar appeare to be mov- 
ing the commissioners is the upkeep 
(£37,500 per annum was stated to be 

the cost of i 

estate at Fareham) 


mai ntaining the seven-acre 
which, for all the 


diocesan bishops put together, is run- 
ning out at more than £l-5m each 
year. That is a fearful sum. If it could 
be reduced to one-tenth of the total, 
the savings concerned would pay the 
stipends of nearly 100 other clergy. 

Bui, to my mind, the bigger prob- 
lem is symbolic. Even if individual 
bishops are cold in their homes, or 
short of personal cash, the apparent 
opulence of style provided by palaces, 
luxury cars and the like gives entirety 
the wrong message to the ordinary 
Christians of the land. These displays 
of magnificence give out three mes- 


sages: that the commissioners have 
still got an unlimited amount of wealth 
in hand; that their priority is taking 
care of the upper echelons of the 
church and its expensive buildings; 
and that laying out for material com- 
fort on earth is more important to pri- 
vileged parts of the church than is the 
idea of "laying up treasure in heaven". 

Although 1 approve of the passing 
of the extraordinary residences, and 
see few people ciying for their return 
in places where they have already 
gone, I also recoil at that word "evict- 
ion". Was not the Bishop of Ports- 


mouth told of the nature of the resid- 
ence when he accepted the post from 
Her Majesty’s right-hand man last 
year? % not that part of the actual 
calling he accepted? 

If so, then even to bring public sug- 
gestions that he should now vacate is 
improper and unreasonable and puts 
him and his family under undue pres- 
sure. I would think there might be 
questions asked in General Synod as 
well as in the columns of newspapers. 

The writer is Assistant Bishop, Diocese 
of Rochester 


Mitterrand’s 
deadly legacy 

The damage done to France by its 
late president will not be easily 
mended, argues John Laughland 


A s world leadeis gather for 

_/\jFranQOis Mitterrand’s fu- 
neral, maybe we should be 
mourning the state of French 
politics Instead. Tfco things 
out about the Mitter- 
rand era: the commitment to 
European integration, and 
socialism. The two, intimate ty 
connected, have done lasting 
damage to France. 

Mitterrand believed tbe pol- 
itical power of states was under 
threat from “economic power", 

by which be meant the globalis- 
ation of world financial mar- 
kets. He thought this because 
he confused the sovereignty of 
the state with his own personal 
power as head of the executive. 
When constrained to change a 
policy - as in 1983, when hard- 
line socialism was abandoned - 
be resented it as an unaccept- 
able limitation by the markets 
of his otherwise unrestricted 
power. This hubristic belief was 
the prime motive behind his 
European policy: he was con- 
vinced that the economy could 
be better “controlled" by politi- 
cians in a large geopolitical 
ensemble than at national level. 

Since 1958 the french pres- 
ident has been the most pow- 
erful - some would say dicta- 
torial - executive office in the 
democratic world, enjoying 
sweeping powers over the gov- 
ernment, legislature, judiciary 
and army. Such a constitution 
is democratic only if the presi- 
dent behaves unambiguously 
as the head of a coherent exec- 
utive, legitimised by regular 
plebiscites and elections. 

Mitterrand, by contrast, made 
it his hallmar k fo dMB tbe 
prime minister and government 
whenever the policies he had ini- 
tialed began to fail. He thereby 
institutionalised the question- 
able idea that the French prime 
minster is a “fuse” between the 
president and public opinion: 
whenever tbe tension mounts, 
the PM is sacked in order to 
shield the president from the 
shock. This constitutional theoty 
is now as widely accepted in 
Ranee as it is incompatible with 
tbe most base principles of polit- 
ical accountability. 

It was therefore inevitable 
that Mitterrand should envisage 
a Europe in which all power 
would be wielded executively, 
away from the tiresome scrutiny 
of legislatures or electorates. His 
plans for monetary union, which 
he co- authored with the Ger- 
mans, proposed that power be 
tided between three equally 
unaccountable institutions: the 
Central Bank, the European 
Commission and the Council of 
Ministers. Not content with dis- 
cretionary power at national 
level, he wanted to transfer it to 
European level as weft. 


There is little chance that 
Resident Jacques Chirac wD) 
manage to reform such question- 
able constitutional practices, and 
■"bring the French state closer to 
citizens" as be has promised to 
do. In his televised address to the 
French people on Monday, he 
singled out MIrterand's commit- 
ment to ihe European construcl- 
ion and his “reinforce mem of 
the constitution* 1 as his predeces- 
sor’s major achievements. 

Indeed, Chirac has already 
effected a Mitterrand -style U- 
turn by announcing, on 26 Oct- 
ober, the adoption of all the 
policies he had spent the 
springtime presidential cam- 
paign attacking. Rumours are 
rife in Paris that be will sack 
Alain Jupp£. tbe prime minis- 
ter, in Mitterrand-like fashion 
before the year is oul 

Although he denounced the 
remoteness and arrogance of 
France's elites in the spring, his 
government and he himsen are 
as technocratic as any of their 
predecessors and are resented as 
such by most of the population. 

Meanwhile, the theory is 
widely held that the role of the 
state should be to protect peo- 
ple from the effects of the free 
market. This month's edition of 
he Monde Diplomatique con- 
tains some 20 articles hysterically 


The French 
presidency is very 
powerful - some 
say dictatorial 


denouncing free trade under 
the general title, “France’s great 
revolt against liberal Europe". 
Gnomic liberalism is regularly 
attacked as “totalitarian”, “dic- 
tatorial” and so on. 

At December's European 
summit in Madrid, Chirac nour- 
ished such fantasies by affirming 
that Europe as a whole was win- 
ning an important victory against 
liberalism. This puts him well to 
the left of New Labour. 

However, this attitude presup- 
poses the continued predomin- 
ance of executive power - the 
“big state" that Chirac said he 
wanted on New Year’s Day - 
over the upholding of justice and 
the rule of law. It also presup- 
poses the continued peddling of 
“Europe" as a universal pan- 
acea. The blank cheque signed 
by French citizens to Mr Mitter- 
rand is evidently still valid, and 
will be for seven more years. 

The writer is a former lecturer at 
the Institute of Political Science in 
Paris and author of 'The Death of 
Politics: Fhmce under Mitterrand’. 


URGENT ! 

600 grans need to escape 
from poverty and disease 


Tharo an thousands of elderly people around 
tha world, HXe Bachs. pictured hare, who need help. 
But in the last manth alone we have heard of BOO 
who are in desperate used. 

Many of these people are linil and 
destitute. Some an la urgent need 
of m edi c al attantton. Y» most have 
no families thqy can, turn to for 
haip. And if wu dost And 600 
sponsors tor them - socm 
some of these grans enuirt /hn 

Tor Just over AS a week, 
yon can nm a life. 

By sponsoring an elderly 
person in need, you can 
provide him or her with 
tbs basic BsatmtaalH of life, 
such as food, clothing 
Bud medicines. 

What's more, your 
sponsorship will also 
support vital prefects 
which will Improve Ilfs 

Hjf Kntliw pfvfnTn’nnlf-lwn 

Most of all, Just 
knowing that someone 
oarw can make a world 
of difference to an 
Blderty person In need. 

Ib find out mors, dtp tbe 
coupon now and post to: 

Mrs. Helen Higgs. 

Adopts Granny. 

Help the Aged, 

FBBEPOKr, 

London BC1B I JY. 



r 


Tes, rm interested In sponsoring an elderly person. 
Please cell ms what l c an do. 

Mr/Mra/Mlse/Ms 


Rastoode 


ueLBo- 


Bend to : Mrs. Helen HiggB. 
adopt a Granny, Help ihn Aged. 
FREEPOST. London BCIB 1JT 


M Or phone 
U 0171 253 0&83 


Help the Aged 

Adopt a Granny 

Mpnowi dura; Hh 27S7E0 
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Eurotunnel asks France for debt re scue 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Eurotunnel has asked the 
French government to rescue it 
from its cash crisis by providing 
financial guarantees to the 225 
banks that backed the Channel 
Tunnel project. 

Detailed talks have focused 
on whether Paris would secure 
a huge Eurotunnel bond issue 
for the bulk of its £8bn of debts. 
The terms are thought to involve 
issuing a zero-interest coupon 
guaranteed for 10 years, fol- 
lowed by promises of security in 
return for staged interest pay- 
ments over another 20 years. 

The surprise news emerged 
as Sir Alastair Morton, the 
company's co-chairman, called 
for Stock Exchange inquiries in 
London and Paris into this 
week's erratic movement in 
Eurotunnel share price. Sir 
Alastair revealed that a previ- 
ous investigation into dealings 
by traders in Paris had been 
passed to the French police. 

Eurotunnel shares in London 
closed up 7p at S4p yesterday. 



Patrick Ponsolle: warned 
Paris of a financial scandal 


News that Eurotunnel is dis- 
cussing help with the French 
government will intensify divi- 
sions among the banks, which 
expect soon to hear the results 
of discussions between the com- 
pany and agent banks about 
resolving the crisis. The 25 
Japanese banks are thought to 
be resisting any immediate deal 
in the hope that the Govern- 
ment might intervene. 

Eurotunnel is also pressing 
the UK Government for help 
but is believed to have made lit- 
tle headway. In Paris, however, 
the company has received a 
more sympathetic reception. 

Patrick Ponsolle, the French 
co-chairman, said he had 
warned the Paris government 
that it faced a financial scandal 
if Eurotunnel’s restructuring 
was not solved soon. “Euro- 
tunnel's position is perceived 
differently in France. In the UK, 
you believe it is simply just an 
unfortunate problem for share- 
holders and bankers. In France, 
it is seen as a scandal because 
people were encouraged to in- 
vest by promises that Eurotun- 
nel would be a success." 

Mr Ponsolle declined to say 
wheLher the French govern- 
ment had agreed to help, or 
when it might intervene. 

The talks are linked to an at- 
tempt by Eurotunnel to extend 
the concession under which own- 
ership of the project reverts 
back to the two governments af- 
ter 67 years. The concession still 
has 57 years to run, but Euro- 
tunnel wants it extended to 99 
years, which would be similar to 
other large projects. With a 
longer concession, Eurotunnel 
would have more scope to spread 
debt repayments to the banks. 
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Crisis line: The French end of the Channel TunneL Talks between Eurotunnel 


and the French government have tocuseo on •• 


Mr FonsoDe said: “I have told 
our government that they must 
recognise the problem that they 
face. Many things they 
promised have not happened. 
They have some responsibility." 

Although he confirmed that 
he was talking about the state 
providing guarantees for a bond 
issue, he declined to be more 
specific. He believed that a 
Labour government might be 
more w illing to come to Euro- 
tunnel’s assistance. 

Last year Eurotunnel 
shocked banks by suspending in- 
terest payments worth £700m 


for 18 months. Mr Ponsolle ac- 
cepted that any announcement 
of a government guarantee 
might coincide with the lifting 
of the interest standstill. 

“But there is so much still to 
do. Absolutely nothing has been 
decided." 

It is understood that Euro- 
tunnel and the agent h anks are 
negotiating an interest-or-equity 
swap to resolve the suspension 
of payments. 

Yesterday, Sir Alastair 
launched a stinging attack on 
share traders and dealers in 
Eurotunnel debt, who he said 


were undermining the compa- 
ny share price. 

On Tuesday Eurotunnel 
shares fell 7 per cent in London 
and 4 per cent in Paris on ru- 
mours that it was about to file 
for bankruptcy. 

Sir Alastair said he would be 
writing this week to regulators 
in London and Paris calling for 
an investigation into all Euro- 
tunnel share dealings this week. 

“There are professional short- 
sellers out there who are delib- 
erately driving down the price." 

Fins authorities launched 
an investigation in 1994 after a 


successful attempt to drive 
down the share price in advance 
of Eurotunnel's rights issue. 
Sir Alastair said he had seen a 
report which had been passed 
to the police. It named several 
French and UK stockbrokers. 

Sir Alastair said this weeks ru- 
mours that Eurotunnel was go- 
ing bankrupt were beyond belief. 

-No banker has ever said that 
Eurotunnel should go into 
receivership. Eurotunnel is only 
an asset if it continues to oper- 
ate. It is in the interest of short- 
sellers and debt traders to spead 
gloom about EunxunneL" 
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Forte shares surge 
as institutions bet 
on Granada victory 


Kingfisher spreads Continental wings 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Trading volumes in Forte 
soared dramatically yesterday as 
24 million shares.or nearly 2.5 
per cent of the company, 
changed hands. Dealers said 
large institutions were adding to 
their holdings, reflecting the 
growing belief that Granada will 
win its £3.8bn bid for the hotel 
and restaurant company. 

The trading pushed Forte's 
shares to 360p, up 9p. and just 
2p short of the all-cash alter- 
native on offer from Granada. 
One analyst said: “If you believe 
Granada is going to win, then 
buying Forte shares is a cheap 
way of buying into Granada." 
Institutions were also attracted 
by the wide margin between 
Forte's current price and the val- 
ue of Granada's cash-and- 
sharcs offer of up to 385p 
(including a tax benefit available 
to pension funds). 

Granada's own shares raced 
ahead by lbp to close at 653p. 
Among the big institutional 
buyers were Mercury Asset 
Management, which is the 
biggest single shareholder in 
both Granada and Forte. 
MAM’s Carol Galley, arguably 
Britain's most influential in- 
vestment manager, was instru- 
mental in ensuring the success 
of Granada's hostile bid for 
LWT in 1993. She is expected 
to play a similarly pivotal role 
in the outcome of the Forte bat- 
tle. using MAM’s 13.95 per 
cent stake, to which half a mil- 
lion shares were added in trad- 
ing on Tuesday. 

Speculation that Granada it- 
self was behind the purchases 
was scotched by in formed 
sources, although it appeared 
that Hoare Govett, brokets to 
Granada, were heavy buyers. 

Meanwhile, Forte found 
some support yesterday when 
the Savoy Group publicly 


backed Forte’s plan to distrib- 
ute its 68 percent holding in the 
luxury hotels company to share- 
holders. In a letter unveiling a 
robust new profits forecast for 
1995, Sir Ewen Fergusson. 
Savoy's chairman, said Forte's 
plan “would enable manage- 
ment to continue with its strat- 
egy of realising [the group's] 
considerable potential'" 

Speaking in the plush sur- 
roundings of the Savoy hotel 
yesterday morning. Sir Ewen 
added: “We have had no con- 
tact with Granada since Sir 
Alex Bernstein [Granada's 
chairman] made a courtesy call 
when the bid was announced. 
There is certainly no concrete 
offer on the table from Grana- 
da." The television and leisure 
company has said it, too, would 
dispose of the Savoy slake if its 
bid succeeded. 

Sir Ewen made the com- 
ments as Forte forecast 1995 
profits of £11.4m, up 165 per 
cent, and promised to double 
the dividend, to 14p per Class 
A share and 7p per B share. 

The sharply higher profits re- 
flect an upturn in the London 
hotels market, where the Savoy 
Group runs seven luxury prop- 
erties, including the Connaught, 



Carol Galley: Instrumental 
In Granada's 1993 LWT bid 


the Berkeley and the Savoy. Sir 
Ewen said a new management 
team in place since late 1994. led 
by the managing director, Ra- 
mon Pajares, had controlled 
costs, improved occupancy rates 
and increased revenue per 
room. 

The company also sold off its 
ailing Lancaster Hotel and a 
country dub. Forest Mere. It is 
part way through a £58m re- 
furbishment programme, to up- 
grade the Connaught. 
Claridge’s and the Berkeley. 

Mr Parajes said yesterday he 
was aiming to increase occu- 
pancy rates to about 80 per cenL, 
in line with the rales achieved 
by some competitors. 

Forte said the results at the 
Savoy were proof that the Lon- 
don market was turning around. 
This is certainly not the time 
to be selling hotel properties, 
and certainly not at fire-sale 
prices," a spokesman said. 

Granada bas said it wDl sell 
trophy hotels and the Meridi- 
en and Exclusive chains if its bid 
succeeds, in part to finance a 
special dividend of 47p payable 
to Forte shareholders as part of 
Granada's increased and final 
bid, announced Tuesday. It in- 
sists thaL it has identified seri- 
ous buyers and that il will be 
able to fetcb good prices. 

Granada also attacked 
Forte’s dividend policy yester- 
day, suggesting that Lhe com- 
pany's promise of 20 per cent 
higher payouts in each of the 
next three years would requ ire 
a dramatic rise in profits. 
“Forte's management need to 
spell out, in detail, how they can 
afford to meet their promise," 
Gerry Robinson, Granada’s 
chief executive, said. 

Forte fought back, criticising 
Granada for becoming “forced 
sellers of assets on an un- 
precedented scale within a short 
time-frame. " 


NIGEL COPE 

Kingfisher, the retail group 
whose French subsidiary has 
been one of its few recent suc- 
cesses, is expanding further 
into the French electricals mar- 
ket. It is paying £59rn for a 20 
per cent stake in BuL the coun- 
try’s fourth-largesl electrical 
retailer. 

The group is conducting the 
deal through Darty, the French 
electricals retailer it acquired in 
1993. Darty accounted for al- 
most half of Kingfisher's prof- 
its in the six months to July. It 
is widely considered to have 
been the group’s salvation when 


many of its other chains such as 
Woolworths. Comet and B&Q 
have experienced problems. 

The company said: “Darty 
was a good acquisition and we 
wanted to build on that." Retail 
analysts said the deal seemed a 
good, safe move. However, one 
described the deal as “totally 
bemusing". “It would have been 
better to seek new opportuni- 
ties than simply reinforcing ex- 
isting territory," he said. 
Kingfisher shares fell 16p to 
528p. 

But has 232 out-of-town 
stores and specialises in elec- 
trical goods and furniture sold 
to younger buyers who are 


looking for lower prices. All but 
37 of the stores are franchises, 
although the company is look- 
ing to buy many of the fran- 
chises back. 

But has 5.1 per cent of the 
French electrical market, which 
is thought to be less cut-throat 
than the UK market which 
has seen a flurry of high-level 
casualties. As Darty is the mar- 
ket leader, with more than 12 
per cent. Kingfisher will now 
control IS per cent of the mar- 
ket. But is also France’s second- 
largest furniture retailer, with a 
share of 7.7 per cent. 

Last year But achieved prof- 
its of £I0m or. sales of £104m 


at its directly owned outlets. 
Profits from the franchises were 
£24m on sales of £199m. 

But was founded in 1972 by 
Andre Vent ur ini whose son 
Michael has been chief execu- 
tive since 1980. The group has 
been quoted on the Paris stock 
exchange since 1990. Saks have 
been growing at an .average of 
5 per cent a year in the franchise 
stores but ty 23 per cent in the 
directly owned branches. King- 
fisher is keen for the group to 
accelerate the programme of 
buying in more of the franchi- 
ses to help boost profitability. 

Tbe Venturini family is still 
tbe majority shareholder and 


Savings: Improved returns from endowments, but Tessa holders miss the chance 

Tessa investors find Norwid 
the best offers sold out end to 


Kingfisher has &igpetf -a stand- 
still agreement, which means it 
cannot increase its stake for two 
years. The founding family has 
also undertaken to maintain a 
minimum 40 per cent interest 
in the company for the next six 
years. .. 

Darty has consistently res- 
cued Kingfisher’s trading figures 
when a succession of problems 
have hit its UK businesses. In 
the sax months to July profits fell 
at B&Q, losses deepened at 
Comet, whileSupcrdrug pro fits 
were flat, Darty meanwhile 
reported a lO per cent rise in 
profits to £40m out of group 
profits of £90m. 

of top-rate rollovers 


end to cuts in 


CLIFFORD GERMAN TSB and Britannia and in both 

cases was told he was too late. 
Thousands of investors are He has gone instead to 
complaining that they have Northern Rock, whose new- 
missed the opportunity to re- fixed rate Tessa offering 7.64 
invest money in maturing Tes- per cent has not yet sola out, 
sas at favourable rates of perhaps because of the penal - 
interest. Up to 2 million tax-free ty it imposes - 180 days' loss of 
Tessa accounts - containing at interest plus a fee of £30 if in- 
least £20bn - will mature in the vestors change their minds and 
first six months of this year, but want to switch to another ac- 
just 10 days after the first ac- count within the next five years, 
counts started to mature con- There have been cases of in- 
fusion and disappointment are vestors being told wrongly at 
spreading. branch level that they should 

TSB - which offered in- have applied fora roll-over ac- 
vestors with £9,000 to reinvest count before their existing Tessa 
a guaranteed rate of 7.64 per matured and they are no longer 
cent tax-free for five years - sold eligible, 
out the £25m offer within 48 Banks and building societies 
hours. Thousands of disap- started writing well before 
pointed investors who did not . Christmas to their Tessa in- 


take the “limited offer” warn- 
ing seriously are now being of- 
fered the reduced rate of 7.22 
per cent. 

Britannia Building Society 
has also withdrawn its replace- 
ment Tessa offering 7.65 per 
cent net fixed for five years and 
replaced it with a second 
tranche offering 7.25 per cent. 
One investor who contacted 
the Independent applied for 


vestors, ex plaining that accounts 
can be rolled over into a new’ 
Tessa as they mature. This new 
account can be opened with the 
existing provider, or the funds 
can be transferred without 
penally to a new Tessa with an- 
other institution. 

The interest accumulated - 
which on the maximum per- 
mitted investment of £9,000 
can reach up to £3,500 after five 


years - can not be pm into the 
new Tessa. 

Investors who make no im- 
mediate derision on reinvest- 
ment have their Tessa funds 
transferred to conventional ac- 
counts as they mature. These 
earn interest which becomes 
liable to tax, but the funds can 
be left for up to six months and 
still be eligible for a new Tessa. 
Those transferring to a differ- 
ent provider get a certificate of 
eligibility. 

Investors were invited to ap- 
ply for a new Tessa up to three 
months before their Tessa ma- 
tured. But the future trend of 
interest rates is far from dear, 
creating the maximum uncer- 
tainty for investors over whether 
to go for a fixed or variable rate, 
and whether to grab existing 
rates or take advantage of the 
six-month grace before re- 
investing 

Not all providers were able to 
say precisely what rates of in- 
terest they would be offering, 
and many, including TSB asked 
for a reservation fee of £50 - 
which was refundable only if a 
new Tessa was actually taken out 
with the same provider. 
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Niccicurn 

Norwich Union yesterday be-, 
came one of the first life insur- 
ers to signal an end to cuts in 
maturity payouts for tens of 
thousands of with-profits policy- 
holders, as h announced that it 
would keep all its bonus rates 
at the same level as last year. 

The insurer claimed that the 
level of present maturity payouts 
now being made ensured that 
anyone with a mortgage-linked 
policy would easily receive 
enough to pay off their loan. 

But Norwich also warned 
that new home buyers today 
would do better to pay off their 
mortgage quickly rather than 
taking out an endowment. The 
insurer's warning came as two 
other life companies. Com- 
mercial Union and Scottish 
Life, announced that payouts to 
.25-year policyholders would 
' rise slightly compared with last 
year. Sit their 10 and 15-year 
policies faced continuing re- 
ductions. 

Gordon Hatpin, a director at 
Commercial Union Life, said: 
“I tend to agree that the cuts we 
have seen in previous years 
will not be as great in die future. 
But I would be loath to say that 
they will not happen at alL Even 
after making the cuts that we 
have on 10-year policies, wc are 
still paying out more than 
Norwich Union.” 

Norwich's bonus announce- 
ment means that an investor 
with a 25-year endowment ma- 
turing now receives a tax-free 
annual return of 12.5 per cent 
a year for a £50 monthly in- 
vestment. Someone with a 10 - 
year maturing endowment 
would get £10,265, equal to a 
annual yield of 10.4 per cent. 

By contrast Commercial 
Union would deliver a 13.6 per 
cent annual yield on its 25-per 
cent endowment and Scottish 
Life would pay 13 per cent For 


10-year policies, CU investors 
will receive £10,292, down from 
£10,849 last year. 

The announcements mark 
the beginning of the bonus sea- ' 
son, when insurers announce the 
amount they will pay polky- 
holders whose endowments ma- 
ture. With-profits policies are 
designed to smooth out invest- 
ment returns so that a bad year 
is affect by part of the amount 
retained from a better one. 

Since the early 1990s, payouts 
have fallen by as much as 60 per 
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cent on 10-year policies as the 
more recent low-interest and 
low-inflation climate delivered 
lower returns on equity markets. 

Richard Harvey, finance di- 
rector at Norwich Union, said 
yesterday: "Low inflation will 
mean lower investment returns 
in the 1990s when compared 
with the soaring figures of the 
Eighties. But investors will still 
enjoy good real returns from 
our investment portfolio. 

Comment, page 17 
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business 

Sharper elbows needed at the ‘nice’ supermarket 




nniji-l 

Now Sainsbuiy’s is 
addressing its 

management 

structure, it needs to 
inject more spark on 
the supermarket floor 
and bite back at 
those upstarts 
Tesco and Asda' 


Tk .^ ar ? room rc - shu tfk at Sainsburv’s 
dvnamk^ ’. anl alU:m P l 10 inject some 
5S. no “ company that is widely fell 
to no r £, f h ? vc losi ,Ui wa y- but it needs 

cnc*c Th?. fUn er 10 reai, y * Jiffer- 
-u ' . al mu ch was clear from Sainshurv's 

r«nnv P A^l yeSle L day which *”» » 

far °* ,h f markcl was concerned, 
n was □ damp squib. 

h..rv k Cenlrai cn^ct'sm is that David Suins- 
M n ° l split the roles of chair- 

rurn Chl f I c^-’cuiivc. The new si niclurc 
,■ . see Mr Sainsbuiy remain as cxecu- 
rtf Tu ajri P an w b*fe the two chief executives 
ot the miun subsidiaries will report to him. 

3 Sfoup chief executive 

would have been far better. 

j-3? ^ a,r to Salisbury's, perhaps ycsler- 
oa> s changes are a prelude to just that. Cer- 
tainly. Dmo Adriano, who will run the UK 
supermarkets. looks 10 be the coining man. 
A Salisbury's lifer through and through, he 
. JfPP^sed at Homebase and risen 
steadily through the ranks. True, he is not 
regarded as “ihe Rottweiler of Stamford , 
street like Tom Vyner. Sainshury's soon- to 
J5 Qr {* dcpuly diairman. who strikes fear into 
the hearts of suppliers with his fearsome 
buying technique. Bui be has developed a 
reputation as die kind of aggressive manager 
the board needs. Some say Sainshury's has 
“too nice to win” in the sharp- 
elbowed world of supermarkets, so the pro- 
mouon of people such as Ditto Adriano, who 
are not afraid of a scrap, is a step in the right 


direct ion. Another welcome attribute is 
that he is a good general manager capable 
of looking at the big picture. 

Set against this view of the changes, word 
is that Sainshury's tried to persuade Mr 
Vyner to stay on longer. This suggests that 
Sainshury’s would sooner have given its new 
boy longer before thrusting him into the 
! limelight. 

Now Sainshury's is addressing its man- 
agement structure, it needs to inject more 
spark on the supermarket floor and bite back 
at those upstarts Tesco and Asda. 

Mr Suinsbury wan already talking about 
a more aggressive trading stance yesterday. 
Thai could mean that if its January" price pro- 
motion proves successful, it "could be 
extended and become a regular feature - 
February Savers. March Savers and so on. 
There are also signs, that a new loyalty card 
is actively being considered. So far, so good, 
then. But more must follow. 

Two cheers for 
Norwich on bonuses 

T wo cheers for the announcement from | 
the Norwich Union that it won’t be cut- | 
ling bonuses on its with-proBu, policies this 
year. It now looks os if the scare about en- 
dowment policies failing to generate enough 
money to payoff the mortgage may be over. 
But there is only one cheer for endowment 
policies us a way to finance ihe purchase of 


a house if, and when, (he market revives. 
The ratcheting down of bonuses that start- 
ed five years ago seems to have come lo a 
halt. Current levels arc broadly in line with 
prospective total returns - roughly half of 
what was chalked up in the 19S0s." 

In the low-inflation environment of the 
1990s, (his translates into respectable, if 
unexciting, potential pay- backs from policies. 
Over 10 years, a person with a Norwich 
Union with-profits policy will walk away' with 
a compound annual return of just over 20 
per cent. Those with 25-year endowments 
stand to gain 12.5 per cent a year. Not bad, 
all things considered. Enough at any rate to 
meet the mortgage - and leave some over. 

That doesn't change the fact that it is no 
longer u sensible idea to take out an endow- 
ment policy when borrowing to buy a house. 
For one thing, they are inflexible'- as hun- 
dreds of thousands of people forced to cash 
them in have found out. The furore over low 
payouts for those who don't run the full 
course isn't necessarily good news for those 
who do. Better terms far those who cash in 
will be paid for by these who save the full 
term of the policy. 

Much more important, new tux breaks 
make endowment policies a less and less 
attractive savings vehicle. With PEPs pro- 
viding a tax-free haven for long-term invest- 
ment. the uneasy mix of life assurance and 
investment which the endowment policy pro- 
vides is long past its sell -by date. For more 
cautious borrowers, previously attracted by 


{ the “smoothing’’ effect of endowments, 
I another option Ts accelerated repayment ol 
j debt, using the tried and tested repayment 

I mortffiige. _ . 

1 One reason bonuses have fallen so far m 
i the past five years is that they were pushed 
J up to unrealistic levels in the late 1980s. 
i These fancy pay-outs bore witness to a mar- 
j keting war "that took the endowment policy 
to a wholly inappropriate SO per cent of the 
I total market. Yet even now. 65 percent of 
j loans are still backed by endowments, 
j Clearly, the lesson has still to sink in. 

Trade figures give no 
ground for complacency 

T rade figures are the least satisfying of all 
economic statistics to interpret. They are 
volatile, subject to big month-to-monln dis- 
tortions, and frequently revised. The balance 
; of payments crisis that famously turned De- 
nis Healev back at the airport in 1976 to face 
[he fine from an IMF hit squad was subse- 
quently largely revised away. 

Awareness of these difficulties helps keep 
in perspective the deterioration in Britain’s 
trade position in 1995. Thanks to already 
published partial figures for trade with 
| countries outside the European Union, we 
[ know that the widening in the gap in Octo- 
ber was more or less reversed in November. 

) Even so. there are no grounds for 00 m- 
I placency. One worry is that import prices 


have increased sharply in recent months, 
even though the pound has been reasonably 
stable. _ 

In the three months lo October, import 
prices were 12 per cent higher than a year 
earlier. 

This may be nothing more than a delayed 
reaction to sterling’s decline earlier in the 
year. Even so. it will feed through 10 man- 
ufacturers' costs and could be passed on in 
price rises at the factory gate. 

If nothing else it will keep the Bank of 
England fully occupied in its unceasing 
search-and-destroy mission against all 
sources of inflationary pressures. 

The other warning signal is the shift in the 
composition of growth during the past year 
or so, away from net exports and towards 
consumer spending. The export-led recov- 
ery proved to be as short-lived as it was over- 
hyped. , , 

Its brevity demonstrates that the advances 
in exports during the early part of the 
recovery - and the setbacks last year - were 
mainly due to the economic performance of 
Britain's key export markets. 

For all the claims of government minis- 
ters, the stark message from the trade fig- 
ures is that there appears to have been lit- 
tle underlying improvement in the 
competitive appeal of British goods. That 
leaves prospects for the trade gap this year 
heavily reliant on German and American 
economic performance, despite a highly 
competitive exchange rate. 


Trade gap worst in three Sainsh ury’s pre pares for battle 

NIGEL COPE ■■■■■■KZPrrl 

years as exports tumble 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

Britain’s trade deficit in Octo- 
ber was the worst for nearly 
three years. Exports dived by 
£77lm during the month as 
trade with the US and the rest 
of Europe slowed, adding to 
fears that growth will remain 
weak this year. 

The Governor of the Bank of 
England, Eddie George, said 
yesterday that there were wor- 
ries about the extent of the slow- 
down taking place on the 
Continent, especially in France 
and Germany. With the typical 
understatement of a central 
banker he said: “Taken overall. 
I don't think we are concerned 
growth will get out of hand" - 
even though consumer spend- 
ing would pick up. 

Mr George said inflation 
would probably be at or below 
its 2.5 per cent target in two 
years. That was why he had rec- 
ommended a quarter-point cut 
in base rates last month. 

Alongside the news of 


weaker exports, separate figures 
yesterday pointed lo a slower 
pace of economic growth. New 
housebuilding starts dipped 14 
peroeat in the three months to 
November compared with the 
previous three months. And 
the longer leading indicator of 
the economy, a signal of trends 
a year ahead, fell for the 17th 
month running. 

The trade gap widened by 
£688m to £1.7bn in October, its 
highest since December 1992. 
The deficit with the EU rose to 
£477m, on top of the already- 
published jump to £lJ2bn in the 
non-EU shortfall. Although fig- 
ures showing that the non-EU 
portion narrowed again in No- 
vember to £500m have already 
been published, economists said 
the unexpected deterioration in 
Continental trade was disap- 
pointing. 

The biggest declines came in 
exports to Germany and the 
Benelux countries during the 
three months to October, al- 
though sales to France and the 
rest of the EU were also slightly 


lower. Imports from France, the 
Netherlands, Belgium and 
Spain all increased. 

Imports of cars from EU 
countries increased by about 
£500m, one of the biggest ad- 
vances. Imports of other fin- 
ished and semi-finished 
manufactures also increased 
significantly. 

The overall trade gap in the 
three months to October 
amounted to £3.9bn. Half the 
£lbn increase during the three 
months was due to trade in 
erratic items such as ships and 
precious metals - notably much 
higher than usual imports of sil- 
ver ingots, possibly due to spec- 
ulative stockpiling. 

Underlying exports were 3.2 
per cent higher than the same 
period a year earlier, compared 
with a 43 per cent increase in 
imports. Export volumes per- 
formed better than import vol- 
umes, but import prices have 
risen faster. • 

Helen MacFarlane, an econ- 
omist al brokers Hoare Govett, 
said exports grew in line with ex- 


port markets in the first 10 
months of last year, implying 
that British exporters had held 
on to their market share. “Ex- 
port markets should improve 
this year, so the prospects for 
trade are reasonable " she said. 

Slower growth in Britain 
would also limit increases in im- 
ports. “The trade gap should re- 
turn to a modestly improving 
trend," said Michael Saunders 
at Salomon Brothers. 

Other City economists were 
gloomier about the likelihood 
of a pick-up in British markets. 
“Export volumes will weaken 
further as overseas demand 
stagnates,” said Adam Cole at 
James CapeL 

Sterling weakened on yes- 
terday's trade figures, falling to 
DM23225 from the previous 
day’s dose of DM22304. its in- 
dex against a range of curren- 
cies fell 0.2 to 83.1. Mr George 
said yesterday that be hoped un- 
certainty about the general 
election had already been 
priced in by the foreign ex- 
change markets. 


Exchange to push on with reform 


JOHN EISENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 

The London Stock Exchange 
last night signalled that it will 
push ahead with share-dealing 
reforms to remain the financial 
centre of Europe. 

It dismissed as incorrect the 
idea that the exchange's market- 
makers had hijacked the 
process for change and said it 
was pressing ahead to introduce 
an order-driven share-dealing 
system in August. Leading mar- 
ket-makers have conceded that 
change is inevitable. 

The Stock Exchange is ex- 
pected to issue tomorrow a de- 
tailed consultation document to 
ascertain precisely what sort of 
order-driven mechanism the 
market wants. One of the three 
main options is to stick with the 
status quo, the traditional 
quote-driven system dominated 
by the powerful market-making 
firms using their capital to of- 
fer continuous buy and sell 
prices for shares, and pot have 
any order-driven facility al all. 
But this is widely regarded by 
market participants as unlikely. 

The consultation will be the 


first time the broad market, 
comprising securities firms, big 
fund management institutions 
which own much of the coun- 
try’s equity, and the large cor- 
porates that raise capital 
through the exchange, is being 
comprehensively asked for its 
views on the share-dealing re- 
forms. One of the contributing 
factors to the recent firing of 
Michael Lawrence from his 
post as chief executive of the ex- 
change was the concern among 
many members that be was 
seeking to push through radical 
reforms without knowing what 
the market actually wanted. 

The consultation is to be 
completed by mid-February, so 
that the Stock Exchange board 
can consider the reconuneda- 
tions by late March. 

The other two main options 
in the document are to switch 
fundamentally to an order-dri- 
ven mechanism, whereby sell 
and buy orders are automati- 
cally matched cm the dealing 
screens, and some form of hy- 
brid combining order-matching 
and a quote -driven system on 
the same dealing screens. While 
some form of combination of 


the two trading facilities is al- 
ready regarded to be the most 
likely outcome of the consulta- 
tion, a hybrid in the sense of the 
two systems on the same screen, 
which is what the Stock Ex- 
change appeared initially to 
favour, is known to be fiercely 
opposed by most of the market- 
makers. 

“The two systems competing 
against each other simply can- 
not work. Capital will be with- 
drawn from the market," one 
senior market-maker said. 



Michael Marks: On the 
steering committee 


Another suggestion, which 
some participants say is a more 
likely option, is a hybrid that is 
essentially a screen-based order- 
matching system, but whicb of- 
fers market-makers the 
opportunity to continue carry- 
ing out large trades off the 
market 

This would be akin to the sys- 
tems operating successfully in 
France and the US, where there 
is an electronic order-matching 
sytem plus a block-trading fa- 
cility, whereby brokers can take 
large positions onto their own 
books and tben dispose of them 
before the trades go through the 
official market The consulta- 
tion document also offers 
highly-detailed variations on 
these options. 

The steering committee that 
will make the recommenda- 
tions includes John Kemp- 
Welcb, chairman of the Stock 
Exchange ; Graham Allen, man- 
aging director of the ICI pen- 
sion fund; Donald Brydon, 
deputy chief executive of BZW; 
Scott Dobbie, chairman of 
NatWest Securities and Michael 
Marks, deputy chairman of 
Merrill lynch. 


Dixons and Next 
fight sales gloom 


Murdoch challenge for 
Olympic TV coverage 


TOM STEVENSON 

and NIGEL COPE 

The increasing polarisation of 
the high street was confirmed 
yesterday with bullish trading 
statements from Dixons and 
Next contradicting the gloomy 
picture painted earlier in the 
week by House of Fraser. 

Despite good rises in sales at 
Dixons and Next in the lead-up 
to Christmas, the share prices 
of both companies were hit 
yesterday as profit-takers 
cashed in on iheir dramatic 
rises last year. Dixons fell 14-5p 
at 409.5p while Nest slipped lop 
to 437p. Dixons accompanied 
news of a 41 per cent increase 
in profits for the six mouths to 
October with news that sales in 
the eight weeks since the end ot 
the firet half in October were up 
23 per cent overall and 10 per 
cent on a IDee-for-likebasis. 

The figures were driven try 
the strength of the person^ 

computermarksLwhicbDBDM 

entered three years ago with the 


launch of PCWorJd, which the 
company believes has a 40 per 
cent share Of the fast-growing 
domestic PC market The link, 
a new chain focusing on mobile 
phones and other communica- 
tions equipment, also grew fast 

Next confirmed that sales in 
its high street stores between 
July and the end of December 
were 13 per cent higher than the 
s*yne period last year. This was j 

achieved with only a 43 per cent 

increase in selling space. 

Next Directory performed 
even better, with sales up 17 per 
cent up on last vear. 

John Richards, retail analyst 
at NatWest Securities, said: 
“What we are seeing is the po- 
larisation of the high street as 
it divides between the haves and 
the have-nots.'* The pattern is 
expected to continue today 
when Boots and Sears deliver 
trading updates. Boots is ex- 
pected to report healthy sales 
gams while the performance at 
fears has been more patchy. 
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MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

The European Broadcasting 
Union’s stranglehold on rights 
to screen the Olympic Games 
has been challenged for the first 
time, as confirmation came yes- 
terday that Rupert Murdoch’s 
News Corporation and several 
partners have bid S2bn for the 
rights to all five Olympic Games 
between 2000 and 2008. 

The audacious bid. delivered 
to the International Olympic 
Committee on Monday, could 
force the union - made up of 


casters including the BBC - to 
raise its bid for future Games. 

Senior executives at News 
Corporation's television arm, 
headed by Sam Chisholm, de- 
clined to comment yesterday. 
But it is believed that the team 
has sharply criticised the 
Union’s past efforts to broad- 
cast the games, and that it is 
convinced that public service 
broadcasters wfll be unable lo 


fund an adequate bid for the 
rights by the end of the decade. . 

The changing nature of tele- 
vision in Europe, particularly 
the fragmentation of distribu- 
tion channels, has made it in- 
creasingly difficult for public 
broadcasters to compete for 
prommmmg. fit the UK, the 
BBC has already been shut out 
of some spent and film rights be- 
cause of spiralling costs. 

The News Corp consortium 
is expected to share the rights 
with terrestrial and subscription 
television services throughout 
Europe, and is prepared to 
give precise undertakings to 
encourage as wide a viewership 
as possible. 

If the bid is successful, view- 1 
ers of pay-TV channels in the | 
UK such as Sky Sports, part of 
Air Murdoch’s 40 per cent- 
owned BSkyB satellite broad- 
caster, will get wall-to-wall 
coverage of big Olympic events. 
Highlights, as well as some live 
action, will also be available on 
terrestrial “free" television. 


NIGEL COPE 

Sainshury's announced a board- 
room shake-up yesterday de- 
signed to boost investor 
confidence and restore the 
company's position as the UK's 
leading supermarket group. 
The company is now looking to 
adopt a more aggressive trad- 
ing strategy and take the battle 
to rivals such as Tesco and 
Asda, which have overtaken 
Sainshury's as the most innov- 
ative retailers in the field. 

The changes were criticised 
in the City for not going far 
enough, as David Sainsbuiy 
has stopped short of splitting the 
roles of chairman and chief ex- 
ecutive. He remains executive 
chairman. Dino Adriano, 52, 
head of the Homebase DIY 
chain, emerges as the company's 
chief executive in waiting. Sains- 
billy's shares failed to respond 
to the restructuring, closing lp 
, lower at 388p. 

lb tty MacNeary of NatWest 
1 Securities described it as “a slow 
stem in the right direction for 
quite a conservative company.” 

Another said: “It's a good 
step but not what the City was 
looking for. We were hoping for 
more radical changes than this.” 

The restructured board wfll 
see David Sainsbuiy remain as 
executive chairman, with two 
chief executives running the 
main operating subsidiaries. 
Tom vyner, the influential 
deputy chainnan of the group, 
wfll become chief executive of 
the UK supermarkets division 
until he retires at the end of next 
year. He will then hand over to 
Dino Adriano, who has per- 
formed well at Homebase but 
is thought to lack experience in 
the UK supermarket sector. 






David Sainsbuiy (right), remains executive chairman; Dino Adriano (top left), will take 
charge of the supermarkets operation when Tom Vyner flower left) retires next year 


A new chief executive wfll be 
sought to ran both the US 
business and Homebase when 
Mr Adriano moves on. An ex- 
ternal candidate is likely. 

Mr Sainsbuiy said he was not 
disappointed to move away 
from the day-to-day running of 
the supermarkets: “Given the 
scale of the business, it is sim- 
ply no longer possible to have 
someone who is both chairman 
and chief executive. We need a 
very dear structure.” 

He added that the new struc- 


ture, together with the recent 
appointment of a new market- 
ing director, addressed two of 
the group’s weaknesses. 

Mr Adriano said he was look- 
ing forward to the task of bat- 
tling against Tesco, Asda and 
Safeway. “It's a challenge but 1 
think I'm ready for it." 

Commenting on his man- 
agement style, he said: “I like 
to take a thoughtful resolute ap- 
proach and prefer immediate 
action. I hate indifference and 
don't like office politics." 


Mr Adriano trained as an ac- 
countant before joining Sains- 
bnry’s in 1964. He spent the 
early part of his Sainsbuiy’s 
career in accounting functions 
before becoming an area di- 
rector of the company’s super- 
market business between 1986 
and 1989. 

For the last six years he has 
been running Homebase and is 
currently overseeing the inte- 
gration of the Texas Home- 
care chain, which was acquired 
last year. 


IN BRIEF 


Coal Investments strengthens board 

Coal Investments, the straggling mining company whose shares 
are suspended while it tries to put a rescue financial package to- 
gether. yesterday stengthened its board with the appoitment of 
Herman Scopes, former chairman and chief executive of Id Paints, 
as a non-executive director. Mr Scopes’ appointment means the 
board now has four executive and four non-executive directors. 

Consumers wary of foreign electricity 

More than two thirds of consumers would not switch to a foreign- 
owned electricity company when competition is introduced in 1998, 
according to a survey by the Consumers’ Association. More than 
half said they would be willing to switch to a regional electricity 
firm other than their own and a similar proportion would move 
to another utility with which they already have dealings. 

PIA to back down on pension scandal 

The Personal Investment Authority, the financial services regu- 
lator, is believed to be ready to cave in to demands from specialist 
insurers that it tone down letters sent by its members to poten- 
tial victims of the pension transfer scandal. An announcement 
is expected within the next few days. Insurers had threatened that 
unless the wording of these letters was altered they would not 
give cover to financial advisers facing compensation claims. 

Financial adviser suspended 

The Personal Investment Authority k& suspended the independent 
financial advice firm of Piper Lee & Piper, based in Stanford in 
the Vale, Oxfordshire, after the firm admitted it was insolvent 

Gold breaks through $400 an ounce 

Gold has broken through the $400-an -ounce barrier for the first 
time since August 1993. The metal’s strength came on the back 



$401.75 at one stage. The US purchasing, which started at the 
turn of the year, was boosted by a weaker US stock market and 
continued uncertainty over the budget negotiations, analysts said. 

Saudi prince moves Euro Disney stake 

Prince ai-WaJeed bin Thiol has transferred his 23.55 per cent stake 
in Euro Disney lo the Kingdom Group. which is registered in Cay- 
man. The Saudi prince, who owns the Cayman company, informed 
the French stock markets association, SBF. The association said 
that Kingdom has no intention over the next 12 months of increasing 
its stake, seeking control or seeking representation on the board. 

Wall Street star quits Smith Barney 

Robert Greenhill, one of Wall Street's investment banking stars, 
has abruptly left his posts as chainnan and chief executive of 
Smith Barney, the second largest US securities firm in terms 
of brokers. He is to form hi s own investment banking firm called 
Greenhill & Co. 
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Dixons plugs into new position 


Dixons has been a remarkable success 
stow over the past three years since the 
shame-faced retreat from an ill-fated 
foray into the difficult American retail 
market. Don't be misled by the shares' 
18p slide yesterday to 40 9p: these 
were excellent figures that confirmed 
the group’s success in repositioning it- 
self away from a tired high street to 
popular out-of-town sites and into 
genuine growth areas such as personal 
computers and mobile phones. 

There were three reasons for the 
shares' fall: profit-taking after a stun- 
ning doubling of the price last year, the 
traditional January hangover for retail 
shares: and. finally, what appeared to 
be a misreading by analysts of the bal- 
ance between first- and half-year 
profits. 

.Although the gross margin slipped 
a little under one percentage point dur- 
ing the half-year to October (thanks to 
an increase in lower-margin PC sales), 
good control of other costs saw pre-tax 
profits up 41 per cent at £37 Jim from 
a 15 percent sales increase to £855. 7m. 
At the earnings per share level an im- 
press^ 54 per cent rise to 5i>p allowed 
a 14 per cent lift in the interim divi- 
dend to 2.U5p. 

The recovery at Dixons has been dri- 
ven by its foresight in grabbing a 40 per 
cent share of the retail computer mar- 
ket through PC World, the chain that 
only came into existence at (he begin- 
ning of 1993 and still has little serious 
competition. 

Although the computer market as 
a whole grew by 27 per cent last year, 
the domestic segment romped ahead 
by more than 70 per cent and shows 
no sign of slowing. 

The other key development has 
been the well-exeaited shift of Currys, 
the fridges and washing machines 
arm, from the high street to increas- 
ingly large out-of-town sites. Cunys* 
newest stores arc twice as big on av- 
erage as Cornel's competing shops, 
which means that it can offer bigger 
ranges and allow new products to pig- 
gy-back on the Currys brand. 

DLxons has finally shrugged off the 
misguided price-led strategy of the 
1980s. when a third of its products were 
own-brand. It now competes on range, 
value and after-sales service, which it 
has rightly pinpointed as the route to 
customer loyalty. 

High street Dixons, out-of-town 
Currys, communications products store 
The Link and PC World all have dis- 
crete. focused markets - at last a sen- 
sible strategy backed up by 
fast-increasing capital expenditure. 

How much of this good news is 
already in the price? On the basis of 
Nat West Securities' forecast of £13Sm 
profits in the year to April, the shares 
currently trade on 17.5 limes earnings, 


a sizeable premium to the rest of the 
market. That is justified by Dixons' 
much betler-than-average growth 


Cost-cutting 
bolsters Savills 

Strong management through one of the 
worst property recessions this century 
has stood upmarket estate agent Sav- 
ills in good stead Decisive action to cut 
costs helped to reverse £4Jm of losses 
chalked up in the early 1990s and its 
luxury residential and agricultural 
businesses have helped it to weather 
the commercial property downturn. 

That strength is reflected in yester- 
day's half-year profits, which dipped 
only slightly from £1.9m to £1.84m in 
the six months to October, despite the 
continuing dire state of the commer- 
cial market. But trading profits have 
been on a plateau for the past two yeais 
and the company looks to be heading 
for a third, judging by yesterday’s 
warning that the full 1995/6 results are 
unlikely to rise above last year's. 

The problem is that the commercial 
side, the powerhouse of the 1980s, has 
become a drag in the 1990s. 

Operating profits in the half-year 
sank from £916.000 to £624,000 and a 


lot of the business is only marginally 
profitable. 

Things would have looked much 
worse without the fees from handling 
a £l25m deal involving the sale of a cen- 
tral London property portfolio be- 
longing to Scottish Amicable to a 
German investor during the period 

Aubrey Adams, managing director, 
believes the market could pick up 
quite fast if current institutional talk 
about investing more in property is 
translated into action. But in the mean- 
time, Savills must rely on its other ac- 
tivities to deliver growth. 

Profits in agricultural and residen- 
tial property are up healthily from 
£658,000 to £ 1.04m in the six months 
and the outlook seems set fair. 

Demand for homes in the range from 
£450,000 to over £5m. in which Savills 
specialises, remains strong and Mr 
Adams believes the resilience in farm- 
ers' incomes wifi continue into 1996, un- 
derpinning the agricultural market. 

More questionable is the funnelling 
of much of Savills' extensive cash re- 
sources into what looks like a rag-bag 
of financial services operations rang- 
ing from leasing to stockbrolring. To- 
gether with holding company costs, 
these clocked up losses of £177,000 in 
the latest period. 

The shares, down 5p at 57p, reflect 
the uncertain outlook on a prospective 
price/earnings ratio of 10, assuming un- 
changed profits of £3 Sm this year. 
Strengthened by the appointment of 
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former Meyer International chief ex- 
ecutive Richard Jewson as. chairman 
last year, Savills remains a high-quaj- 
ily punt on the sector, but only for these 
who see an upturn in commercial 
property around the comer. 


Vibroplant sells 
off US division 


The market wanned to news yesterday 
that Vibroplant, the Yorkshire-based 
plant-hire group, had sold its Ameri- 
can Hi-Lift division. The S6S.8m 
(£44.4m) deal, including the assump- 
tion of $223m in debt, was comfort- 
ably ahead of book value and better 
than analysts were expecting when 
Vibroplant announced as intention to 
sell in July. The shares responded ac- 
cordingly with a 7p rise to 81p. 

The sale leaves the company finan- 
cially very strong, wiping out debt and 
leaving it with cash backing amount- 
ing to over 43p a share. It is a wind- 
fall which Vibroplant might do well to 
sit back and ponder before rushing out 
on a spending spree. Yesterday, Jere- 
my Pillriugton, the chairm an, was re- 
vealing little about how soon a home 
would be found for the money, beyond 
saying that the intention was to focus 
on growth opportunities in the UK- 

After achieving something ap- 
proaching go-go status in the 1980s— 
with profits peaking atJQ4m at the end 
of the decade - Vibroplant has fallen 
badly from grace in the 1990s. Part of 
its problems nave been due to ill-judged 
acquisitions. The US business, built up 
intbe 1980s, was at the root of a good 
deal of the difficulties. Senior man- 
agement was distracted txying to sort 
it out and it has only recently come into 
real profits, recording £1.4m on 
turnover of £29m last year. 

At home, diversifications like the Al- 
phabet Event Hire operation acquired 
in 1992 have been equally poor, al- 
though with less severe consequences. 

But management will surely be 
tempted to diversify away from its cur- 
rent range of activities. The outlook for 
the core business, hiring out com-, 
pressors, dumper trucks and the like, 
continues to appear bleak, given its de- 
pendence on depressed markets like 
housebuilding and road building. The 
company has already moved to shake 
up the UK activities, centralising con- 
trols to tighten management 

Even so, analysts are still looking for 
profits to fall next year, on top of a 
downgrade fo Cowing yesterday’s sale. 
A figure of £4.75m this vear is expected 
to be followed by less than £ 3 - 5 m next, 
putting the shares on a prospective 
price/earnings of 17. Expensive. 
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The recent retnrn of Antho- 
ny Holton, formerly manag- 
ing director of the London 
Evening Standard, to his old 
haunt as the paper’s City edi- 
tor, has prompted concern - 
among me more nervous . 
members of the London 
Stock Exchange. 

Mr Hilton is stiB sitting on 
the Weinberg committee - 
set up in October to examine 
small investors’ interests 
and his reincarnation as a 
member of the grubby fourth 
estate has had some reaching 
for the Rennies at this sensi- 
tive time for the Exchange. 

Mr Hilton accepted the 
appointment when he was a 
manager with a journalistic 
background. “He was the 
nearest thing we had to the 
man in the street," said one 
insider. ‘The last thing we 
wanted was a practising jour- 
nalist on the committee. 

Sir Mark Weinberg, the 
committee chairman , has 
taken Mr Hilton’s sudden 
change of career in his 
stride. “Good Lord, has he?” 
he inquired. T wasn’t aware. 
But I have been away." He 
was nevertheless emphatic 
about his stringent require- 
ments for the conduct of 
committee members. 

“I have asked all members 
not to speculate on the out- 
come while we are engaged 
in heavy market research,” 
said Sir Mark, joint chairman 
of St James Place Capital. T 
would expect him to respect 
that fact” 

Lazard Brothers, financial ad- 
viser to Pearson on the bid for 
Alan McKeown’s SelecTY 
came up with a novel code 
name for the deal, which has 
oome in bandy in light of the 
well publicised delays. (For 
those readers not familiar 
with City practice, the Square 
Mfie is positively littered with 
oblique references to exotic 
plants, animals and even op- 
eras. It supposedly prevents 
the identify of possible targets 
being revealed through con- 
stant repetition in memo6 and 
letters.) 

In the case of SelecTV the 
code name chosen was 
Seagull. Not very inspiring, 
you might think. But some- 
one has dearly made good 
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New shake-up 
at Ingham 


TDM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Ingham, the troubled classic car 
parts lo worsted spinning group, 
riven last year by dissent over 
the composition of its board and 
strategic direction, took a fur- 
ther step yesterday towards 
reinventing itself as an invest- 
ment trust. It released delayed 
interim figures; confirmed a 
management buyout of its tex- 
tiles arm, said its property di- 
vision was up for sale, 
recommended a 36p offer from 
an unnamed investor and an- 
nounced the proposed resig- 
nation of its chief executive Alan 
Stephenson. 

‘Hie latest tumultuous de- 
velopments follow a disastrous 
two-year period for the com- 
pany during which its share 
price has collapsed from a high 
in 1993 of 16op. Yesterday it 
confirmed a slump into the red 
in the six months to September, 
with last year’s £853,000 profit 
reversing into a £1.09m loss. 

Both the original spinning 
business and the more recent di- 
versification into spare parts for 
classic cars such as MGs and Tri- 
umphs suffered with the textiles 


Top appointments 
ease Rexam doubts 
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MAGNUS GR1MOND 

Jeremy Lancaster, chairman of 
Wolseley building products 
group, is to be the next chair- 
man of Rexam, the troubled 
printing and packaging group 
announced yesterday. The chief 
executive's slot is to be filled by 
Rolf Borjesson, chief execu- 
tive of the Swedish packaging 
company PLM- 
The moves come after 
months of speculation ahead of 
the retirement later this year of 
Mike Woodhouse and David 
Lyon, currently chairman and 
chief executive respectively. 
The problems of the packaging 
indukiy have forced Rexam to 
make two profits warnings in the 
past six months and analysts 
welcomed the appointments as 
ending some uncertainty. The 


shares added 5p after the news 
broke, before failing back in line 
with the market to end I2p 
down at 378p. 

Mr Lancaster, who has ini- 
tially been appointed deputy 
chairman, is highly regarded in 
the City for successfully steer- 
ing Wolseley through the build- 
ing recession. 

It now claims to be the world's 
largest plumbers' merchant and 
profits have grown from £80m 
ni 1991 to £245m last year. 

Mr Borjesson, who will be 
meeting analysts today, is more 
of an unkown quantify in the 
UK. The company he heads, 
PLM. was formerly a subsidiary 
of Sweden's Industrivaerden 
AB. and was floated on the 
Swedish market in 1995. PLM 
is the fourth-largest beverage 
packaging company m Europe. 



Desperate as ever to touch base with ordinary business folk, 
the Department of Tkade and Industry has turned to John 
Noakes (above), the legendary Blue Peter presenter; to spear- 
brad its scheme for turning brilliant inventions into commer- 
cial successes. Mr Noakes apparently qualified for the job 
because he invented a version <& the hang-glider when be was 
10. He is pictured with something be made earlier. 


use of it Every time the 
Lazard came up against 
glitches in the negotiations, 
they - as one does - blamed 
the other side. A call would 
go in to headquarters, with 
the message: no deal tonight, 
“the seagull has shit again". 

. It has been a regular bird, 
by all accounts. 

The £25m sale of Video Arts 

— the manag ement training 
company founded by the 
comic actor John Cleese and 
Sir Anthony Jay, author of 
Yes, Mmister-has thrown up 
some interesting snippets. 
Not least is data on the rela- 
tive popularity of . the various 
productions. It turns out that 
the company's top-selling 
videos in the City are Meet- 
ings, Bloody Meetings and the 
Balance Sheet Barrier , an 
idiot’s guide to basic finance. 


starring the alarming combi- 
nation of John Cleese and 
Dawn French. 

. So just who has been bon- 
ing up on the basics? The 
top five City clients are TSB, 
Halifax Building Society, 
Clydesdale Bank, Standard 
life, the Kuwait Investment 
Authority and Eagle Star. 

Fri ghtening , isn’t it? For 
those who really have trou- 
ble sleeping comes KIFM, 
“the 20 -min ute radio pro- 
gramme on cassette". True, it 
does sound like an American 
soul music station. But 
KIFM in fact stands for Kid- 
sons Impey Finance Matters 
and the cassette features 20 
minutes of “topical business 
stories" for the accountants* 
clients - including self-as- 
sessment, profit-related pay 

Wake up at the back there. 


L\ BRIEF 


businesses swinging from a 
£243,000 profit to a loss of 
£203,000. Exceptional charges 
included a £607,000 write-down 
in the value of the two remain- 
ing properties in the property 
arm. a £195,000 charge to cover 
a strategic review of Ingham’s 
businesses, and £555,000 for the 
disposal of die spinning business 
to management 

That deal followed the an- 
nouncement last year that if a 
buyer could not be found for the 
textiles arm it would be closed 
at the end of 1995. 

Attention now focuses on a 
reverse takeover of the company 
by a still unnamed investor that 
plans to use Ingham's quote to 
relaunch the business as an in- 
vestment vehicle, possibly seek- 
ing investment trust status. The 
offer, pitched at 36p and likely 
to be accompanied by a sub- 
stantial subscription for new 
equity, is understood to be con- 
siderably lower than the com- 
pany’s net asset value. 

In gham is also planning to 
close its bead office in Harro- 
gate, saving £200,000 a year, and 
transfer lo Richmond, Surrey 
where its remaining motor op- 
erations are based. 


Acquisitions cost CRH £39m 

CRH, the Irish building materials group, has announced Ir£3Sm 
(£39 .2m) of investments and acquisitions in the US and Europe. 
Across the Atlantic, CRH is spending lc£14m, mainly on invest- 
ments in plants producing a range of goods including concrete 
pavers, roofing products, pipes and glass lamination. In Conti- 
nental Europe since July. CRH has made acquisitions including 
a German roof-light maker and a Belgian maker of polystyrene 
foam and opened a joint venture builder's supply outlet in Por- 
tugal for a total of LriE 12.4m. This comes on top of lr£11.6m spent 
since July on 23 new builders' merchants branches in the UK. 

Bardon extends quarries 

Bardon, the aggregates group, has announced the purchase of 
assets of the Airdrie-based Robert Paterson Precast for around 
£lm. The Paterson assets will give another fixed outlet for dry 
stone from Bardon’s existing Dun til land quarry. 

United Breweries shares suspended 

Shares in United Breweries were suspended after it said it was 
in advanced discussions for a reverse takeover of a company with 
a public bouse estate of similar size to its own. The Buckingham- 
based pub operator currently has 140 outlets. Its shares were relisted 
last April following a six-month suspension ahead of a capital 
restructuring. 

Thomas Locker takeover approved 

Thomas Locker shareholders yesterday approved the £7.5m ac- 
quisition of the industrial drums maker Pentre in a reverse takeover. 
The green light comes in spite of opposition from John Carr, who 
has a near-23 per cent stake in Locker. 

Jobs shake-up at Everest 

Former finance director George Sanders has replaced Bob Gilbert 
as chairman of Everest foods. Mr Gilbert stays on the board as 
a non-executive director while Peter Lanni, financial controller, 
moves up to become finance director. 

Sales rise at Merchant Retail Group 

Merchant Retail Group, the Perfume Shop to J op lings depart- 
ment store company, said sales in the five weeks from 20 November 
to 23 December increased by 13 per cent. On a Jike-for-like ba- 
sis Joplings’ sales were up LI per cenL The Perfume Shop saw 
Strong growth in pre-Christmas trading, with sales up 11.6 per 
cent on a comparable basis, 45-5 per cent including the benefit 
of nine new shops. 

Ryfand cautious on prospects 

Ryland, the car dealer, has expressed caution about the second 
half of the year after experiencing a poor start in November and 
December. The comments came despite the announcement of 
pre-tax profits up from £1.15m to £lJ5m for the first six months 
to October. Ryland said the last three months of 1995 had been 
tile most difficult experienced for some time. 
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__ market report/shares 

Airtours gets airborne again on hopes of US alliance ■ 5S ™® 


Sharif Ilf Airtours. which Mjf- 
i^rird acute embarrusMm.Mil 
i r . om the Slump in cverstas lu»l- 
■ >' s .**» year, have m fared 
smec u announced a dramatic 
prolits fair four weeks ago. 

Jncy climbed a further I2p 
K ' A ‘®P : »!W*nst a 3< Wp Jowjusi 
ahead of the results. 

The big cutback in the num- 
ber of hoi ida vs Ainours and 
the rest of the' industry will of- 
fer this year has helped steady 
the shares. 

The reductions should im- 
prove margins and prevent 
the overheating that savaged 
industry profits last year. 

But the surge in the group s 
shares is due more to takeover 
than trading prospects. 

Amours' highly successful 
move into sea cruising is 
thought to have alerted Car- 
nival Corporation, the big US 
cruise group. And. if stock 
market and travel industry sto- 
ries arc to he believed, the 
Americans are desperately 


keen to absorb, oral least forge 
an alliance, with the UK group. 

But Carnival is only one 
name in the frame. Richard 
Branson’s Virgin is another. 
There is persistent talk of a Vir* 
gin/Airtours trading, deal al- 
though a bid from either party 
is regarded as highly unlikely. 

The chances of a Carnival 
deal are mure realistic. The 
group has the ammunition for 
a strike although it would need 
the support or Duvid Crow- 
land. Airtours" chairman, who 
accounts for nearly 27 per 
cent of the capital. 

Michael Arison, Carnival’s 
chief who has IU percent of the 
cruise group, and Mr Crossland 
are i hough J to be similar per- 
sonalities who might be able to 
work together. 

The market suffered its sec- 
ond consecutive reverse with 
the FT-SE 100 index off 28.8 
points at 3,671 .5. At one time 
it was off 38.8. Political un- 
certainty continued to ruffle 
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sentiment but New York was 
the main influence. During 
London opening the Dow 
Jones Average was. for a lime, 
off more than 50 points 
enough to rattle traders who 
were still absorbing the 6b- 
point overnight fall. 

The fierce Forte takeover 
struggle dominated proceed- 
ings with Forte attracting an as- 
tonishing 48.3 million turnover. 
Even allowing for double- 
counting and various other 
factors it was a remarkably busy 
session for the beleaguered 
catering and hotel group. 

Bidder Granada was not, it 
seemed, in the market so the 
brisk trading was apparently 
due to arbitraging and institu- 


tional juggling. Forte rose 9p 
to 360p and Granada, with 
turnover put at 73 million, 16p 
to 653p. 

Savoy ‘A’ put on L7p to 
970p on the profit forecast and 
Whitbread, another on the 
fringe of the bid action, fell 6p 
to 675p. 

Marla nd, the Thames Val- 
ley brewery that fought off the 
advances of neighbours 
Greene King nearly four years 
ago, frothed up 20p to a 573p 
peak. 

The group is known to be 
seeking pub acquisitions and 
there are suggestions it is near 
to completing a deaf. But there 
is also talk it could again attract 
takeover attention. 


House of Fraser, the de- 
partment stores chain, gained 
5p to 16Sp despite it latest 
profit warning Buyers took the 
view the current management 
could come under institution- 
al pressure and the company 
was looking increasingly vul- 
nerable to a takeover strike. 

Allders, where the French 
luxury goods group LVMH 
has 2 per cent, fell 7p to 175p. 
Vodafone gave up 5p to 212p 
with a rumoured Cazeaoye 
downgrading and New York in- 
fluences doing the damage. 

British Aerospace made fur- 
ther headway.up 9p to &33p. 
but British Petroleum and 
most of the oils gave ground. 

Lonrho was actively traded 
ahead of today’s results, ex- 
ported to indude demerger de- 
tails; the shares fefl 3p to 187p. 
Charter retreated J2p to S52p 
on negative comments from 
NalWest Securities. 

Cable companies remained 
weak with General Cable off 6p 


at ISOd and Telewest, paying 
£9.8m for the Worcester cable 

franchise, 10 

Ewotnnnel recovered 7p to 
84pbui NFC fell 2p to 143p as 
Mees Pierson said selL Eu- 
rodollar, the car hire group, 

motored I5p ahead to 86p 
following an investment meet- 
ing. . , 

Gold shares responded to 
the firm bullion price, over 

$400 an ounce for the first time 

for nearly 30 months. 

Supermarkets were cut as 
James Cape! downgraded the 
sector. The management 
changes at J Sainsbniy were 
greeted with a lp foil to 38Sp. 

High-lech shares were again 
ruffled by the weakness of 
their US counterparts although 
Acorn Computer pulled out of 
its jaikpm thanks to a link with 
Oracle. The shares rose 25p to 
23Sp. 

Cranswick, the food group 
expected to add to its pet food 
interests, shaded 6p to 176p. 


rj Shop fitter Campbell & 
Armstrong jumped 4p to 20p 
as Highland Electronics, an 
unquoted group with a habit 
of investing in quoted groups, 
picked up 336,000 shares, 
lifting its stake to 17 Jp per 
cent 

Campbell has had a difficult 
tfryig since it arrived on the 
market in 1990, when its 
shares hit 13Sp. It lost 
£890,000 in its last half-year. 

□ Southend Property gained 
4p to 46p in busy trading 
With some shares going 
through at 47 -5p. 

Since making an unsuccess- 
ful £140m takeover bid for 
Frogmore five years ago, 
Southend, ran by near-20 per 
cent shareholder Malcolm 
Dagul, has Tailed to make 
much impression. Still, it is 
one property company which 
has attracted the reclusive 
Barclay brothers who have 
12.4 per cent 
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share price divided by tos4 year's esuniop per share, exdudnis exceptions! Uxens. 
Other tlcttils: xr Ex rights x EftaiMleiid a Ex-all a UnlMcd Sccuriiics Market 
9 Suspended ppPanJv Paid pm Nil Paid Shares. Source Finmit. 

THE INDEPENDENT INDEX 

TV imfr* ff^mre you tn aatM rcal-iixnr share prices by phone trom Seaq. Simply dial 
0891 125 xys, followed by the 4-digil coai) primed next lo each share. To access the 
(airs fioandaf reports dial M91 12» followed by one of ihc iwo-dJgh codes below. 

FT-SE 1(10 - Rcal-umc 00 Sterling Rates 04 Privatisation Issues ,V> 

UK Stock Martel Rqxin 01 Bnllion Report 95 Water Shares 30 

L/K Company News 02 Will SJ Report 20 Elecmcjty Shaiw 40 

for eign Exchange 03 Tbkyo Market 21 High Street Banks 41 

Anyone with a tone-dial telephone can use this wrvice. For a ifetaik^daTOpiion of 
The Independent Index, including its portfolio facility, phone 0891 1.3 333. 
For assistance, call our helpline 071 S73 4375 (930am - 530pm j. 
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Song ready for the rough and tumble 


The passage from youth 10 m a - 
tunly is usually too gradual^ 
perceive, be it in horses or hn 
mans, but Simon Dow can pin- 
point with i some accuracy^*? 
moment when Chief’s Song, 
runner in theLadbroke Hurdle 

itSS?? 0 * 11 ° n Saturday, 
put thildish ware behind him Ti 

3.17pm on Satuniav 1 
December, 1995. • " 

-Ji*!" lc “ d mg the 22-runner 

feld throughout the William Hill 

S^ HUrd,ea, S^-n. 

Oners Song was joined by Es- 
kimo Nel on the stiff uphill run- 
,n * 11 was a thrilling and 


dLmandmg bank- io the line, but 
d*ds Oners Song who held on. 
by a short-head. “Before that, 

d been what 1 call a hov. a 

babyish son of horse.” Dowre- 
sailed yesterday, "and that de- 
spite the fact that he's now six. 
Wit at Sundown he displayed all 
the courage that I'd always been 
concerned he might not have, so 

no became a hit of a man 
overnight in my eyes and he 
nasn t stopped improving since" 
A good thing too. since Leup- 
ardstown s tight inside track on 
Ladbroke day is no place for a 
quivering adolescent. Many will 


no douht describe the weekend’s 
handicap as n cavalry charge, but 
this Is to do a disservice to the 
cavalry, which even under the 
greatest pressure would surely 
conduct itself with more digni- 
ty. The Ladbroke will, as ever, 
be brutish, and Chiefs Song will 
be in the thick of it. 

“He's basically heller off go- 
ing at much the same speed nil 
the time." Dow says. “I don’t 
suppose Richard JDunwoody} 
will need too many orders, hut 
there's no advantage in getting 
l«*o far behind so I'm sure he'll 
be handy enough. If he's going 


Greg Wood on a 

hurdler graduating 
to an adult role 
at Leopardstown 

to win he'll have to run the race 
of his life, but I think he's go- 
ing in the right direction." 

Chiefs Song is moving so 
rapidly in the right direction, in- 
deed, i hat an attempt to emu- 
late the success of Celtic Shot, 
who won the William Hill Hur- 
dle and the Champion Hurdle 
in the same 1987/8S season, is 


a distinct possibility. And this is 
the same horse whose first two 
outings this season saw him un- 
seat his rider at Kempton before 
finishing a distant ninth in a 
handicap at Cheltenham. 

It is a rise to favour to match 
that of hb trainer, who took out 
a licence in his mid-twenties and 
now. al the age of 34. can reflect 
on over 200 winners which have 
returned to his yard on Epsom’s 
Derby Road Young Em, a pro- 
lific winner on the Flat, was 
within a flared nostril of beat- 
ing Cherokee Rose in a Group 
One race in France last vear, but 


useful performcre over jumps 
are just as important to what is 
a truly dual-purpose stable. 

"You'll have to ask the staff 
whether it’s hard work,” Dow 
says, “I only sit here and or- 
ganise things, and they’d say J 
don't even do that Of course its 
a year-round job, but it’s what 
I enjoy, so it’s easy. * 

Dow's consistent success is 
also an excellent recommen- 
dation for Epsom's facilities, a 
subject which is very close to his 

heart. “There just aren't enough 
superlatives to use for it," he 
says. “It's, very relaxed and 


peaceful for the horses, espe- 
cially after the hurly-burly of 
somewhere like Newmarket, 
and for London-based owners 
its ideal. Most of my owners can 
be here in half an hour if they 
come at the right time.'* 

The tranquillity of the North 
Downs will seem very distant 
for Chief's Song as he nudges 
the tapes in Ireland on Satur- 
day. Yet no matter what the 
rough and tumble of the Lad- 
broke may throw at him, both 
his trainer and his backers can 
at least be sure that he will lake 
it like a man. 


Sash sparks a sponsorship row Murphy to coach riders at ‘finishing school' 


John Hales. the owner of One 
Man, yesterday described the 
obscu ring of his company's !o"o 
after Saturday's King Gebnse VI 
Chagas *-s,vi pid - as hev J ged 
the British Horseracing Board 
to sort out the continuing con- 
flicts between sponsors. 

One Man. who mav run next 
m Leopardstown s Hennessv 
Gold Cup. is at the centre of a 
row between those who sponsor 


races and those who sponsor 
horses that threatens Hales's en- 
titlement to VAT concessions. 
He has met Customs & Excise 
rules by securing sponsorship of 
One Man by hus toy company. 
Golden Bear. But after Satur- 
day's win the Golden Bear logo 
on Richard Dunwoody’s silks 
was covered by a sash provid- 
ed by race sponsors. TripleprinL 
“When Richard Dunwoody 
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picked up his prize later he was 
nicely attired with a Golden 
Bear toys logo standing out on 
our colours and collar but now 
without the sash. Then when he 
was interviewed hy Channel 4 
he had rolled down the collar 
to display the name Saab, f'm 
not complaining about Richard 
but it is a stupid situation with 
three sponsors all trying to get 
a share of the limelight." 


Up-and-coming apprentice and 
conditional jockeys will return 
to the classroom under a Jock- 
ey Club scheme unveiled yes- 
terday. The initiative requires 
apprentices to attend Newmar- 
ket's British Raring School once 
they have won 20 races, while 
conditionals will be called to 
doss after 15 wins. All young rid- 
ers attend a course at the school 
before being granted a licence. 
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— 2L winners, (VO runners, Ml i»», +£7300; J GUToed — I& winners. 88 nmnens 1 7£«b. 
-£4 J.25; P J Robb* — Jf. winners, 10H runners, IZUrib. SB.7 S. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: R Diurwoody — 31 winners, 142 ride, 21 8%, 447.GS: D Mur- 
phj — 1 1 winners, -17 ndes, ^3.4«b. iM.45; J Oflbonie — 1 1 wtnnets, 60 rides, 1 8.3%, 
-£ 1 1 -M: M A Fitaa wwM- 1 1 winners, ] 10 rides, IO.0H, -£06.70. 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAYS: HaOe DmU^13 40i won ai NotUnshun onThnrsday. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNER S: Jangle Highway (2.40) has been sent 109 miles by P Hi- 
au From Hook Norton, Oxon: Bold Dotphln (12.40], Dublin Flyer 12.10), Rectory Gar- 
dca i3.1t» A Eantern BJw 1 3.4i)j sent 109 miles by T Forster Iran Lutflpw, Shropshire. 

PlO~An I SPET1SBURY NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) (DIV 1) £3^200 
L“ ,w l added 2m Penalty Value £2^58 

1 'X>1 TGGWSe7jro/PWnBBJWli»3)jafl0B61111 PMde 

2 1 UJCXyEDOE (S) (I P hfcUs 5 11 11 Cltaerie 

3 232- BOLDIXUPHN (28T) IS Pnsnnj T Foreas 8 LIS RFWrad 

4 0P4 BURLMGION SAM (NZ) (S8) ID H Bam) D Banns 8 115 -RQmcm 

5 6 CARDINAL HIRE (37] (Peter J ButM J EdHHDs ? U 5 RDmuoady 

6 M CHM-YO (30) INc* VV)£^ J OW 6 11 5 FEnfin 

7 5630/ COiMimcONCOn)E(E38)(BobC(te)CJ wies6U5 GMeCoKt 

8 20 QDtE FOR LUNCH (57) (Oradaly Panned WseHKngii5U5 Doabtfil 

9 5i HOOOea HAWK (59) (C U fOi*y) N HfnWswi 5 U 5 MAHUgrraU 

10 21 IMSIER MOROSE CD) IMnJMaiAH N Tswan-Daws. 6 11 b Cllwa%U 

U 6*02 MR XHSWTfO; ©G 3fa3*9V A J ttfcon 5 LI 5 LNanuy 

12 U00- NE&AAL (USA] (420) (C Humptryi G Thomer 6 U. 5 dare Dnoer (7) 

13 4 WHO AM I (35) Usmesauneyl R Atief 6 115 MrPHNlqf (5) 

1< 2U&4 WCZD{27) IH Weeks! BPain^b 115 BPuhH 

IS 204 CHARMMG BRL (USA) (Z78) tCConu 0 Sherwod 5110 IQsbm 

18 3&U AUUWA (57] Ahs 2 3 ClaN S Chnstnn 6 11 0 6 Up ton 

17 UIW N080 (Mis Stag) Us J Pitman 5 110 .WUflRtaa 

IB 0 VnAL DECISION (28 HDmi 1 OH) N UmpORl 7 11 0 JULBUer (7) 

- IB declitred - 

BETTW6: 9-2 “^nE, 5-1 Mstar Moroee. 11-2 Lndty Edtfa. 7-1 Bold DotpNn, 8-1 Cbal-Yd, Chamv 
(HE fi&t !W Maoded Haa*. 12-1 Lutff Mono, 14- 1 OvAal Ma.-lff-l adwn 
U9B: Canquen^ Ieoow 6 11 0 M Rogeaia 9-4 (N Henausan) 20 an 
FORM GUIDE 

U1CKY EDDIE, easy id back at Taunton last month, nevertheless proved toward enouiJi 
to maKe ms first appearance on a racecourse a winning one when he beat Gamwm and 
Mi Runote cwiwncmjijy. That the placed horses CaUsd to do any Potter next ttme cutes 
trie shine off that performance, but Lucky Eddie could do no more than win and has the 
scope to do substantia By better as he ®lns axperience. That also applies to the 
Huntingdon winner Tggbia. who had been the subject d encouiagng repons in his cw 
bumper runs last season. Hu greenness was evident at Hundn^lon and he should be 
able to improve c«n that to be a senous danger. BoW Doiphhi showed bags of potential 
m hts two starts over hunlies laa season, starting with a otW to Lightening Lad in tot 
second division of this race. He split the smart Kiltone Abbot and previous winner 
Mtdmghi Hour at Chepstow m March on his only other start and it is only because he 
might be rusty after a rune-month break that he Is passed over. He e one to fofcw 
whatever happens here. Mr KennK left the form of ha fits nm over msdfos way behind 
when staying on to take second behind Buttercup Joe si Hereford. He wdi not be herd to 
place, probably over e longer trip men today's. CM-Yo. Charming GM and Mtoter 
Morose have some decent bumper form between them and should make the ffadB. 
Selection: LUCKY EDDIE 

I' i i n i SPETtSBUHY NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) (DIV R) £3^00 
I" 1 ' I added 2m Penalty Value £2,758 

1 0- BHOOMHni BOY (ZRfl ® D henwndfl Mis J Ranan 7 11 5 WManton 

2 29 COffMUCHT CRACKBt (3Q (Bfl (Comau^A Gtwp Ufl P Hobbs 6 11 5 SMoOM 

3 DAMH1 BBYADBI (0 J &rol D Cao 5 11 5 DBUd^tew 

n 0021' DECMWUBHffBIOlIMteFWtejrflTItoTO Dtafttfwr 

5 20 BBBtALJACKE(41){lhhaenaAs)nBk»dSDckLa$ JG&)ni6ll5 PHda 

6 HOLD 1« FORT IK LSdcM A Durw 5 11 5 CMstee 

7 LALRSfS TREASURE (k%S Sarah Dyfcima: Mo S WBstis S 11 5 BPbwsf 

8 HACWUMRA u C Bobin] S Woodman 6 11 5 KtoMa (31 

9 63 HMHAROMRMin , C23J(MsEA>^icocf0GMfog5115 APMcftiy 

W ay SttVBt SUMAL (8imM K ftresil H Otwr 7 11 5 Iwydoawr 

U 50- SUFHQ4E RARE (292} IttwyT Cow CF^phsm 6115 T Drocowbe C5 

12 6 TOCAFmWSWISH(4»IMKSAJMirrWDf«lO^ RDas-oody 

13 m TOWLE OTMnERotwtSJN Henderson 7 11 5 MARtnymM 

M 42W24 IMLDK^lW®(2SJ(LadVfe^M8S>(HrA?K6115 ^FTOey 

15 COCO MOOT Mra Saly Mononl S Shervnod 6 11 Q 0U|ta» 

16 0 ntANK BUSH (34) (Frank R Jenny) G Ifivner 5 11 0 LHsnrey 

17 0 IWSSroCf(Sn)PATHonRFiiw6llO Iftwd 

. IB 13 MY OLD CHINA (BO [Mts Gamjde M Fosaar] A Fcstr 7 11 0 CUeweAjn 

«*1B diclntf - 

| BEnWftlWTnoaMe,WTlieCe((tairf«tlfi»h,74CaiiBB0(AOeekre l IWdWBaKftul,aiGaB- 
end Jadda, 9-1 Coco Point. 10-1 Phar Rom Amy, 12 Broorelfl Boy, Deckle YtwaeH, 14 others 
ISBSc sre iftnaun one 

FORM CUBE 

This does rot look as competitive as the first dtvtswn and gwes WILD WEST WIND a 
good coanca D open his account wer hurdles. He is a troe-njnmng sort who shtxA) be 
suited by d«s g^fopmg couree - he won his bumper here last year by making all - and 
nas run two sound races over hurtles the season. General Jackie threw away e «nmng 
chance when aknoM faam& sl the final IBght rtth the eventud wmner, 71m. besun at 
Hunnngdon and was then out of his depth behind Cal Equtname and Crack On at 
Sandown. An the same, that was another prcmstng run and he te sure to be a lot 
! straidi®r on Bus occasion. He is a hatf-nrother to smart chaser team Ar Agtetft and has 
a ftiture. My OM CMna has wart and been a dose tftwJ m «s luo bumper runs at 
Worcester. Both have been on test poma. so n, can only be &*sswork hew he cop es 
with a softer on hs hurdbng debut, and Ptor Rom Rmay be a safer ahemattre. 
The Fftaidame gBWmg has soma experience of Jumpfofc having finished thW ort Ids only 
start in an insh point-UHioirtt and imprwed on h& stxtn (Trembto ftxrtu m a bu mper at 
Tawcestar ty MsMng third m the mud lo Mister Morose at Ungnew just before 
CMstmas. 

Selection: WILD WEST WIND. 

pran 1 WEATHERBYS LEASffiG DKBCTORY CONDmONALSjW^ 

l*- W l lCAP HURDLE (CUSS El £3^00 2m Penalty VSkw £ 2 fi 68 

1 31133 NORDIC WUEY P9) PIW (Pond House Rsdrg M Pgie 5 

2 323 €P3 LYING EYES (31) (A K KcirocW W G U Turner 5 11 4 J BJfo—rCT 

3 335141 WfiWHaL(27)OtbF«ome)Rl«»S9U3 

J S00313 HDJOE (27] (D| fS Hol G VMfey C 11 ? 

5 22290ft lAMINSIKOQD JUNIOR (27] (Oenam TieSwnJ J ® 8 '5 m2S 

6 W 11-24 fiSffliTSKWN3®(I!5(BR(NGAh»6l»H3ltl6 *£££. 

7 0M23 LHWYlH(CAY(BOJ(BFl(REH5»SledtABJ^|*|5lOfi *»»■ 

0 13410&. AUCFS MBROR P32) (DJ (A U Mnntydl » “6; T wJri.a! 

9 4fflPJ02 MUgWa-PlJ (Uwyfem, 

if ss& 

£ SSS S MSWSSSto^^RS 

16 13«» BUNWrtR*aMD(«(toDJI^AteHKn^9«ia 

17 OWTOO. MQBaPIMKpBBI (CRgnrf [CR BbwMU jggTrsr, '"TZZ 

lfl ■ 40DQI30 DRAMATIC EVEWfffl^ (P| f ffcT 13 10 OvlctMb 

13 MVW5 HBBWOOD NKlWECg] P 6 ^ 

„ . ^Z.&«MBvaai9a7i).Msd)BBftA98fmttafi*<- 


FORM GUIDE 

Nordic Valley comes web mo tho reckoning, yer win find it difficult to row GREEN'S 
FAR. Fast time col tins season Greun’s Foe ran Honasha to four lengths at Bangor end 
had me sta^ng-on Ho- Joe two icngins back m thud. He meets Ho- Joe 3lb better and 
finrrptjoea Chris’s Gk»n is only a pound better (a Ten days later. Green's Far was fouitn 
In a uchl finish to ProjccTs Mate at Ludkiw, two lengths adrift of rurmet-uo 
DonWrnwfonflnno* and a head in front of Quinta RoyeAe. He Odnt jump at all well 
mat day on the Lta Eyound and, not onty wtu fe be better off with this easier surface 
(there was plenty of cut when he won a Taunton last season) he also meets the second 
Bid better, Donwiecsfonarmer nas gnee won, beating K8fiht hi A MSUen as Foftesfone. 
nWe Ho-Joe went on to win a setter from Law Lender and DonMressfonfinner 31 
Hereford before finishing thud to Corrin HBI there next time. To futhcr compbcate 
matters. Comn Hill was then only fourth, five lengths off thirtl-piaoed Lucayan Cay. m the 
race won by Ssosner at Windsor. Selection: GREEN'S FAIR. 

JOW BULL CHASE (CLASS B) £10,500 added 2m 5f Penal- 
L£=2lJty Value £7J03S 

1 11U21-1 DUBUN FUER 161) (CD)UB Sumner) T Frww 10 U ID BPMaii 

2 R21PF-P LUSTY LIGHT (33) (CD) ® H H Mrs J Pscnan ID 11 ID WMantoe 

3 2FO-113 1RAVADO (40) (Mrs p Shawoodi N Hendeiscn 1011 ID MAFtogMWd 

4 5F2U-4 WMBHMSSW (40) WDteffl Foods Umen D Matrism 9 11 10 RDureeadr 

- 4 declared - 

BEUBttt mh DobBa dyer, 5-2 VUag Ra^Wp, 3-lTnmdo, 8-1 lusty UtfA 

lBBSUisfy U0T911 ID W Uarston 5-1 {Mrs J Puroil 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Lusty Ugtrt had already had five wins and a ffod second to Martha's Son before befog 
left dear when the rallying DUBLIN FLYER blundered and utseated Ins nder In this race 
12 months ago. The uro have gone their separate ways since then - Lusty Lrjjc has 
completed the course m three runs - whereas OuMn flyer's three outm^ haw been a 
second at the Cheltenham Festival, an impress** win at Afotree and a defeat of Egypt 
MU Prince (ret 1310) In the Machesin Gold Cup at Cheltenham m November. Bang short 
of a gaflop meant he had to mse the King George, but Sand own's loss Is Wfocanton's 
gain and ths Dotd-fumolng front-runner Is gpmg to be hard to peg back on this gadopfog 
course. MUag F&jpMp matches Dublfn Flyet for courage and the nto-mfe champion 
chaser of the past two seasons surely cannot perform as dsmafiy as ho dd when a long 
way behind Sound Man. Storm Alert and Tkamdo at Sandown m December on he 
reappearance. Today's iterance shot*! not be a problem. 

Selection: DUBUN FLYER. 

I * > AAl BLACKMOftE VALE NOVICE CLAIMING HURDLE (CLASS F) 
£3,000 added 2m Penalty Value £3^fiIS 

1 HKME5T ROOTS (FR) (Kn^it Hawks Pannarshp) M Plpa512 0 DBrldew** 

2 PO RAMOW ROAD (38) (405200 (batglURpaS 120 Itmm 

3 22F1-52 BOBWS PRBE (37) (W A Lorg) C PopfBm 6 11 12 ,T ttescomba (5) 

4 D BMAGRBES{37}fMjHoUer)J5Mooie5119 » Meftriaod 

5 5-24511 SnCFOUAUH (38) IP) { FWBuMhlKBaiqrfillB .T J fitaptiy (3) 

6 60 SOUIHBW RME (}12) (5 M McCaudandl R Brier 5 11 8 MrlDawdch 

7 FLAIR LADY (Ms MSTeverfoarnlVYGM Tuner 5 11 7 Altwnitan 

B 65IMI WffS ROSE (4^ (Mis U McCourt} Mo M McCourt 6 11 7 B COKsd 

9 F5 LAW LACEY (42) ^Vs H L (terai) G Bating 9 11 5 JBfte«M(S 

10 00- noDANCSt(2B7HIfieSmnF3flnariip)HC*B7US — P«p M^te* (7) 


11 IMIS QUEST IMS Saunters) MSamtas 6 11 5 MARtr»>ald 

12 QUffiYQFSMAfflMNtGo'dor WO^I ACamV8114 : ADaris 

13 0 OANIELafiH{S0)UPliaeslPEeclsii5113 Chris Webb (5) 

14 ROI DU MOHD DR)1F J Hcbbri PFtette 4 11 2—....—....^ — — XTwweyP) 

15 OTP JUNGLE leGHWAY (28) IP W HafO P (fcfft 7 11 1 „J A McCarthy 

15 QaBBJB."S 1ADT (Gatnets Fam FavussKp) H Ftowsei 5 ID 13 — — A toy 

17 00 DISSOLVE («}(WeSEmScAwre Ofll MUmpenf 4 la 11 4* L Bator (7) 

IS ORRWNCES ltowdBBeflson)CEl8ey4107 KHdWifc 

-18dedwed- 

BETIMG: M Stac-Poarerfit. 3-1 MtfMit Rnote, B-l Robots Pride. ID-1 Rol Du NoRL 12-1 Rrinbow 
Hud, tody Ucoy, lfl-1 othors 
1995: NobK Crown 4 jd u R Oorwoody 12 iM Rpei 13 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

ft has been just W® the old days tor Matin Pipe smee the start d the >ear with iwnrw 
after winner and French import HIGHEST ROOTS could be another. He showed more 
than reasonable form on the Flat in France and is not befog too tried or bis first 
ran here. Stao-Pofaidh has found her level and totowed up her win m a Unowter 
ctaimer with another narrow success at ludiow. She races ire* up with me pace and wVi 
expert any flaws m Httfrest Roots's hurraing, n was a weak Cadmel maiden hunSe 
Robins Pride wen late last season. He is only a plater but should be tithe money here. 
Selection: HIGHEST ROOTS. 

| - Q 4 A 1 1111 n UUMB CHALLENGE CUP HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
D) £8JDQ0 atWed 3m If lKtyds Penalty VRIue £4*380 

1 PP4301 BISHOPS KW»(29) fort Vesoyl Mbs H Ye^t ID 120 GFRy»(5) 

2 1514=52 URHAIUGAN (26) (tafl (Ms Road Starieyl C Brooks ID 11 11 ,_D&rinflrw 

3 14-321F DUNAUDW LODGE (29) (Harvey SpabO C R Band 9 11 10 DBrifeMriar 

4 026152 IUS OF PEACE (SI] (CD) IP fortBRtoU G Btefog 9 11 9- B amort 

5 1FP-405 GhHJB A BUCK(2B) P3 (M OLCOHeAoI D Hsaontl 13 119 PHoRry 

6 61224-1 ACTOFPABIAMBir (B4) Urtmat) KB** 8 115 RDwroody 

1 m3P-2 BOU. VTCEVI. (26) tlortiBcfeo*f)OShewood 10115 I Odums 

8 2212 -PS JAURENCT(34)(MrsGEWttia4BRMmffi9ll4 IIAFte#nfo 

9 1-^442 SUNLEY BAY Cfl) (CD) (Mre Manofoe G Barber) P Nctafo 10 11 4 A P McCoy 

10 22235 NtfflMAH OONQUBXffi 06) (Queen EkabaN T Thrjmscr Jones U. 11 4 GHcCout 

U J5-1222 Sttfl* WLU(9B<8RfttaAIFU)BSB»JMsJWman 7 1013 Wltodwi 

12 12211-2 RECTORY 6ARDOI (76) (Lord CaCo®»in Fcrsffir 7 10 9 Atontao 

13 4E5P&-2 9UBW0 (41) (S N Buried) 5 Eede 10 10 3 C Maude 

14 43WW) FRBS MELODY (29) (F Tudef) F Tucte 11 10 0 ■ GU I to0 ' 

- 1* declared - 

Mnfotum wdtfic JOB. True Aancfafo wagH: Freds Mata* &t BA. 

BerntGL W Act Of RvaaMd, W. Mr RamCM, 102 Glpa Vria, MMopa Wmd. 9-1 Beriey 
Bav. 10-1 BrtWae>4L DM. Reetaey Oetrin, 12-1 lb* Of Peace, Ddrtfcw Kxfoe, M4 <*«■ 
Tone- ur Remain B 102 G Bractey 3-1 K Brooks) 15 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

The couree bre«J out the bed in SUNLEY BAY and Ms second to Nazzaro in a Bangor : 
marathon test time shows ne la coming to hand. That was a tot better than tvs earlier nm l 
at Exetsr, where he was fourth tefnnd Harwell Lad and Sfomrino, who worid prefer or 
even easier surfrace. Mr Ftarracan gave a smooth performance when wmrtng the race I 
last. year. Jumping wel in the lead from the sodh and comtn&homa ogfa lengths dear of 
the stayfogron Sunfey Say. Two more wins came Ws way after ihar and fvs second to an i 
in-fbnn rtSt Panre at Hwdoch test month was ancoura^ng. but he has been known to 1 
nvai«> when it comes to a stn«0e end ih* rntght Just hapeen as he meets Sunk* Bay : 
on ISffi worse terms ttvs dme. Grip* Vatu von with the proverbral stone in harw wfoen 
doing rust enoutfi to beat Dohariow Lod£e a length at ffompron m November. That | 
amount, howwer, is how much DuhaHow Lodge is better fo and, mrouffr the ycw&r 
GQpa Vatu tve scope, thirty are gesnng harder as he creeps up the hanctcap. Seemmffir | 
better harcteapped is J — w wah re- Rod MHtman's gelding signed off early test season 1 
with a three-lengm second to Duhatow Lodge at Towoesrer in February and now has an 
13Jb puU. Btehopa Mann, well beaten in twra behind Knock Rank and Tug Of Peace at 
Ban&r m October, left then and other form way behind by bearing Staroch RwaJ and 
Romany Creek at Eaaer test ome. He would have a chance If reprotiuefog that effort. 
Selection: SUNLEY BAY. 

I reT n l CORSCQMBE NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£4,000 added 2in 6f Penalty Value £3fl63 

1 25-4361 DARM KM (44) (D) (flee* SWfcs) M Brinn 6 11 10 — U**B 

2 000660 WR0tHlGAi£ (50) fftobenfiEbabedittenrs) l*a J Ptman 0 U 7 Wttasfon 

3 3/06231 AHMAIHJR (FR] (828) (Uspr H R M Ifoteri J McConTOCtre 8 11 4 RBatav 

A 060006- «R8Ba»Ma<2«)/WCSfiteffln?SSh^ »0rittDB 

5 500 ANDRES AFFAB (42) IDwri Mriurt D ftendi DteH 5 110 lUnmncc 

6 «WW RDSMTOrDanwtPiearireEnaneemgUflSSWriffBlOU^-^ 

7 00-2203 K00*S PROMISE (22) (G Aiteren Urhfed) C Pophsm 5 H) 12 .TDMPflrt«(S) 

S 2-2U023 SUPBl SHARP QG} |G2) (M K Rsviyi H dwr 8 10 ID hopiflfcer 

9 PP30-3 CAPtA«CQE(30) Weort»rfTheSouihffcCfogC2))ROrtBGlfl3 DMOnfii 

ID 0320-24 MRIlAYFIIU.(10)(PAT)lor)RFwa61O9 IRwt 

11 OOG9PP ORCHE5THAL0Ea®S(iffl(TOCa^&i)GH»n510S S&«7tteSb 


DBrHgwater 

B OKtort 

P Holey 

R P— q a ri y 

lOEbama 

llARbffnid 

A P McCoy 


2 OQW-80 WRBCSlGAiE (SO) gtobenfiOzabedittenrs) l*a JPtman SU 

3 3/0623/ AHMAIHJR (FR] (828) (Uapr H R M PrtU J MoCorroctre 8 11 r 

4 063006- CmDMMCStmi^ORFmiOSSWttM 

5 500 ANDRES AffllB M2) IDaiOMIbuml D Aench DfoH 5 110 

B «0«6 RDSEB P9 ID® 1 ®* Psctrirfo Engneeiffg LBl) R Sficngp B 10 1 
7 00-2203 IWSPRO»BSEt22) (0 A’Ateren bTriSd) C Pophsm 5 H) 12— 
S 2-2U023 SWH? SHARP (NZ) |G2) (M K f^nnyi H tteer 8 10 10 — ~~T~ 

9 PP30-3 CAFtAK C0E(30) [HartrVThe SouCi ffecnfiO) ROrtB 6 109 

ID 0320-24 MRPlAYRIU.(10)lPATjlonRFwa61O9 

11 0OO9PP 0HCHE5TBAL 0E9ISS tK9 (F OCW^&DS Want 5103^—, 


12 0-53P44 ABOnREW!* (20) [S P Lafidowl Raefo© M H«<avafc61b7 Qt ffafrr 

13 re onw HUE D6BBNG f7) (Ate X Sttcttari N TBEtontoes 6 10 T |6 e*I -Climteflyc 

14 55/oqpo GaqiBAAWSPQq UteJCdfenn Pmphy6 106 „ ..... — EMaj*y 

15 15TO EASIHINRIVBinTO (GamSonB(M*lTFWRflfll05 APAWcy 

16 HWPO AN BUCIWLLliAIH (10) (MrstSroinfl lirtenl GHOT 7 10 0 

17 3GSP 0WDrai^TO(MoS#JBY«|Pfoni5lD100--.^ 

IB ttWFOP WgmCa«TOnhgtfofclnt hBllM Gai iflCRBan»M8100 SCSSetd 

Tnx tetfcflp va^StK An ft/Ystf Um*i 82 22K, Ot) Deer ftrf 3sr as, Ftorper- 

cent 9s 34). 

aE77?Ntt4.2K«i , iftMJ^WIterfog»t2.>te&rirfoi^6-lllW(TT®YartLMCaptetaQM > 

10-1 Rostov, 12-1 often m _ „ 

1995: Offi N Badqr 6 ID 5 S Burat0i 2&-1 IP RWtefo) IS fan 


2. Jodtofatf fltekt 5-2 ftv; 3. Briar'* Defigbt 
10-L B ran. 3. 11. (Mrs S BradtMne, Cu- 
par). Tfltt: £430: £2.60. Ujaa DP: £aao. 
CSF: £10.75. 

ZASs L COtONH. W CHIEF (P Cnrheny] 

8-U. tefo. a. Highland Way 14-1: 3. Sndtic 
Swd33-Liar»L3Vj, 10. (F Murphy. Mb- 
dteham). Tote: £!_&>. £130. £2.70, £&90. 
OF: £S-80. CSF: £12D6. Trio: £204,00. 
3J& L EMERALD STORM (G CafriO 6- 

X 2. Stop The Wafcr 13-2; 3. MnRi 12- 
L 12 ran. b -2 tav Roam Run (fiftj. 5. 20. 
(PMofflBfth. RasevreiO. tom: £6.40; £1J0, 
£3.0a £3l2CL DF: £29,60, CSF: £42.05. Tfl- 
ease £417.51. Tno: £6750. 


3.45: 1. COQLH LANE (D ParterJ 10-lS 2- 
Staadbst EOfia 7-2; 3. Scarta 2-1 few. 7 
ran. I t 20. fttrJ Dun, HaxXl. Tates £12.60; 
£iS 0. £2-70. DF: £2340. CSfi £43 JL 
Ptacapot: ££26.00. Qoadpc*: £47.60 
Ptaoc & £105.09. Ptaeaft £6050. 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

140TJ. WPlEBRyjPfttoerls) 11-4 *»; 
2, U*e Project S-t 3. SaraM B-l. lfl ran. 
4, 1«j. (A Baley, Twport^). Tata: £3.70; 
UflQ, £3fla £Z40. Dual ftneast £2S.7a 
Computer Forecast £25.08. Tno: 

£53.10. 


“It's a sort of finishing 
school," the Jockey Club's 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Dublin Flyer 
(W incanton 2JJJ) 

NB: Spanish Light 
(Wetherby 230) 

David Pipe, said. “It is aimed at 
jockeys who bxK reached a for- 

WETHERBY 


HYPERION 

12-50 HIGH8EATH (nap) U20 Current Mony 
1-50 Lo Stre^one Z20 Frlcfclery 2L50 Call It A 
Day 320 Maston Boston (nb) 330 Old Money 

GOING; Good w Sc!l. 

■ Left-hand rn.nl ctrcuil. Ruiwn of Lifoyib sllRhily nphHL 

■ Course la NE of town on BI21M nr June of A5S and Al. AD- 
MISSION: ClubS 11 lunder-lfr- Creel, TancreallsiT; Comae S2 
(OAPsSI I Icaiv, ineludlimupto 4 adults SO l. CAR PAHS: Free. 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS Norte. 
LONG-DISTANCE RENNERS: SatobkZk (ISO) & Over The Pole 
i34.fi) haw been sera 356 mlka b^-J Gtfluwl from Flndon. WSumwl 

I' I O gfl EBP NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) (DIV 
1 o £4,000 added 2m 4 1 110yds 

1 3-211U SriAPlY MSWIG (2B) (Q (D) U H EaEJEfiw 5 11 10 JLYfilw 

3 BRDLE PAIN MHCaatOtyS 110 RGmrftty 

3 6-50 CAREY8VU£(41)iEdMfos511O..- M -^JRKMaa0i 

4 0 canc GIANT {26) L isrep dUO TRMd 

I 5 0004 CRAZY WEAIISl (21) fen P Sly 6 11 0 Rltatey 

5 6 HYMS GWMB? (64) D Ifidttwi 5 U 0 kUafika 

7 00- HAHRtS SPBUAL (238) M Hamnono 0 11 0 Jfir I Dadei (7) 

IS 50304 MGWEAIH (Q Mb M R evrity 5 U 0 PMwn 

9 PF230O- JUST BRUCE (264) Ate E Heah T U 0 J 3*15*1 (3) 

10 5044 ICAD COURT (43) N Chance 6 11 0- R Johnson 

U 2 RADBALRBQMTONMBttM71ia JCrib0na 

12 05200 EMUIMKWCTO PBBUnnt5109 RSapfle 

13 SO-24 GALLANTS DQJEHT (B2) M Bamffl 6 10 9 P Waggon 

14 *6440U PASIATOSGom® 5109 AObdlrii 

- 14 rJedarad- 

BEDMfo M Ste*(yDHtt« S-lfVfi«Bww. 7-1 HMhbtMli. SlCMBc 
GtanL ud-1 Careyofnle. 12-1 Mead Cwet, Rwfical fMotm, 14-1 othon 

rTonl EBF NOVICE HURDl£ (CLASS D) (DIV B) 
£4j000 added 2m 4f 130yds 

1 (VP-212 UNSBOROUGHTO<D|QIMadl6115 PCadfeny 

2 0 BHEYSBRDGE<4Q)Mn3Bonal5U0 JBerti 

3 5563- mVEHHOUSE (284) J fe£ara*J 7 11 D U D»yw 

4 0 CORSlDNJ0KBlTOLLung)611O— ....TRcfld 

5 400 CURRBfT MONY (S3) M Ftermnd 5 11 0 _lfrC Borate (S) 

6 00 BJRO HMC (Q M H Easioby 6 110 — JL Wyw 

7 44SO I4AC8E0W0E (3E) R Loe 6 11 0 ..PMcUmriftt 

8 OH6 HfnEMIMD (2U KaMer 7 110 GBnwtoy 

9 0 OUT BY MBIT TO G M Man 5 110. — JNBeattoy 

10 3500 FU»AUE(E) MW Easterly 5 110 RGanitty 

11 63 TRUE SCOT (4$ P Qeetra^i 6 11 0 _ — _Jt Snppte 

12 3001-6 1MLMAN (11^ M Htenrnond 6 11 0 RBVB(7) 

13 EA«IK»JtJpson5109 JScfffefJ) 

14 IDO IBSS OPIBAST (42) D Nctwlson 0109 — AM«R*n 

-lAifodmd- 

BEnM& 7-4 LaKfeamigli, 4-1 Mtes OpfintsL 5-1 Chwnhanse, 11-2 MA- 
ttmwld, 7-1 Rto cg Bctge. 12-1 Cawnt Many. M-lrAan 

[ i'enl MONKTON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) 
I x *° v l £7,000 added 3m 110yds 

1 1244P2 COGBU(33)(GDM(aoKfl2Uia IfrCBamrP) 

2 163U54- KATABATIC pfci; tQ JQflcn) 13114 SHcNsB 

3 320P-PO AWtiMW (61] (D) Me SBorrrf Bill lOorte 

4 112-211 SCOTTON BAMO (33) (CD) M H Efisertly 7 11 0 LWjer 

5 1/milF 7XRMN TYRANT {327} (CD) G AefBRk 10 11 0 — ADrfobb 

6 21243-1 lfl STREGONE W (CD) Ttaffl 1D1013 I* S Safari 

T UPUV5 CARBtSDAlE (34) (D) Mrs M taefey ID 10 10 RMran 

8 2411P-2 CORfOl BOT (28) (D)D(«lK*»i 9100 AMa0*c 

-8 dedarwd - 

MWnunMtfk.- JCtt Twe/ankapimlg*: Comer Bty Bat 5h 
BEITMG: 114 Setdton Ma. 3-1 Lb Sfanewa, 90 Cn^M, SI Krite- 
batie. 6-1 Tartan Tyrant. 7-lCnmnrBoy, 10-1 CariMnfa. 12-1 Antorin 


LINGFIELD 

HYPERION 

3LOO Distant Dynasty 130 Deeply Vale ZOO Wet 
Patch 230 Love Bird 300 Rowlandsons Stud 
330EHking 

GOING: Standard. STALLS: Insfoc. except Or (outside J. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low Tor Bf. 

■ Left-hand, sharp worse (Equltrack surface). 

■ Couree is SB of town on B2CC9. LfoRfleW station (served by 
London Victoria I arOoirw course. AOMl^llON: AD uvdosurcs 19. 
CAR PARS: Cfinb 13; remainder tree. 


mativc point in their career and 
will start with tuition on prac- 
tical riding, which goes on to 
schooling for conditionals, tak- 
en by Declan Murphy and Yogi 
Breisner. There will also be 
training on a mechanical horse, 
and fitness training with the 
chief medical officer. 

“Richard Pitman will hold 
classes on dealing with the 
press and public, while Declan 


Murphy and Paul Barton will 
cover race-riding. 

“Andrew Barr and the Rac- 
ing Post Spotlight team will 
deal with studying form and 
jockeys' ag ents w ill he covered, 
along with JETS, the Jockeys’ 
Employment Training Scheme 
run by the Mellor family. An ac- 
countant will deal with what to 
do with winnings and presents 
in respect of tax." 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Ultra. B« (1.00). JnKmteni* 
(1 JO), DodrUngton Flyer (3.30, vfewr). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS; Rival Bid (2.00) & 
ErlkJag (300) won here on Thuntoajr. 

LONG-DISTANCE KUNNEBS: Love Bird (200) * 

Shontalae (3.00) have been sent 270 miles by M Johnston 
From MWkOeham, North Yoricahtee: Ultra Bets (1.00). Castle 
Governor (3 00) £ Red Spectacle (3.301 sent 270 miles by P 
Heston from MkhDehsm. North Yorkshire. 

PTnnlGUY MANNERING CLAIMING STAKES 
L-LAAJJ {CLA SS E) £4,500 added 5f 

II ifiOQDS UURA BBT (2) (CO) P Hasten 4 9 5 IFMuna3 

\2 601052- MHEBBtrUASKTO (CQ w Mur79D I«ewar8 

3 00002-0 DSWirPYNASIY (7) W> BF) B ftfaie 6 8 1 1..S Sa ndi a* 5 

4 55AJEC-5 ASTON WNOR (G) R Ffenmn 4 B 7 WNe«nes7 

5 tasoffi- U7BW(*Z)(Cn)AAk»B783 — CaafrMorrisS 

6 20600-0 70IHY TEMPEST (Q (OR R^aonck 7 B3 -PUcCHm (3)1 
I 7 13000-0 TYRMNPURFI£(9(C}(nTiNaug)1iin88 3.TA«By(l)2 

8 014006 SUFHMD PHD) A Ifanrans IW 4 7 12 IQMra4 

-Sdsctarad- 

BETntiB: 74 Intorsnt Megky 7-2 Aston Maesr, SA Dfatari Dmaafy. 6- 
1 (Bra Beet, Sapaifan, B-l UR Boy, 12-1 otters 

nro/Tl REDGAUNTIJET SELLING STAKES (CLASS 
L”!l! Q) £3^50 added 7f 

1 106061- NORDIC COLOURS (40) (D) C Donl 5 8 13 . ^JtooUrncrfi 

2 032230- DEEHY VALE (24} M G L htane 5 8 12 ACtekE 

3 05- ORAfiON BBS) (62) J Wtee 5 6 12 SDramPIl 

4 606600- JUSINANUS (73) W A ftonax (Bti) 4 8 12 — I Vlfomw 4 

5 502654- PBtHOUS FUSHT (47) (CDj W Um 5 S 12 f Weaver 3 

6 501040- BESFB0Mt£JOiBTO(BnRHtflKheailO812 

7 5OW50- SB® WHBSQ m MS GK^5812J Cnctons 3D 

8 600655- THORNY BISHOP (331) (C) J Bndgp 5 9 12 — BtentMl2 

9 QOOQD- THUNDBUUSTO 

10 614030- UfiXM DAYTONA (43) (CfC James 4 87 ^AMcOOteB 

-lOdEMtanri- 

EcmMfc M Pertous plgbt, 7-2 Deeply Vis, 4-1 Dash hi Dayton. Star 
Tflfaft, &-1 IWgOB &8*k 10J Tboroy flfabop. 16-3 OtiWl 

1AU8HAN HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3£00 

jyjdQj Jju 2f 

1 41501-0 VIET PATCH (5) (CD) ft Harm 4 10 0 ...JfateOeamj (7) 1 

2 200004- QUEENS S1NMLER(<SlTWri!5BU _—PHcCaM (3)2 


~n~Ofn COWTHORPE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 

C) £5,250 added 2m 

1 1110-34 Sy^MH3W»tTTE(75! (DJpnMfi.U Rsve*y812 0 — 

0 Caitii (7) 

2 23110-0 finoei ieio (4« ®)MH Eastern 5 120 LWJte 

3 2nS-30 MTIANC20) (D) DP*cnab611U S Mason 

4 32-0000 WWIEMUfly»TO{W|M®M«te«*Y^U14 — I’*®" 

5 K44K6 RBCXLEY (26) lfl) F Mixpfty 10 11 7 PCteteny 

6 05-S5J SRAMIfflSfflfY (33)8*1 MsSSntOi 

Jtkhanlfiiast 

7 2-22220 NBY Btl TO (D) S Gofings 5 11 1 Alb0rim 

& 5220 FD WGH GRADE (266) RBf) Mas S Wien 8 11 0_Jl JotasM 0) 

9 01-6213 BFLAA (37) (D) (K) N Henoeiart 5 11 0 — JRK n wa n g h 

10 1 DUOS TESrUAICH{SSimWC*v91lO BuyL aafa(9 

u nftVo BANK VEtf (31) m N TfoHer 1 U 10 12 E Husband (3) 

12 521F4-P HAT TOP (26) M WEisffirty5 10 5 HGarttty 

13 545236 1VW BUIE TO G Mna 5 10 5 ICrita^n 

14 6113F0 SHARKASHKA (33) M H EastefDy 6 10 3 .——A DnUda 

15 132KV4- BAIUW (3811(0) U Oods 6 10 1 B9fony 

BETIWtt 7-2 Bftoai 5-lEe*Jan Hrta 11-2 SeewMpwnetta, 7-1 Noy- 
M, 8-1 Nm kaw 1D-1 Friddey. Shateteta, 12-1 ottes 

lo enl TOWTON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS A) 
(Grade 29 £20fi00 added 3m UQyds 

1 1300-61 SBBRELBORUT1I TOMteSNDGh711 13 — GBtoSqr 

2 11)1221 SPAMSH UGHT pfi) [B) G tenants 7 11 9 ADnObfa 

3 1135-12 CAULITADlAy TOONd«foon6115. AM>0riR 

4 &I231 CHURCHUN(27) MsLTajforBUS BSiWpfa 

5 F-lll WMUUHMN (48) (P) N dance 8 II 5 JliBfnm 

6 D2 OWatTHE COaRB (81) J Cw0s6 115 M Dwyer 

7 3F3F11 PratBMNGAlEp®(PfAteSSmaf) 7 11 5._J6ctaHf Banff 

8 0Q6A U8U VAL (42) (D) W Befoal 10 11 5 ASSndlh 

-SdadaMl- 

BEmtG: 114 CaB II A Day a Saur S Bofnita, 3-1 Sptolrii Light, 9-2 
Mr Hadrian, 7-1 UN ML 10-1 Chun* Low, 20-1 often 

I OOAl WIKE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
L^z__J £5^500 added 2m 4f UOyds 

1 22-4211 IUSBI BOSTON TO (CQ RWbonttfle 8120 — LWyw 

2 241P-4F NEWIAIDMEieiALTOnJFA£aiEkll0111ZJID«ycr 

3 1F-5434 STRONG DGB. |6) (0) [BF) W Reed 8 11 6 TRaad 

4 W22FJ OVER BE FYX£ 150) (BF) J Grftrtf 9 U 3 DeebttU 

5 442615 SARJORJBITOM FOBtoi91012 Att«*« 

6 54-11F1 EASBrj0KBt(2Z)WSteflwd81011 -_^— PWvbb 

7 U31F3T ASONGS {60mD) J FmGaraM B 10 6 WDwn 

-7 deetoad- 

BETTW6: 2-1 Master Bocton. 94 &sby Joto. 100-30 Wwwtenm ( fe n 
ml, B-l Strong DeeL 9-1 SaAor Jta. 14-1 Asflnes 

[o'enl HEALAUGH CONDITIONALS HANDICAP 
L™ilJ HURDLE (CLASS F) £4,000 2m 4f 110yds 

1 2035-04 UY SWAN SONS (31) JSftriiU 120 ISaffla 

2 056T5F2 NOIBGMIYCZI) Ms PSIy 7 11? PMdatfrin 

3 2422-P3 TOPOnENQRIHRACMG(60)TOffObrina<6114 

- - - - - BGnttte (3) 

4 3P00-43 ALASHAti (Ot (28) SPaKEf 5 113 JHaring 

5 5LUCF0- DBM« BHBIGE p44) fito S WrooTi 6 11 3 _Jl Johnson 

6 422P-60 TRESHDBI (70) M W Easterby 14 11 2 Glee 

7 F4P324- CHARIBVORHAHDMARE(23<9WQBrl0111--GnyLeiria 

8 sm 00 Ofl MOAEY (10) C Snad 10 U 0 ALaraocfr 

9 604640 MHWYWLLGDU3 (40) J Curos 510 JQ-_.DJto»anngi (3) 

10 4D2510 0W6C QUE5T[7)fCD6F)TEtfieii)3cnB108JtRnrte(7) 

U 34P-360 PATROCLUS (23) (P) i Marioe 11 ID B EHaabaad 

12 U&-544 TARGET LK (3&) (D) MsS SnWi 6 ID 5 _Jt WBtoaa (3) 

13 544F/64 &V3W PARK (27) WBathef 7104 .GCnfal(3) 

14 P40P-2R MNAY (110) M Barnes 6 100 0 Psrier 

-Mdadared- 

BEnWB: 7-2 NdtefiUt. 4-1 TapoftanartlnEtag, 6-1 Atasto H*, 7-1 
Otete QmiL 8-1 Hrirottes, Tergvt Una, U-l OH Manny, 1WL nOwa 


3 141541 RNM.BM>(7)TOMnNMacalByeSU(5to..TAm«(7)3 

4 052016 lA®UM>m(CO)JToSer4 99 IWaevarB 

5 0032D0 ILAMtfM (9) S Dow 4 9 G W Woods B 

6 30541/2- EXNJOSNEPOWRRTOnGBn»T595 ThesT 

7 306- yOtoMDSrWB£OAEm4)DSatoiLteh590.eCtetol« 

8 500200- Afi0ERTOCBteHi4 89 MUnaalD 

9 05500-3 10UAL (7) R kwam 4 8 8 W Naums 13 

lfl 108004 OOa£M (27) J F^aiBn 784 6Sandanl2 

11 220065- THEIES1RALTOMRyai483 GBanfueSS 

12 004113- REALAWri»TO0£nW*&713 _fi)Ads«n*U 

13 000204 SWVWORD FLYBl TO i A (tens 7 7 11— X Adanasni (Q 9 

14 OOOD SHOOOAH (M) P Haywanl 5 7 10 ItfcfaaA 

-MdBdmd- 

AMran ueWic 7S 10b. Tiua handcap we®ic SAcndafi 7a 41b. 

BETTING: 54 DM Bid, Etpfoshe Poaer, 6-1 W*t Patcb, Swyofort FJJer, 
W Ran) Madrid, Oodean, 1D-1 LaMlwd, «L1 aUws 

\0 ohl QUENTIN DURWARD MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5^50 added 3Y0 am 

1 ANAKW Wb G Ketocy 9 0 RCochnnaS 

2 BARANOV DMuftay 5mm 90 IF Egan 6 

3 063036 BLUE fUE&ejR Ilgam 90 WWoocfcU 

4 FREEDOM RUN fl Hare 90 DBattantelD 

5 OD GENKfiL HBW (28$ A Mrae 9 0 Ean^r Monts 9 

6 O00- LORD B1ANG0WAN (64) R Irfran 9 0 0BUS4 

T 45Q54 VOWE BritD (B2) M Joteisain 9 0 IWaantS 

8 JOBMOWTladHamglonOO SStednU 

B 03- WBL DRAWN TOHCarty 90 W Keanes 2 

10 2- C8EEMS0 (2S] S* Mart, Presow 8 9 C totter 3 

U 00D MYM0RBTSUX3ILCn) KQmngm6noM) 89 jG C arter 1 

12 0503- TAHYA(27)CEfcey89 CRntiar7 

- 12 dectoad- 

BErraft 3-1 Im BH, 7-2 Wail than, 4-1 Bhia Flyer, 5-1 Toramnt, 
6-1 Tkhya, 7-1 Creating, 12-1 Anak-Ku, 1BJ. otters 

oTSyl WWEW-EY HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5/150 

l"^lJ added 3VO 6f 

1 010200- SHONlAriE (89) (0) U jDtesaxi 9 7 I Weaver 1 

2 00006 MAPIE BURL (7) S Dew 8 11 .W Wood! 5 

3 5004 ROWLANDSONS STUD (24) G L Moore S 6 MFertaod 

4 23026-2 SBiS0FIXUAW(7)WMte84 ..JeffoftoraLapsS 

5 060-4 CA5T1E GOVBWOH (6) P Hfflam 7 10 MBrirt(E)2 

__ g dm j ijnj „ 

MWram «|ShC 7a 1C®. True harttcap we^M: Caste Gowmor i$t 4ft. 
BETTUCt 7-4 HjwianrfcoeB Stad, 9-4 B«0s Of Hofiaod, 3-1 Shontafoe, 4 

1 Cea&a Governor. SW tfe*fa Bto 

rqonl JVANHOE HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^00 
l~rJ added lm Sf 

t 600411- BB0U6HT0WS fOfttMA (23) {CD) VYMusson 6100^ --- 

2 150006 DVORAK (S» R Harre5 0^Z1 AMactcty7 

3 400302- DOOONGIDN FUHt (42) R HaiWieed 4 9 3 Jl CwhfWfi 2 

4 24011-3 Ra$reCWO£[9)(aF)PH3Sam4?0 HB»Wffi)4 

5 40402-6 (RON N GOD (B)m AMtne 48 9 S toerferal fl 

7 342301 MR)KWWt£SPHCCfLttna3riifll5i¥cto JF^fwS 

8 602060 UMAR RSK(1£9) Mas BSanfets 681 .N Aims 5 

9 00CE22O- WAHEM (24) C Brtbai 630. >0rimB 

ID 241306 PH'S DREAM (?) U Ryen 5 8 0 ORanhwIl 


BErnHfcMC 


Fbran4a.9-2&fcn&Wot- 
,20-1 otters 


L30: LCONCHELU (CNotBI U-2;2. 
Yaottran Olver 14-1; 3. Ootatosser 3-1. 11 
ran. 10-11 tor NOW of Caution (4tb). IV*. 
V<. (Srr Mark PrascttL Newnartret). Tote: 
£700: £L9a £2.60. £2.10. K\ £47.70. 
CSF: £7652. Trio: £10950 {pool of £97.52 
ID Wlncanton 1.40 today). 

2JOOr. 1_ SENSE OF PWORITY (Ata 
Gfwves] 11-2; 2. Str Tasker 7-2; 3. Brook- 
bead lfl# 9-L 13 tan. 3*2 fsvJierawScy 
(6th). lVi, 3, ID Nfcholb, TWtsh). Tote 
£14.10; £3.40, £L70. £3,40. Of: £2950. 
CSF: £2fi.9L Ttta £5830. 

2J30: L LEAP DANCBl (AQah) 1&8 tor. 
2. Shridyr 7-2; 3. BHtevri 12- L 10 na- lu>; 


1>/*, (P Mrtchdi. Newmaritet). Tote: £3.00; 
£330. £1.70, £3.10. DF: £430. CSF; 
£932. Tricast £57.74, Trio; £39-30- 
S4XE LBBWASD SEVEN (JWBQueri 14- 
1; 2. South Eastern Fred 8-1: 3. Klntwya 
20-L. lfl tan. 3-1 tor NigfiTs Lad. IV*. s u. 
(C Britain, Newmmtet). Tow £13.90; 
£2.90, £630, £J44?0. Dual Forecast 
£38.70. CSF: £12&08. TWcaSC £2,095.70. 
Trio: £387.40 IprxA ot £465.81 tr Wincsn- 
tonL40 today- 

330: L HAfC OF STRAW (S Dnwe) 1&- 
l; 2. Friaz 9-1; 3- BlHas Zanzibar 5-L lfl 
ran. 7-4 tor No Suurrtsson. 2*. T-h. (P Mut- 
pny. Bnsiol). Tote £39.30; £620, £2.30. 


£2.80. DF: £3930. CSF; £1512L Trer. 
a9640 (pot* of £193.65 a WSreanfon L40 
today). 

4D0: L SHADOW JURY (LOemockj 9- 
1; 2. Cheeky Ctnfipy 5-1 co fav; 3. Feoth- 
eratofio Lane 7-L lfl ran. 3-1 ar tors 
Chadwefl Hafi (4th) & Ga^juu rid. Hn. (0 
Chapman. York). Tide: £1540; £3.00, 
EL.40. £1.90. DF: £30 jXl CSF: £5433. Tn- 
tasn £317.56. Trio; £8930. 

Jackpot not won (pool of £3234841 lo Wn- 
canton today). 

Ptacopot £2.24170. Qoadpte £24130 
(pod Ot £267.48 to Wincanun today). 
Place 6: £1,039.42. Place a £435.76. 


sport 

Scotland 
clear-out 
fuels Irish 
optimism 

Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 


The Irish consider lhcy have an 
outstanding chance of improv- 
ing their dire recent record 
against the Soots and yesterday's 
selection of most of the Scotland 
A team who lost to Italy for the 
Five Nations opener at Lans- 
dowije Road on Saturday week 
will not have affected that mood. 

It is based on the deceni 
showing of the Irish provinces, 
noiably Leinster, in the inau- 
gural European Cup as well as 
the elevated level of competi- 
tion this has giveti the leading 
players. The Scots, on the oth- 
er hand, chose to stay out of Eu- 
rope this season and were lucky 
lo draw with Western Samoa be- 
fore their Italian misadventure. 

The glaring problem of last 
Saturday's 29-17 defeat in Rieii 
has been addressed by restoring 
Michael Dods on the wing, to 
kick the goals that Rowen Shep- 
herd has been missing rather 
than as a runner-in of tries. Oth- 
er changes bring the restoration 
of Doddie Weir at lock and lan 
Smith at open-side flanker with 
the captain. Rob WainwrighL re- 
verting to blind side. 

“The selectors wanted to 
give most piayers another 
chance," Jim Tfelfer, Scotland's 
team manager and director of 
rugby, said yesterday. This 
means no place for the Lions 
stand-off Craig Chalmers, 
whose recall had been antici- 
pated with Gregor Townsend re- 
turning to outside centre. 
Instead Townsend, Dods ' team- 
mate at Northampton, continues 
in his original position. 

More striking than the 
changes from the A game, 
which was a full Test in all but 
name, is the clear-out since 
the Samoans were at Murray- 
field in November. Including 
Dods, who played right wing in 
that gome though by preference 
a full-back like his 1984 Grand 
Slam brother. Peter, only eight 
of the team who turned out then 
will play in Dublin, where Scot- 
land lak lost in 1988. 

Dods' return to favour was 
prompted by Telfer’s atten- 
dance at the Bath-Nortbamptoo 
cup-tie before Christmas, ha se- 
lection coming at the expense 
of the talented but off-form Ken 
Logan, who is discarded along 
with Scott Murray. Stuart Reid 
could not be eonadered because 
of injury. 

Telfer justified the midfield 
reselection of Townsend, Ian 
Jar dine and Scott Hastings by 
pointing out that (he Italy 
match had been their first in 
each other’s company. “Hast- 
ings is the best defensive cen- 
tre we have," the manager said. 
“It was a new back division that 
faced Italy and the half-backs 
took time to settle down. 

“We wanted them to benefit 
from the practice they put in be- 
fore the Italy game and also 
their experience of playing to- 
gether. Logan has faded a but re- 
cently and this w31 give him a 
chance to sit back and think 
about things. He has to gel his 
appetite back for the game." 

SCOTLAND (v fretend, DuMn, 00 Jamary): 
ft Stephen!; C loynei (Mekosa). S Hastings 
iWESHJKansi. I Jardtoo fSUrfmg Corny), M 
Oodfe GTbMMMl (NormampWU, BRMpafh 
toWrose); D Htttaw fSethl. K Mcttara* iSw- 
kng Corny), P Wright iBorougJvriuiri, S 
Canfotittl (Dundee HSFP). D Wafa fMetroeel. 
ft Wdmurttfn (West Harfepool, capo, E Pe- 
ter# (Bath), t Smith (Gtoucesuf). Raptoco- 
ments: K Lofton (Suit ng County), C Chafanerc 
IMebosej. D mttosan (West Hankwol). P 
Borne! (London Scorns*), J Hay Ortemck), S 
Money (EcHnburgi Acarton tests). 


11 cities bid 
to stage 
2004 Games 

Olympic Games 


A record number of cities, 11, 
have submitted bids to host the 
2004 Olympics by yesterday’s 
deadline, the International 
Olympic Committee reported. 

The candidates are: Athens: 
Buenos Aires: Cape Town, 
South Africa: Istanbul; Lille, 
France; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; 
Rome; San Juan, Puerto Rico; 
Seville. Spain; Stockholm and 
St Petersburg, Russia. Three of 
them have previously hosted the 
Games- Athens (1896), Stock- 
holm (1912) and Rome (1960). 

The previous highest number 
of candidates for the Summer 
Olympics was seven for the 2001) 
Games. There were nine bidders 
for the 2002 Winter Games, se- 
cured by Salt Lake City. 

IOC officials will meet tech- 
nical representatives of the 11 
cities in Lausanne on 23 Jan to 
discuss the bidding process. 
The cities must submit official 
bid documents, including details 
of financing, infrastructure and 
sports venues, by 15 Aug. 

A special IOC electoral col- 
lege will reduce the field to four, 
or at most five, finalists in late 
March or early April 1997. The 
host city will be selected at the 
IOC session in September 1997. 
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DOWNFALL. OF A COACH: Allegations of malpractice at Spurs and in business have haunted England's leader, saysJgwdHeT — 


Sugar feud is a 
bitter burden 





for Venables 








imm 






Y esterdays decision by Ter- 
ry Venables lo q"!l his job 
as England coach appears 
to signal the final chapter in a 
troubled era of the English game. 

Venables has by and large 
drawn approving reviews for his 
work in rehabilitating the na- 
tional team after the debacle of 
the Graham Taylor reign, but 
throughout his period at the 
helm, acclaim for his foot- 
balling achievements has been 
overshadowed by allegations 
about his business methods. 

Venables' troubles began in 
early 1993 when he fell out with 
Alan Sugar, his chosen partner 
for a “dream team' which had 
earlier rescued Tottenham 
Hotspur from the clutches of 
the late Robert Maxwell, and 
the wrath of the Midland Bank, 
which was owed more than 
£10m and threatening bank- 
ruptcy. 

The Venables-Sugar part- 
nership appeared to be an an- 
swer to the financial problems 
of one of England's most fa- 
mous clubs. Venables, a minor 
businessman and proven foot- 
ball coach, had managed to 


persuade one of Britain's most 
successful and ruthless busi- 
nessman to back his financial 
takeover of Tottenham. 

Venables himself raised 
money for the rescue package 
and appeared to have the po- 
tential both to make himself a 
rich mao, and to make Tot- 
tenham supporters forever in 
his debt at the same time. 

But it was not to be. 

By May 1993 Venables' 
rapidly deteriorating relation- 
ship with Sugar ended dra- 
matically: in a classic 
boardroom coup that had been 
planned over a number ol 
weeks. Sugar, the money-man, 
forced his chief executive Ven- 
ables out of the club, with the 
help of fellow directors who 
had turned against him . 

Instead of going quietly and 
accepting a pay-off - which 
many other businessmen in 
this position may have done - 
Venables retaliated by taking 
the case to the High Court, 
thereby gaining temporary re- 
instatement Outside the court 
supporters rallied to his cause, 
bringing the atmosphere of 


Terry Venables fact file 


1943: Bom Dagenham. 6 January. 
1958: Becomes Chelsea apprentice. 
I960: Signed as a professional. 
Plays 202 League games and 
scores 26 goals for Chelsea. 
1963: Wins promotion to First Di- 
vision. 

1964: Gains his two fan Engand cans 

- agamst Belgium and the Nether- 
i lands. Also capped at schoolboy 

youth, amateur ana Under-23 level 

- only player ever to be capped at 
every England representative level. 
1966: Transferred to Tottenham far 
£30.000. Plays 115 League games 
and scores 19 goafs far Spurs. 
1969: Transferred to Queen's Park 
Rangers for £70,000. Plays 179 
games and scores 19 gpais for them. 
1974: Moves to Crystal Palace. Plays 
14 games for tnem. 

1976: Appointed manager of Crys- 
tal Palace in June. 

1977: Guides Palace to promotion 
from Third Division. 


1979: Takes Palace to Second Di- 
vision championship. 

1980: Resigns in October to take 
over at QPR. 

1982: QPR reach FA Cup final. 
1983: Guides QPR to Second Di- 1 
vision championship. Became ma- 
jor QPR shareholder and managing 
director. 

1984: Resigns in May to take over 
at Barcelona. 

1985: Steers Barcelona to first 
Spanish League tide in 11 years. 
1987: Sacked in September. Ap- 
pointed Tottenham manager in Oc- 
tober. 

1991: Spurs win FA Cup. Becomes 
chief executive after Alan Sugar wins 
takeover battle with Robert Maxwell. 
1992: Sells Raul Gascoigne to 
Lazio far £5.5m. 

1993: Contract as chief executive 
terminated by fellow directors. 
1994: Named England manager. 


White Hart Lane to the unfa- 
miliar surroundings of the 
Strand. 

Inside the court an incan- 
descent Alan Sugar made al- 
legations about Venables’ 
business practices and any- 
thing else he could throw at us 
opponent. After a three-day 
High Court hearing Venables 
was defeated and ordered to 
pay costs. 

The bust-up at Tottenham 
instantly caught the imagina- 
tion of the media, which was 
taking an increasing interest in 
some of the more controversial 
antics in the boardrooms of 
some of Britain’s top football 
dubs. 

Fooihail has always been 
the don ain for some rough and 
ready business practices. But in 
the pa st few years, as the game 
has grown rich through the rev- 
enues from gigantic television 
deals, there is far more mon- 
ey to play around with. 

In the autumn of 1993 Ven- 
ables’ public image was great- 
ly damaged by a BBC 
Panorama programme and a 
Channel Four documentary, 
which appeared within days of 
one another and both focused 
on the two feuding football fig- 
ures. 

Venables denied the serious 
and detailed allegations pro- 
grammes, and still has two 
writs outstanding against the 
BBC (an Italian restaurateur 
and friend of Venables named 
in the Panorama programme 
has already accepted a sub- 
stantial sum byway of damages 
against the corporation for this 
and a further programme 
screened in November of the 
following year). 

The Venables camp believes 
that the Sugar camp provided 
the impetus for some of the al- 
legations in those two pro- 
grammes and, whatever the 
truth in that claim, there have 
been a stream of damaging al- 
legations against Venables 
since then, which he has spent 
a great deal of time, effort and 
money attempting to refute. 
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Winter of discontent: Terry Venables' with David Platt and Peter Beardsley during England training at Bisham Abbey 




Photograph: David Ashdown 


Three months after the two 
programmes, and despite con- 
siderable unease in certain 
quarters, the Football Associ- 
ation named Venables as coach 
of the England team on Janu- 
ary 2S, 1994. 

Beginning with a victory 
over Denmark, England were 
widely seen as making foot- 
balling progress under Ven- 
ables, but almost immediately 
there were reverses on the 
business side. In May 1993 he 
lost a High Court battle with 
Sugar to have his main wholly 
owned business vehicle, Eden- 
note, wound up. 

In August the police began 
an inquiry into allegations that 
Venables paid the former Not- 


tingham Forest manager Brian 
Clough a £50.000 bribe to 
arrange the transfer of a play- 
er from Forest. In November 
a second Panorama pro- 
gramme made further allega- 
tions about his business 
dealings. The police investiga- 
tion into the bribe allegation 
was dropped ahead of the pro- 
gramme. 

Officially the FA backed 
Venables, but in the last 12 
months Venables become in- 
creasingly unsure of the sup- 
port of ail members of the 
members of the International 
Committee. 

Venables' problems ap- 
peared to grow in 1995, cli- 
maxing in a particularly 


damagin g December. First the 
Department of Trade and In- 
dustry wrote saying that it was 
to start proceedings to dis- 
qualify Venables as a director. 
(Venables' solicitor. Ian Bur- 
ton. claimed that the DTrs in- 
tention would not affect his 
client's preparation for the 
European Championships). 

Then, in a case which Ven- 
ables lost agamst a businessman 
who was suing Scribes West his 
west London club, the judge 
said that some of the England 
coach's evidence bad been 
“wanton" and "not entirely re- 
liable to put it aL its most char- 
itable". 

Friends of Venables were 
saying yesterday that the Eng- 


land coach had been offered a 
new contract - to take him up 
to the World Cup in 1998 - and 
that the contract would re- 
flect a higher remuneration 
package than he is currently on 
(above £200.000 a year, they 
say i. But they said that he was 
unhappy about signing a new 
deal without being sure that he 
could count on the support of 
the whole committee or at 
least count on the committee 
putting on a unified public 
face. 

“You would expeci members 
of the committee to be rebuked 
for being quoted puhtidv ques- 
tioning Tern/s judgement when 
the FA is said to be officially back- 
ing him." a friend said last night 


The same source denied 
that his decision to quit after 
Euro 96 was influenced by a 
desire to have mure time to 
continue his fight against Sug- 
ar and to continue trying to 
clear his name, “tie has 
enough friends and advisers to 
do that for him," one source 
said. 

The whole affair has been an 
extraordinary saga, with tahioid 


against Sugar. Maybe Venables 
is hoping that once he has quit 
the most high-profile job in 
English football, his past busi- 
ness affairs will command rather 
less attention. 


Questions of Sport 


Modahl wins interim clearance 


SSiSliSlll £40,000 to be won 
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Athletics 

BY MIKE R0WB0TT0M 
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Today we are giving you another sporting chance to win an 
instant cash prize of up to £1,000 in our Questions of 
Sport scratch card game. 

As well as the daily instant cash prizes, there is a weekly 
accumulator prize of £5,000 to be won. 

In Saturday’s paper, and the Independent on Sunday, 
there was a Questions Of Sport multi-choice scratch card 
which contains eight games, so you can play daily through 
to Friday 12 January. This Saturday we will give you 
another Questions of Sport scratch card. 


HOW TO PLAY 

Today we are playing the section of 
the card dated Thursday 11 January. 
Below are three sporting questions, 
each with three possible answers 
coded as A, B and C. Scratch off your 
answer to Question Nineteen, either 
A.B or C in the Q19 column then 
repeat for Q20 and Q21. 


THE QUESTIONS 
Q19 Which first-class county 
cricket team play their home 
matches at New Road? 

A: Lancashire 
B: Warwickshire 
C: Worcestershire 


IMPORTANT 

Scratch off ONE fetter only for each 
question. 

If you reveal three identical cash 
amounts on any one section on any 
one day, you win that amount 
After you have played the last game 
on your card, total the cash amounts 
you have revealed. If your total is 
£5,000 you win or share toe £5,000 
accumulator prize. 


Q20 Which British stadium has 
two famous Twin Towers? 

A: Twickenham 
B: Old Trafford 
C: Wembley 


Q21 On a standard darts board, 
what Is the highest possible 
score with three darts? 

A: 100 
B: 180 
C: 50 


HOW TO CLAIM 

If you have revealed three identical 
cash amounts of £10 or under, DO 
NOT PHONE. Take the claim coupon 
OR a piece of plain paper with your 
name and address on it PLUS the 
relevant section of the card to one of 
the newsagents listed below. 

For prizes over £ 10 , phone 01254 
683666 (Irish Republic 0044 1254 
683666) between 10.30am and 
4pm Monday to Saturday. 
Participating newsagents: WH Smith, 
John Menzies, Fdrbuqys, Martins/RS 
McColl.Diltons, Gibbs, Macs, 


SOME OF OUR WINNERS SO FAR: 

Martin Smith 

from Lichfield, Staffordshire - £250 

Thurstan Robinson 

from Hartley Wintney, Hants - £250 

/tone Wilson from 

Whitchurch, Shropshire - £100 

Susan Ralph 

from London - £50 

Scott Hartley 

from llkiey from West Ybrfcshine - £50 

John Gould 

from London - £50 

Keith Harris 

from London - £25 

Elaine Hoklen 

from Congeton, Cheshire - £25 


Diane Modahl has been told she 
can compete wherever she 
pleases while her successful 
domestic appeal against a dop- 
ing ban awaits final judgment by 
the International Amateur Ath- 
letic Federation. But any rising 
hopes the 29-year-old Sale Har- 
rier might have of competing for 
Britain in this summer's 
Olympics must be tempered by 
the mixed signals she is receiv- 
ing from the world governing 
body. 

An IAAF spokesman said 
yesterday that the three-man ar- 
bitration panel would meet 
“within the next two weeks to 
consider Modahl’s case". 

ModaM, however, received a 
faxed message yesterday after- 


noon from the LAAF lawyer, 
Mark Gay, saving that the’ lo- 
gistics of the case made it “high- 
ly unlikely" that arbitration 
would be scheduled in January. 

“We still have no idea when 
the panel will meeL" Modahls 
husband and coach. Vicente, 
said yesterday. “It could be 
March. Ii couid be August. - 

If the panel finds against the 
British 800 metres runner, Che 
four-year ban which was over- 
turned last Autumn after the ap- 
peal to the British AthleUc 
Federation will be reimposed. 

An IAAF spokesman said 
yesterday that Modahl had been 
free to run ever since her suc- 
cessful appeal “because there is 
nothing in the IAAF rules to say 
that she can’t". He added: “Her 
situation is very simple " 

It appeared anything but 
simple to Vincente Modahl 


yesterday. Although he wel- 
comed the news - which came 
informally via the IAAF lawyer 
in response to a journalist’s in- 
quiry - he was mystified over 
why such an apparent change of 
position bad occurred. 

"I spoke to the IAAF secre- 
tary. Isrvan Gyulai, in October 
and he told me then that Diane 
would have to wait until arbi- 
tration before she would know 
whether she could compete 
abroad," he said. 

“The IAAF have never al- 
lowed any athlete to compete 
pending arbitration before. Al- 
though we knew at the time that 
this was not in their rules, how 
the IAAF acts and the rules are 
two different tilings.'" 

The IAAF rules on eligibili- 
ty of athletes as they negotiate 
appeals against doping bans 
are clearly open to interpreta- 


tion. The IAAF line has always 
been that athletes with domes- 
tic judgments in their favour 
may compete domestically, but 
arc obliged lo await interna- 
tional judgment before taking 
part in events abroad. 

Tony Wfcnd, spokesman for the 
BAF, said: “Since the appeal it 
has always been the case that Di- 
ane has been able to run here. 
We are a bit surprised it has come 
out like this, but we are never- 
theless delighted for Diane." 

In the last six years athletes 
such as Butch Reynolds. Katrin 
Krabbe and John Ngugi have 
been told they cannot run In- 
ternationally pending arbitra- 
tion on doping offences. 

.Admittedly, there is no exact 
parallel with Modahl, who is dis- 
puting a finding of massive 
testosterone levels in a urine 
sample she gave in June 1994. 


Rusedski races to Illingworth has no 
record victory time for the family 


Tennis 


Superclgs, United News Shops, Star 
News, K Balfour. Eason. GT News. 
Paperchain - Village Store, Paper 
Shop. 

If you have any difficulty redeeming 
your card and coupon for a prize send 
both to: Independent Questions Of 
Sport claims, PO Box 60, Burnley, 
BB10 1SH. 


RULES AS PREVIOUSUr 
PUBLISHED 


^^EXDEPENDENT 


QUESTIONS OF SPORT 
CLAIM COUPON 


Thursday 11 January 1996 
To claim prizes up to £10 

DO NOT PHONE 


Take this coupon to any of toe 
participating Newsagents listed who 
will give you your prize instantly. 


NAME 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 

TELEPHONE 


To the Newsagent: Please check 
toe card is correct and give the 
reader the value of their prize. Send 
this coupon or details supplied on 
plain paper together with toe 
winning card to your head office for 
full redemption. 


Greg Rusedski set a tournament 
record in Sydney yesterday 
when he whitewashed Carsten 
Arriens inside 29 minutes at the 
Peters International event 

Rusedksi followed up Tues- 
day’s defeat of the No 2, seed 
Richard Krajicek, with a 6-0, 
60 second-round demolition of 
the German, serving 10 aces and 
dropping just six points in each 
set Event organisers said later 
that they believed the win was 
the fastest in the tournament in 
the modern era. 

However, there was no such 
luck for Rusedski’s fellow 
Briton, Tim Henman . who 
failed in his bid to reach the 
quarter-finals. The British na- 
tional champion, who had 
knocked out Mark Philippous- 
sts yesterday, was beaten 3-6, 
6-3 i 6-3 by another Australian, 
Mark Woodforde. 

The joint women's world 
No 1, Monica Seles, announced 
her return to tennis in Australia 
with an emphatic 6-1, 6-2 defeat 
of Belgium's Dominique Mon- 
ami Playing in front of an en- 
thralled 7,000 centre court 
crowd, Seles completed her 
second-round match with a 


minimum of fuss and showed 
glimpses of her clinical best as 
she routed Monami in 55 min- 


Cricket 


utes. 

The match was the Yugoslav- 
born American’s first since her 
US Open final defeat by Steffi 
Graf last September. It was also 
her first in Australia since she 
won her third successive Open 
title in January, 1993. One un- 
expected feature of the match 
was that the 22-year-old Seles 
was foot-faulted twice. “I’ve 
never been foot-faulted before 
in my life- I’ve got to see what 
rm doing with my foot when I 
serve,” she said. 

The men’s world No 2, An- 
dre Agassi, yesterday demon- 
strated his full recovery from a 
chest injury as he began his 1 
preparations for the defence of i 
his Australian Open tide. The 
25-year-old American enjoyed 
a thorough work-out lasting al- 
most three hours before beat- 
ing Australia's Pat Rafter in 
three sets, 7-6, 6-7, 7-6 at the 
Colonial Classic at Kooyong, 
Melbourne. 

"1 feel healthy and I had no 
problem with my injury,” Agas- 
si said. He originally sustained 
the ni g gl in g ailment during the 
Davis Cup semi-final against 
Sweden in late September. 


Ray Illingworth has singled out 
the “distractions’' of Cape Ibwn 
as one of the reasons for Eng- 
land's slump in fortunes. The 
chairman of selectors believes 
the arrival of wives, girlfriends 
and children significant^ altered 
the focus of the England squad. 

Since arriving in Cape Tbwn 
on New Year’s Eve. Mike 
Atherton’s side have lost the 
final Tfest and with it the series, 
and two one-day matches under 
the lights of Newtands. Illing- 
worth reacted to Tuesday's six- 
run defeat in the first one-day 
international against South 
Africa by again raising the 
sensitive issue of the presence of 
family and friends on tour. 

“There have been a lot of dis- 
tractions! n Cape Town," Illing- 
worth said. “'For the first three 
Tests of the series people were 
very committed and everyone 
had their thoughts channelled. 

1 don't care what anyone says, 
it is difficult when family and 
friends are around. But now we 
must git back our discipline and 
our focus.” 

Atherton, the captain, said 
that his side's lower middle 
order had “bottled it” after a 


slide from 155 for 3 lo 205 all 
out. Illingworth echoed Ather- 
ton's comments and hinted that 
some team changes would be 
made for today's game in 
Bloemfontein, also a day-night 
affair. “Our tail is not getting 
many runs against their bowlers 
and against Allan Donald in 
particular. He’s only conceding 
two an over later on and we 
know the South Africans are 
going to continue using him 
during the latter part of our 
innings.” 

Illingworth may use Jack 
Russell down the order and said 
that Dermot Reeve would also 
be capable of the role, but he 
was short of match practice. 
Illingworth also hinted that 
Robin Smith might get a recall, 
possibly in an opening role 
alongside Atherton - with Alec 
Stewart rested to allow Russell 
to take over the gloves. 

■ Australia A completed an em- 
phatic six-wicket win over West 
Indies in Sydney yesterday 
reaching 243 for 5 from 50 
overs. West Indies’ problems 
were compounded by an injurv 
to Richie Richardson, who 
aggravated a hamstring problem 
and is now doubtful for the 
Wodd Series Cup maichagamst 
Sn l,anka on Sunday. 
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Kjus flown to hospital after training crash 


Siding 


Lassc '"ho leads Uic men’s 


overaU alpineWorid dip su^d^ 
will miss this weekend’s 


mgs, will miss this weekend’s 
raoes after suffering severe con- 
cusaon ina laU in cfownhill prac- 
tice at KiizbQhel, Austria 
yesterday. 

Kjus, who will celebrate his 
25th birthday on Sunday, 
cashed while negotiating the fi- 
nal turn before the finish line 
on the famous Streif course, 
which had patches of ice on iL 

The Norwegian, who holds 
the world and Olympic com- 
bined titles, lost his balance in 
the turn and careered into a 
fence. The accident left him un- 
conscious for a few minutes be- 
fore he was lifted from the 
course by helicopter and taken 
to a nearby hospital. Kjus was 
badly shaken, and suffered 
bruising lo his face, hips and 
thighs. 

Norwegian team officiate said 
he would definitely not race in 
the back-to-back dmmh/Ite 
scheduled for tomorrow* and 
Saturday, and would also mire 
Sunday's slalom. 

Doctors will monitor his con- 
dilion throughout the night and 
decide today whether he will be 
fit enough to take pan in next 
weekend’s races in Veysonnaz, 
Switzerland, where there will be 
rwo more downhills and a 
slalom. 

Kitzbuhel and Veysonnaz 
will also feature the season's 
only two combined events, in 
which Kjus would expect to 
score heavily. If he was to miss 
all six races and therefore be 
unable to pick up points in the 
two combined events, his con- 
siderable 366-point lead over 
Switzerland’s Michael von 


Grumgen at the top of the 


overall standings could be 
wiped out. 

Conditions on the course 
were described as treacherous 
after freezing weather turned 
part of the run into sheets of ice. 
In all, five skiers came to grief, 
including the Austrians An- 
dreas Schifferer and Josef 
Strobl, who, like Kjus, both 
bad to be taken to hospital for 
medical checks. 

Of those who survived the 
rigours of the training run, 
Gtinther Mader. also of Austria, 
recorded the fastest time, lmin 
58.85sec. Second fastest was Pe- 
lt r Runggaldier, of Italy, with 
1:59.28. and Kjus’s Norwegian 
team-mate, Atle Skaardah came 
through with Lbe third-best time 
in 1:59.68. 

Britain’s Graham Bell was 
the Hth fastest. 





Ski-flying: Austria's Gunther Mader gets his challenge off the ground In practice yesterday for the downhill at Kitzbuhel tomorrow Photograph: Michael Leckel/Reuter 


Maradona 'hoped to test positive’ 


Football 


Diego Maradona has said he 
wanted to fail his drug tests 
while playing for the Italian 
club Napoli in a desperate 
effort to get help and treat his 
addiction. “In Napoli, drugs 
were everywhere," he said. 
“They practically brought it to 
me on a tray." 

In the second installment of 
an interview with an Argentin- 
ian magazine, Genie, Maradona 
said he “hoped to test positive 
because it was the only way I 
found to ask for help and to 
return". 

In the first installment, 
Maradona discussed his drug 
problem at length. “1 was, I am 
and I always be a drug addict," 
he said. 

The player first tested 


positive for cocaine following 
a league game in 1991 and was 
suspended for 15 months. By 
his own admission, he had 
been using drugs since 1982, 
when he was 22. 

Maradona. 35, related that in 
Naples he had been a favourite 
of the camorm , as the Neapoli- 
tan mafia is called, “not because 
1 was pretty or good, but 


because I made the people 
>le that 


happy, the same people 
maybe they exploited". 

He went on to explain (hat 
drugs made him miss many 
happy moments in his life. “I 
missed many of my [two] 
daughters' birthday's because 1 
was so drugged that I was un- 
able to enjoy them," he said. “I 
missed nights with Claudia that 
I will never recover because 1 
locked myself up and wouldn't 
come oul" 


Maradona's wife, Claudia 
Villafane, interviewed for the 
first time, said she found oul 
about his drug habit in 1984. at 
a party to celebrate his transfer 
from the Spanish club. 
Barcelona, to Napoli. 

“It was a party at our pool 
that lasted until three, four, five 
in the morning." she said. “I 
noticed what the other guests 
were doing. That's when every- 
thing began for me." 

She said they only began to 
talk about (he problem in 
Naples “when people came at 
two or three in the morning to 
bring him things". 

Claudia said that “once or 
twice I thought of letting him go 
lo hell. But he's the man I love, 
and Tm not about to leave him 
when he needs me most". 

Maradona's derision to talk 
about his cocaine problem 


coincided with the launching of 
a government campaign against 
drug use by young people called 
“Sun Without Drugs". 

Dinamo Bucharest, seeking to 
return to the top in Romanian 
football, appointed Marian 
Bondrca as first-team coach 
yesterday. Bondrea, 44, was not 
first choice to fill the job vacated 
by Remus Vlad, who resigned 
two months ago after a poor year 
for a dub accustomed to vying 
with Steaua for the top honours. 

Dinamo had originally 
wanted Ion Moldovan, a former 
trainer with the club who was 
sacked in January 1995 and who 
now coaches (he Libyan team 
AJ Etehad, with whom he is 
under contract until next 
summer. 

“Dinamo cannot afford to 
waiL" the club president. Cor- 
nel Dinu, said. Bondrea was 


trainer of FC National until late 
last year. 

Before 1989 Dinamo were 
run by the communist-era 
militia. Now owned by the in- 
terior ministry, Dinamo arc 
traditional rivals of the army- 
owned Steaua Bucharest, who 
won last season’s First Division 
title. Dinamo were fourth. 

Pele said yesterday that he 
was stepping down as a director 
of his former club, Santos, less 
than a month after helping 
them to one of their most suc- 
cessful seasons of the past two 
decades. 

Pele, who is also the Brazilian 
government’s sports minister, 
said he was leaving because he 
did not have enough time for 
both jobs, but also hinted that 
he was upset over the departure 
of the coach, Cabralzmho, last 
week. 


Hughes beckoned 
back by Gould 


Bobby Gould, the manager of 
Wales, yesterday made his 
peace with Mark Hughes by 
naming the striker in his squad 
for the friendly with Italy in 
Tferni on 24 January. 

“I haven’t spoken to Mark 
and he’ll find oul that he’s in the 
squad when he reads his name 
on Teletext" Gould said. “As far 
as Tm concerned everything else 
that has happened is water un- 
der the bridge.” The Chelsea 
forward’s international career 
looked over when Hughes de- 
clined to (ravel to Albania for 
Wales’ final European Champ- 
ionship qualifier in November. 

Marc Hottiger’s proposed 
£700,000 transfer from New- 
castle to Everton has been de- 
layed for at least 24 hours. The 
27-year-old Swiss international 


hoped to complete the move 
yesterday after the two clubs 
agreed a fee, but his agent has 
been unable to travel from 
Switzerland to discuss terms. 

Roger Stanislaus has been 
suspended on full pay by Ley- 
ton Orient after being charged 
by the Football Association 
with misconduct following a 
positive drug test for cocaine. It 
was announced on TUesday that 
Lbe 27-year-old defender bad 
failed a random test after a 
match in November. 

■ The Barcelona president, 
Jose Lute Nunez, said yesterday 
that Johan Cruyff’s days as 
coach could be numbered. “If 
he (Cruyff) had fewer years at 
the club I would have acted 
quickly and without hesitation," 
Nunez said. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Blatter expects Nigeria back 


Football 


Despite statements from Nige- 
ria to the contrary. Sepp Blat- 
ter, the secretary general of Fifa, 
the governing body of world 
football, said yesterday that he 
expected Nigeria to participate 
in the African Nations’ Cup, 
which starts this weekend in 
South Africa, 

Blatter called Nigeria’s 
threatened boycott of the 
African championships “not 
good for football. I still believe 
they will be there." Nigeria’s 
opening Pool C match against 
Zaire is due to take place on 
Sunday in Durban. 

Nigeria announced their 
withdrawal last week because of 
concerns over (he safely of 
their players. The real reason 
was believed to be South 
Africa’s calls for internatiQpal 
sanctions against the Nigerian 
government for hanging nine 
political activists in November. 

The Confederation of Af- 
rican Football (CAF), which is 
running (he tournament, named 
Guinea as a replacement, but 
Guinea n officials refused, say- 
ing they lacked sufficient time 
to prepare. Organisers believe 
Guinea's reluctance stemmed 
from pressure from Nigeria, 
the major political power in 
West Africa. 

CAF officials had announced 
on Tuesday that they would 


leave the berth open in case 
Nigeria decided to take part, 
and otherwise play the tour- 
nament with only 15 teams 
instead of 16. 

After initially opposing the 
withdrawal. Nigeria's players 
are now supporting it- “We 
now accept and agree with the 
decision not to go to South 
Africa," the goalkeeper Peter 
Rufai said. “"We were persuaded 
by (he facts about poor security, 
which the head of state pre- 
sented to us.” 

On Sunday, angry players 
had passed a resolution vowing 
not to represent their country 
in the 1998 World Cup to 
protest at the current boycott, 
and rejected $10,000 (£6,666) 
each in compensation. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


8 


The number of payers that Chal- 
fbnt St Peter FC had on the Ditch 
at the start antf finish of Tues- 
day’s 5-1 Cartton Trophy defeat 
at Wivenhoe. Three pfayers a r- 
rtved late after becoming lost en 
i route to Essex: three were sent 1 
J off in the second half uneluding ] 
two far fighting each other). 


Basketball 


NBA: Chartote 92 TottXOT 91: ABama 104 Sacra- 
mento 8 a New York 98 Bosom 93: Onawo 92 
New Jersey 84: San Amor* 88 Houston 82; In- 
diana 91 Dates 84; SeaOe 97 Mbeutieo 92 
LA Cbpoors IDS PTxmntx lOt>. &*»en Sane 1D9 
Vancouver 103: 1 A Lak&x toe Mamus&a 103. 


Wednesday). Spend neafel, Ita&es iCWseai. 
Saunders (G^iaVBerayl. Biefce (floflonl, 6t£C» 
fMancneswr IrttJ). Rub (LMrpMQ. Coleman 
iBtackbuml. 

TUESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: DtdsMgh League 


Thbd Dtrixtan: Gdmtfiatn 3 Oiesttr 1. Seer 
eri_ Antal 


ouffi 1- 

Ice hockey 

NHL Colorado 3 Bosom 0: New Jersey 4 Si Louo 
y. NY bianctarc 3 CTvcagj 3 tod, PtriMefptaa 2 
Arnhem 3 W, Hartfora 5 Edmonton 1 


Lany Holmes, the former world heavy 
weight champion, continued hs come- 
back on Tuesday with a fourth- round 
knock-out of Curtis Shephanj, ofVognia, 
in Galveston. Texas. 


Cricket 

LeicestersWre's seam barter. James Or- 
mond. was forced to return home from 
the England Under- 19 tour of Zimbab- 
we after suffenng a side injury bowling 

his first hall in Harare yesterday. 

TOUR MATCH (Norm, ZUnj Oral day of 
three: En glare} LhOw-19 278 (M Wood 62 1 and 
? 04w7QecMWtart79 . DSote £ 3fiMa6hona ~ 
land Under- 19 1*3 and BO tor 4 (G Eduanfc 2- 
20). Match drawn. 

KENYA WORLD CUP SQUAD (World Cup In In* 
<88. nridsbro awf Sri LMttJr M Odumi* lespo. 
A Karen McwapU. S 7trdo. K Como. M Owni. 
D Crertawro, H Worn, R Av. E Odwnbe. DTrto- 
Jo. TQdojo. T ftjoai, B Fart, L Oojarsa 


borOLCn 1 Barnet i_ 
touttieni quarter-floate: Affiant 1 Snare flnwj 
2; Hera tort 1 Nonnamptor 0: PwwborouSi 3 
CdcneatW 2; StrewWJrva 2. Ncrthwn 

qnaiter-ffnalK Bladcpaor O CteiaxftekS 1: 
Rnmemam 3 Ltasota 1; Vort, 1 Notts Cturty O. 
CM Vended Conference: Kenenrg2 Nontwedl 
2. Ywneafa Scottbti Cep Second-round re- 
plays: Brae run 0 OyOe 0. Bed's ScetUeh 
inagst Pieariw DMM Bans* 0 Me* 3: Rato . 
J Ceftc 3. Hrat DtvMoo: Oyiitte* 1 Aatlna 1; 
Durrtee 0 Dundee Utd 2; St Johnstone 6 Morton 
■L Second DMekee Forfar 0 East Rte 2- hH 
OMskHE Cowdenoeadi 1 East Strtne A- »Mti 
UM CooaCofa FfMOtCop Hrtf round fit* 
lae BoAyciare 3 Portadrwn 1: Coterane 2 Ban- 


Pools 


ft* (2-21 Asano6ho (2-2); nento (3-1) DaenoflQ 
tl-31: Korns**: (3-u Kbtotewi 0-3): Agatyu- 
tafca 13- 1) TactunMaka (1-31: KooxxmaKa fl-3i 
KtekBcntdoia C2-2k Tosanounv (2-2) AMroarema 
r2-2f. Ta*ato«#j (4-0) Kan (3-D: Mjsoynma <Z3i 
Katonsn*) (1 31; Tafcarwnami |4-0) MRoantt 
(2-2i: Musasiuroru (3-D Msigsaio (1-3): Mi- 
rmotuii 11-3 > HhJcanonona AM) Dy dataiA; 
Tefcanoftana (4-0) Kmomaaana <D-«). 


Man - (Koojmng, Atari Fl*t rennet Y KafetaMw 
(Aj 9) b( R Kronen (NOtt) 6-3 6-4: J Oourtar (US) 
MW fefl&taiSAj 6-13-66-2: A Agassi (US) bt 


P Rater (AUW 7-6 6-7 7-6: M Qvmg (US) M S 
Edberg CSwei 6-2 6-7 iwdl. 


UTTLEWOOOS: Treble dhenore 24pts £24625. 
23 £9.75. Four Oram £1.00. Tan hoem 
£37»5. Han away* 1£U5. 

2ETTBS: InUe Aowflc Mpre £2660. 23 £060 
Easy ai» £09.00. Few drew £1.60. EVtt 


bantee £8.30. Rwr awnya £Xla OoeM tfSore 
lere 27 IS 38 11 4 33. 




£2.05. Iredqr reenbere : 

VERNONS: Treble efunen: ZOpte £73.35. 23 
0.05. Teq homes £00-90. Ffco sways £562.00. . 
BRITTENS: BeUe chnnea: 24pto £UL£0 tone dt 
KWnd only). Fare dram £1 JO. Fhn awaya 
LXXJZS. Q0V homes £57.80. 


Swimming 

WORLD CUP SHORT-COURSE MEETTHB 
(IWtkip iMbmm on(r Phaw Wm bW- 
wXfi Men : lOOre freestytec C Troe^r (6erl 
4ftD9sec. 50m br ea ststroke: t»ng CnuJIn 
2732. 400m nmflme Deng Onscne 4^4.03. 
MOm bscfatnka: STMoM «3efl 54^9. 200m 
butterfly: D Suenoev (1*0 136^5 400m 


TASaiANUM MTBINAnONAL WOMEN'S TOUR- 
NAMENT (Hobart) Stages, second rourefc j 
Wiesnar (Aat) bt A EDwOod (Ausi 7-5 &4; Ste 
TnR WSng (T®) bt E LAhovCAa (Rus) 6-13-6 
^SA5twflmaCJepartMKGodnd0B(Aus)7.5 
6-2: M &kb (Aapenj M L 6reratb-HuttU (Fi) 6-3 
M. 

PETERS INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENT 


MMe CUy. Syitaey} More efctfes first round: 

S Draper iA ~ 


freestyle: Shane Har^jra 3^076. 200m 
- !Wtu 232 jB 7. UOm Mndnd 


WangYtau ) 

Uu Kanede 56.99. SOm butterfly: Jong 


Oft 


second le^ Senatm 3 Carre* 
b-U ReproeentatM) matctL Bwsn Stu- 


(Utits 0 FA a 2. fob League Premier Dhtskm 
JVtetuy £ St «*s»s J- fine DMsftm: Besrsnam 
OtonyiQi) Town tt Cartton Cap eoccrtd round: 
Walton 1 Kurgnornen 3. Third round: AUmchtt 


rue 5 cnatait Si nrasr i, UWBond laaBiePro- 
m*r DMelan: Cotwyn Bw 0 Barrow U EimwyO 
Chprtey 3. Prestaerfs Cup flret round; Let* 3 
Hyde 2- UetiM 2 Moot 0. lANFIBa Rrst 0M- 
skm Cap second-round replay: Cream Ashton 
0 Asrnon Du 2. Bearer Homes Leefpia Mb}- 
Lmd DMstan; awpiortfi 3 Etehem J,- tetfhrtfl 
2 Bedwohn 2. Or Mertsns Cop second-round 


Rugby League 

B«dfcnJ Buis yesterday put fegerSImp. 
son, their utiirty back, up lor sate at 
£60,000 after a breakdown in talks re- 
garding hts future at Odsa). where he 
also works as a Roundsman. 


Cheng* 24.05. Women: 200m fre oet ytsc Quo 
Wd £59.47. UOm broaststrolrac Ran 


. Li 59.47. UOm broaststrokee Ran Xue 
1:07*4. 100m butterfly: Liu Unw 59.19. 50m 
baeiiEtRiiia:JbY\ai)iEn2ai&2t)0TatadMh«l 
mxSey: Chen Yen 2:13.78. SOm hwastyle: Lb 
iri(M 24^2. 800m freestyle: Luo PtneaeOJJO. 

200 m tnckstrete: N taoda Uepeni 2^».!K. 


Rugby Unioa 

TENNarrs nuBMistncr chmotonsht 
(Rtctonood): Stw»h Ejdes 34 South Ot Scot- 
land 9. 


Tennis 

COLONUU. CLASSIC EXHBtTION TOURNA- 


) Draper lAu&t M B Stack cam) 4-6 6-2 7-5: 
P McEnroe (US) bt B Karoacner (GeO 6-2 2-6 
6-4. Second numb G RibbObU (GBj M C Ar- 
rians (Ger) 6-0 6-0; M Woodtorde (Aus) tt T 
Hwrtian (GB) 3-6 6-3 6-3: J Stolwnueig ( Aus) 
tXhUucBts (S*3wlj 2-6 6-2 7-6; 7 Woolbrdg; 
(Aus) MSLsieau (Canl 6-3 6-4. Women's sta- 
rts sacotid round: m Sale (USi tt D Mon- 
am/ (Bel) 6-1 62: M de Swareft (SAJ tx A Traaer 
(US) 6-3 6-2: T Manta <uSi btc Costa (So) 6- 
3 3-6 63; G tttacmtt (Croal btM Namar iSwet 
6-4 6-7 fr3; R frontberg (Ate,i tt P McEnroe 
(US) 6-4 6-1; S Diaper (Ausi bt R hirfan (H) 
6-1 7-5; MJ Fernandez (US) U ACoatzer ISA) 
6-4 6-2; L Dawnport (USi Dt A Cartssarr ISnei 
6-2 6 - 2 . 

BBUSOUTHOfei (Niddaiiil, NZ) Stages aao 
ood round: J Yaga (Peru) br T Entjwa rs**i ?-5 
6-d: M vvecftngmri (US) tt M Damn tCz Rep) 


FootbaO 

West Ham hare signed Igor Korneyev, 
a 28-year-aia Russian international 
winger, on tnaHrom Barcelona until the 
end of tfe season wnh a view to a per- 
manent signing. 

TRANSFERS: John Burrtdge goalkeeper) Dv- 
hn^ao to Gawsnead: Ben Sedgamort lntdSfiUa i 
Btamnffarr. to PKerhoroutfi. 

IMNVMNSFB* CttitIMoW (£Sta»-t«B BWO- 
it^um » We* Ham. 

HS4UWAMSD RJOURES: Bl CarOoE Pramte. 
iblji:WieilSltaicSwd'afflpon»ManSies(f('tty 
itmXQeJ. gnrfctalgu ^flgi e TWOMAft 
Tueo 6 Fab: Ratadafe w Preson rf Atari. Ton- 
nent'* Swta*a Cop aecooC-round roptay: Man 
15 Auc Brecwn v Qytie (aOanAtaed on TieeeByi 
AHQLO-(TA12AN CUP SctnMinab FcCfJa 0 Cfr- 
sena 0 ICtsena won 2-1 on seraftfcs). 
wosh cup nwntMoitad repugs oanecvTow 

3ASerTSta ) rtiJc » n2 . 

WALES 5QUA0 ftatonatmaal Wendly y Italy, 


dock 0 tang's Lynn 2: Chatenftarn 3 Gresfcy 3. 

JewBon Eutera League Premier DMskk 
WbodtnzgB 2 Waflnn 0. Haiwuanl IMtad Cdub- 


Satrto 


>Ci*Secondn)ieWrepfa9:CDg^ 

hoe S Desborcupi L Great MHb Leatoo 
PreoowD(vtatait:OddDomlfau«on4.Nacth 
WistttaimtjasCao^i^DMKWiWas- 


ttoToen 2 EBSfwQot) Hartey 1 Norlbere League 
LGL Pita Cap TltW round: O 


: Consetl 2 Grtsbor- 


NEW YEAR GRAND SUMO TOURNAMENT 
(Tokyo) Feurtb Ogy et 1& TsmaJasute (wen 4. 
OSl 01 Xpkutain 13-1); H#nOuW&l) Wshi- 
ma (1-3); MndouiN £2-2) ASanQeaka (13): Ob - 
nohana 11-3) Dnsfo tl-3}! NttnHobana £3-jj 
Aogwama (3-1); Tomooolwna (2-2) Harronatt- 
ma 11-31; Oftntattki (3-U Terao (2-2); Kaaiga- 


TODAY .’ S ' FIXTURES 


Tend, 24 January): SetdhaB rsveroni. Wan] 
(P« 2 SGarew’.WSams(Jfeacai£f.SpniaBsMta- 
Otaae C6n. MeMIe tS^rJa^rffl. JerMns iHud- 
disrsfiatt!. Bowen WOf-icn*. phttps tNcttr^sm 
Rweri, Korea £&rom. PmMdgo (Stefkekr 


Football 

FAI HARP LAGER CU> First round: Dun- 
defle v Drogheda Utd (7.45}. 

PONTINS LEAGUE Flnrt Wvlsion: Leeds 
Utd v Sheffield Utd (7.0) fat Hakfox town); 
Liverpool v Stole Crty (7.0) (x Southport). 

WON MSUtANCEtUMBMAnONFEGta- 
vtslon: Queen's ParHRanesfsvLflnn Town 
£7.0) fat Harrow Bonufft FCi. 

Fft YOUTH CUP Third round; WbWngvWtst 
Ham (7.45). 


Ice hockey 

BRmSH LEAGUE flret DWsfat: Swindon 
Wildcats v Stacttum Hairte (345)- 

Otber sports 

SNOOKER: European Open qualifiers 
f Blackpool ). 

SQUASH: QM National ChamptonsNpe 
/Efl@»ston Pray CJuB, Birmingham). 

TABLE TENNJS: Olympic quaMytng tour- 
nament iNynex Arena, Manchester). 
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sport 


England 
pair vie 
for final 
place 


Squash 


The England team-males, Del 
Harris and Mark Chaloner, are 

on course for a semi-final show- 
down at the QM National 
Championship in Birmingham, 
which starts Loday. 

The pair formed half of the 
squad that clinched England's 
first win in the World Team 
Championship last November in 
Cairo alongside Yorkshire’s 
Simon Parke and Chris 
Walker of Essex. 

But with Parke, who was 
seeded third, unfit because of 
appendicitis and ftfalker opting 
to pursue world ranking points 
in North America, it is left to 
Harris and Chaloner to chal- 
lenge the Scottish top seed, Pe- 
ter Nicol, for the title. 

Harris, the 26-year-old former 
world junior champion who 
readied the World Open final in 
Cyprus in November, is seeded 
second while Lincoln's 23-year- 
old Chaloner is ranked fourth. 

They are scheduled to meet 
in one semi-final wtnle the top 
half of the men's field is domi- 
nated by Nicol, who returned to 
No 4 in the world rankings at the 
turn of the year on the strength 
of a fine win in the Mahindra 
Challenge in Bombay. 

Success for Nicol would be a 
Scottish first in the British 
National Championship. Mark 
Maclean reached the 1986 final 
and Nicol himself reached the 
1994 final, but no Scot has yet 
won the top domestic title. 

Such cross-border footnotes 
are unlikely in the women's 
championship with four for- 
mer British champions from 
England in contention for the 
semi-final places and the first 
recognised Scot, Senga Macfie, 
seeded only eighth. 

Cassie Jackman, the 1993 
British champion, is the top seed 
and is due to meet Suzanne 
Horner, the 1994 winner, in the 
final. 

Their scheduled semi-final 
opponents are defending cham- 
pion Fiona Geaves, of Glou- 
cester, and Kent’s Sue Wright, 
who took the title in 1992, 

Only Linda Charman of Sus- 
sex, the surprise finalist of last 
year, or Northumbria’s com- 
bative Jane Martin are likely to 
offer a serious challenge to the 
top seeds in the women's event 

The top men can have no 
such confidence, However. Nicol 
has England reserve Mark 
Cairns of Oxford, Lancashire's 
Nick Taylor - last year’s losing 
finalist - and defending cham- 
pion Stephen Meads of Berk- 
shire in his half of the draw. 

Harris has Kent’s Paul John- 
son scheduled for a quarter-final 
clash and Chaloner faces a 
wealth of experience from for- 
mer champion Paul Carter, of 
Hertfordshire. Yorkshire’s 
David Campion and Surrey's 


Meads withdrew from the 
North American event which 
attracted Walker and the top 
Welshman, Andrew Evans, with 
hopes of becoming the first 
man ever to successfully defend 
the British title. But he may find 
Scottish ambitions make that 
historic task too difficult 


S£B»RXTQM NATIONAL CMUVIDNSMP 
(Bfnntagrem) Men: 1 p NBd (SCO), 2 D Ha 
n& (EssoO. 4 M Chatonar [UncolnstVB). 5 M 
Caws '(Oxfordshire), 6 P Johnson iKenW. 7 
5 Meals (Berkshire). 8 D Meddirgs (Surrey). 
(WnJ seed. Stawn PafaL wftfrtew). Women: 
1 C Jactansn (NortoW. 2 S Homer fYortsfiirei, 
3 F taws |Gtou»iE!tfire), 4 S Wr©« Otaru. 
SJ Manta (NorthirntBta). 6 L Owmar* (Sue- 
«tf. 7 R Marne (Esset). 8 S Macfle (Soo). 


6-3 6-4; G Rxgta IFrt tt F Clauet (Sp) 6-3 6-4: 
1 Now* (Cz Rep) tt S PreooGOBdo (It) 6-2 6-3. 
Daria Cup EmtVAMca Zona (Nairobi) Group 
Itm: Monaco bl Greece 2-U CjpnsM UoUo- 
«a 2-1: Zambia tt CVboud 3-0: Bui&na tt 
Botswa* 341: Togo tt Confji 3-0; Intend tt 
Cyprus 3-0 

HOONEStA OPEN (Jakarta, Indon) Sinfpas: S 
SehaBen (Neth) ttN Lapennj (6ajj M 4-6 6-t 
MTAatwm fSw«) bt M Haded (CoO 6-7 M 7* 


^INDEPENDENT 


SKI 

Hotline 


Be Bie first tn ffie know to find the 
best sot! 


03)0891 333 110 


Acturale, up lo date snow and waiter 
reports Irom mar 1 00 resorts In 
Europe and North America by phone 
or fa. (For a ta report please use a 
phone attached fa) your tax machine). 


France 

Austria 

Italy 

Spain Si Andorra 
Bulgaria & Romania 
North America 
Switzerland 
Scotland 


Cafe k OBoaa BW* ettapas w4 Qtf** 
4 aB dromes 


raa em verb « » mums at 

SK3FAX 0897 300 330 
The Ski Facts 
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Venables to 

stand down 

after Euro 96 


Football 

PHIL SHAW 

England’s preparations for the 
European Championship, and 
the World Cup qualifying cam- 
paign which is due to start in 
September, were thrown into 
turmoil last night when Terry 
Venables announced he would 
not be continuing as coach be- 
yond this summer's finals. 

Venables told Graham Kel- 
ly, the chief executive of the 
Football Association, that he did 
not wish to renew his contract. 
Kelly intimated last night that 
Venables' long-running legal 
feud with Alan Sugar, the Tbt- 
tenham chairman, was behind 
his decision to step down. 

“It’s common knowledge that 
we've made every effort to help 
him and Alan Sugar resolve one 
of the elements dial have been 
causing concern," Kelly said. 
“We very much hoped through- 
out he’d be in a position to car- 
ry on." 

When Venables broke his si- 
lence, he said he had acted be- 
cause he expected to be in 
court for several weeks in Oc- 
tober, fighting a libel action by 
Sugar, when England have an- 
other World Cup game. “Things 
I've got ahead could be prob- 
lematic and difficult,” he said. 

“It might have been an em- 
barrassment to the FA, and in the 
circumstances it’s best to make 
an early decision. I'd like to leave 
the job on a successful note. 
What's good is that the specu- 
lation is now out of the way.” 

Earlier, at a press conference 
from which Venables was ab- 
sent, the FA's director of pub- 
lic affairs, David Davies, played 
down reports that Venables 
had sought but not received the 
un anim ous support of the FA'S 
International Committee. 

In a statement, Davies said: 
“The FA is deeply disappointed 

S ' his decision but understands 
e thinking behind it. Tiny 
Venables faces a number of 
tune-consuming legal battles in 
the latter pan of 1996 which he 
believes could interfere with 
England's efforts to qualify for 
the final stages of the next World 
Cup, and he's absolutely deter- 
mined to dear bis name." 

Davies continued: “It was 
the day before the Birmingham 


draw for the Euro 96 finals, on 
16 December, that Tferry Ven- 
ables first indicated his inten- 
tions. He was urged to think 
again over the Christmas peri- 
od, and also while he was abroad 
(on holiday in the West Indies) 
last week. He told Graham Kel- 
fy at lunchtime today that his de- 
cision was unchanged 

“A new coach will be re- 
cruited, but our first priority is 
success in the European Cham- 
pionship this summer. Tfeny 
Venables will lead England 's ef- 
forts and we believe the dme has 
come for the whole country to 
unite behind him." 

Kelly and Sir Bert Millichip, 
the 81-year-old FA chairman, 
were keen for Venables to re- 
main in the post to which he was 

England under Venables 

(Match 9. 1994 - Docamber 12. 1995) 
v Danmark (Wembley) W 1-0 

v Greece (Wembley) W 5-0 

v Norway (Wembley) D 0-0 

v United States (Wembley) W 2-0 
v Romania (Wembley) 0 1-1 

v Wgarfa (Wembley) W 1-0 

v Republic of Ireland {Dubfin} 
Abandoned 27 mfns (0-U 


v Uroguay (Wembley) 

D 0-0 

v Japan (Wembley) 

W 2-1 

v Sweden (Leeds) 

0 3-3 

v Brazil (Wembteyl 

Ll-3 

v Colombia (Wembley) 

D 0-0 

v Norway (Oslo) 

D 0-0 

y Switzerland (Wembley) 

W 3-1 

v Portugal (Wembley) 

01-1 

P W D L 

F A 

Home 13 6 6 1 

20 10 

Away 10 10 

Total 34 6 7 1 

0 0 

20 10 


appointed two years ago. In the 
aftermath of yesterday’s news, 
Kelly said: “If s sad that a high- 
ly valued, well respected and 
very inventive coach, who has 
done well, should feel it neces- 
sary to reach the decision he has. 

“The vast majority of football 
people will share the FA’s deep 
regret, but there's no reason to 
suggest that England's chances 
in Euro 96 will be diminished." 

Kelly brushed aside the sug- 
gestion that some members of the 
international committee, a 15- 
strong body composed largely of 
club chairmen, were concerned 
not to have the renewal of Ven- 
ables’ two-and-a-half-year con- 
tract presented as a fail accompli. 

Ian Stott, the Oldham chair- 
man, had hinted on Monday 


that the committee’s reserva- 
tions about the 53-year-old 
Venables, such as they were, 
centred not so much on his track 
record -England have won six 
of the 14 friendlies for which he 
has been coach - but on the vol- 
ume of outstanding litigation in 
which he is embroiled. 

Venables’ case against Tot- 
tenham for wrongful dismissal 
is in its third year. Sugar's libel 
suit against him is unresolved, 
as are two actions instigated by 
Venables. The international 
committee were aware of his 
tangled business affairs and the 
allegations against him when he 
succeeded Graham Tkyior, so it 
would be surprising if that had 
been a major factor. 

They are left facing a bizarre 
situation in which Variables is 
due to accompany Kelly to War- 
saw next week to discuss dates 
with England’s opponents for 
the World Cup qualifiers - 
namely Poland Italy, Georgia 
and Moldova - games for which 
he will no longer be in charge. 

Quite apart from bow the 
committee - let alone the coun- 
try- would react if England won 

Venab^^t^MtSi/hfe'aic- 
cessor ought to be in place 
now, watching England’s three 
autumn opponents and per- 
haps working alongside him. 

Gary Lineker, the former 
England captain, who pfyed for 
Spurs uriaer. Venables, said: 
“If s disappointing, but I don’t 
know if we’ve come to the end 
of this stoiy yeL It may be a 
tactical thing to get another 
contract" 

Lineker saw no reason why 
England's players should be 
affected this summer. “It didn't 
make any difference in 1990 
when we knew Bobby Robson 
was going after the World Cop." 

Craig Brown, manager of 
Scotland, said: “It’s Tfeny’s 
decision and. we’ve got to 
respect that I'm not aufm with 
his business life, but everything 
points to the fact that he’s an 
outstanding coach." 

Bobby Gould the English- 
man managing Wiles, foresaw 
“a very difficult period for Eng- 
lish football”. He added: “One 
has to make sure that one’s 
lifestyle is such that perhaps 
people can’t get at you." 
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ACROSS 

7 A span is a part of a foot (4) 

8 Food and drink for lady at 
church round about 10? 
(10) 

10 What a sfw may try to do in 
this countrv, we understand 
( 8 ) 

11 Lop-sided lady’s wearing a 
French number (6) 

12 Some pillow-talk - a little 
soap? (6) 

13 Rock the boat? That's 
quite unnecessary (S) 

15 It’s informaL but don’t ar- 
rive in fancy dress, I im- 
plore you! (2-2-3-61 

18 war’slo finish, with old 
soldier giving thanks all 
round (8) 


20 Macho, but nauseating 
hating got religion (6) 

22 Best stout mixed with a lit- 
tle mild (6) 

24 Suggestion of ennui suf- 
fered by don under pres- 
sure (8) 

25 Affair involves old flame by 
troublesome niece (10) 

26 These kisses can be seen in 
some letters (4) 

DOWN 

1 Film covers the storm de- 
picted on ship's record, we 
hear (10) 

2 Illness which may be 
caught in Asian country (6) 

3 Acrimony when royal per- 
sonage wallows in sorrow 
( 8 ) 



4 Dead Eastern dictator’s di- 
vine! (6) 

5 Plant arrived: a sick rose 

6 Airman t ransp orts maiden 

over the peak (4) 

9 Cause of death of the fall- 
en at Arlington, UJS. (13) 
14 HI help you get up whether 
I’ve rung first or not (10) 

16 Might loss of this hormone 
end organ playing? (8) 


end organ playing? (8) 

17 Killer of toilet smell? (8) 
19 Bird’s to share piece of 
crumpet? (6) 

21 Smoked smelt (6) 

23 Writing’s not anti-environ- 
ment (4) 


Win a Weekend Break or a case of Bombardier Premium Bitter 

CALL 0891 311017 

When you haw the ■answer*, to the hist three dues across AND the 6m three dues down pbooe 0891 311 01? and 
leave your answers with your name address and davtime telephone number by midnight tonight. Each day there is , 
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Terry Venables does not want to renew his contract because of continuing legal battles 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Keegan ahead in name game 


Ifeny Venables was a 25-1 out- 
sider for the post of England 
manager at the time of Graham 
Tbylor’s resignation just over 
two years ago. Steve Coppell, 
Roy Evans and Ron Atkinson 
were bracketed together at 
those odds last night, but Kevin 
Keegan remains both the book- 
ies’ and the people's choice, 
writes Phil Shaw. 

Keegan, the 45-year-old, 4-5 
favourite, captained his country 
under both Don Revie and 
Ron Greenwood. He is a com- 
parative newcomer to manage- 
ment, having come out of 
retirement in Spain in 1992 to 
jom Sir John Hall's revolution 
at Newcastle. 

Whether “God on the Type" 
should forsake his present job, 
which be relishes, far the no win 
situation that has become the 
England coach’s lot must be 
doubtful, especially with the 
Champions’ League beckon- 
ing. 

Bryan Robson, the 64 second 
favourite, celebrates his 39th 
birthday today. Another ex- 


s* 

1 


Kevin 

Keegan 


4-5 fav 




Howard 

Wilkinson 


Other, odds (supplied by William HRfl: 10-1 Gerry. Rands; 34-1 Glenn Hoddle; 16-1 Joe Royle; 
20-1 Ray Wilkins; 25-1 Ron Atkinson, Steve CoppeU. Roy Evans; 33-1 Rank Clark, Jack Chartton, Ken- 
ny Dalglish; 50-1 Hany Redknapp. 


England captam and still play- 
ing for Middlesbrough, he has 
been a manager only since last 
season. Robson hasthe advan- 
tage of having worked alongside 
Venables as coach, though he 
too might be reluctant to turn 
his back on a chairman, Steve 
Gibson, who has furnished him 
with lavish funding. 

Howard Wilkinson, the 
Leeds manager, could be a bet- 
ter bet at 8-1, if only because he 


appears to have gone as far as 
he can after delivering the 
championship to EUand Road 
inl992: • • " 

Now 52, this self-styled 
“failed player" was asked by the 
FA last year whether he was in- 
terested in becoming its tech- 
nical director, but ruled himself 
out. 

Gerry -Francis, one of Ven- 
ables' successors at Tottenham, 
is bn record as saying he is not 


interested in the job. That has 
not prevented his being in- 
stalled as 10-1 fourth favourite. 
'Bvomor6fotmer England mid- 
fielders, Chelsea's Glenn Hod- 
dle (14-1) and QPR’s Ray 
Wilkins (20-1), stand either 
side of the more experienced 
Joe Royle, of Everton, a 16-1 
shot - 

Down at 33-1 is a man with 
a proven record in interna- 
tional management though at 


60, and with question marks 
against his appreciation of tac- 
tics and coaching, Jack.CfaarI- 
ton is unlikely to be asked to 
step out of the Irish frying pan 
into the English fire -even if he 
wanted to. 

Graham Kelly, the FA's chief 
executive, said last night that an 
appointment would be made 
“tiie sooner the better". 

One of the problems is like- 
ly to be that of persuading the 
man of their choice that it is 
worth the pressure of dub v 
country and media vilifica- 
tion. 

After Thylor's demise, Hod- 
dle remarked that managing 
England had become a “horri- 
ble job" with the potential to de- 
stroy family life. “Perhaps we 
should be looking for a guy 
who’s divorced with no kids," he 
said. 

Wilkinson, meanwhile, con: 
sidered the England manager 
“has got to fight the system and 
the press from day one" - none 
of which augurs well for Kelly 
and Co. 


Internal intrigue reveals 
a capacity for vendetta 
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The more newspapers publish 
about internal affairs at the 
Football Association, the more 
obvious it becomes to the read- 
er that not much has altered in 
some cases snee officers arrived 
by Hansom cab and reached de- 
cisions by gasUght- 

What I have specifically in 
mind is the confusion caused yes- 
terday when Terry Venables let 
it be known that he will not con- 
tinue as England coach beyond 
next summer's European Cham- 
pionship finals, because the FA 
hierarchy have not given him 
their unanimous support 

No doubt there are people, 
especially those clearly involved 
In a vendetta against Venables, 
who anticipate gleefully his de- 
parture, but the dramatic out- 
come of events at Lancaster 
Gate leaves the FA smelling of 
something other than roses. 

Not for the first time in his- 
tory an unavoidable impres- 
sion is that members of its 
International Committee - in 
succession to those who boot- 
ed out Sir Alf Ramsey - have 
again been unable to formulate 
a policy with which they them- 
selves are all folly conversant 
and unanimously agreed upon. 

The idea that all are pulling 
together for the long-term ben- 
efit of English football is. and 
always has been, a nonserse. As 
with most fraternities the FA is 
factional and beset by person- 
al ambitions. Power is eagerly 
sought and guarded jealously. . 

Nothing could illustrate this 
better than the situation that de- 
veloped around Venables while 
he was trying to reconstruct the 
England team. He had the 
backing of the FA's chief exec- 
utive, Graham Kelly, but not of 
Ian Stott, whose supposed in- 
fluence in committee is re- 
markable since be speaks from 
no loftier position titan that of 
Oldham Athletic's chairman. 

Then there is Sir Bert Mil- 
lichip, 82, whose chairmanship 
of the FA ends with the Euro- 
pean Championship finals. Horn 
being fiercely opposed to Ven- 
ables’ appointment - “over my 



Ken Jones finds nothing 
new in the machinations of 
the FA committee that puts 
personal power before the 
health of the England team 
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dead body" - Millichip later 
came out in sipport of him, som- 
ersaulting to jom Kelly in pledg- 
ing a contract beyond the 1998 
World Cup finals in France. 

Even when allowances are 
made for the fact that Venables 
has been spending almost as 
much time with lawyers as his 
players it was rather late in the 
day to conclude that legal en- 
tanglements had made Him em- 
barrassingly unsuitable. 
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Recentfy,VfenaUes has some- 
times seemed bewildered, less 
buoyant especially when some 
of his stoutest supporters of 
1994 put the heat on him for 
things they chose to ignore 
previously. 

Naturally, everybody con- 
cerned at the FA denies for pub- 
lication that any prejudice was 
held out and that a committee 
campaign had been mounted 
against Venables. Chances are 
they denied it to him, tod, this 
being protocol. However, Ven- 
ables needed no firm, evidence 
to take action. Hehad to act as 
soon as the rumours became 
common currency. 

Probably Venables remem- 
bered the fate that befell Ram- 
sey, mainly through a 


conspiracy formed almost from 
the day of his appointment in 
1963 as Walter Wmteibottom’s 
successor. Among the great 
services Ramsey performed for 
English football wte> refusal to 
accommodate the. interference 
of a selection committee. 
Where Win ter bottom had often 
conceded to ludicrous region- 
al bias, Ramsey demanded ab- 
solute independence, his 
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better inform these people,” he 
said one day in the west of Scot- 
land, making off towards a 
group of powerless senior offi- 
cials with belated, word of the 
team he had pickecL 

Some never forgave him. 
Ramsey, the feted hero of 1966, 
was fired six months after fail- 
ing to guide England to the 1974 
World Cup finals in West Ger- 
many, the recrimination brutally 
consistent with the antagonism 
he aroused at Lancaster Gate 
after dismantling long-estab- 
lished procedures. 

Iff there was ground for com- 
plaint and concern . «hen it be- 
' came clear that Venables was 
more deeply involved in litigation 

than even dose friends imagined 

who ruled fMti^pSainti^^^ 
case heard last month unques- 
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to suppose that he would be will- 
ing to continue until next sum- 
mer without contractual 
assurances was laughable. 

It is posible of course that 
Venables Is gambling on the 
clamour that would ensue if he 
wins the European -ChampK- 
onship. As for a successor, con- 
sidering ‘ the difficulties in 
construction imposed by the 
frenzied nature of British foot- 
ball, who in their right mind 
would want the job anyway? 
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